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G: The places you went are miles away from China. Are their relations with China that close?

Z: How do you measure whether a country has close relation with China? In one of my sharing with secondary school students, I spoke of the book "1587: A Year of No Significance", which mentioned the Anglo-Spanish war. I then asked the students, "Have you ever thought that we're living in Hong Kong as a result of this war?" If Britain hadn't defeated Spain at Cadiz, she wouldn't have become the empire on which the sun never sets, and wouldn't have had the power to ignite the Opium War in the east. If there had been no Opium war, Hong Kong wouldn't have been ceded, and we wouldn't be living in this city at all. The destinies of our country and of us, were foreshadowed by a battle hundreds of years ago in the west.

When I was in Portugal, I saw the Belem Tower - the symbol of Portugal's greatness in the Age of Discovery. If  the Portuguese had never embarked on their exploration across the oceans, China would not have need to "lend" Macau to them. Complicated as it is, the memories about Chinese history this tower brings are indeed very close to us today. After visiting the Belem Tower, I wanted to explore the relations between China and other countries by traveling.

G: What unforgettable discoveries have you made in your journies?

Z: Most Hongkongers have been to Macau, and know that it was once a Portuguese colony. However it was only after visiting Portugal that I found how much Macau resembles Portugal. Streets in both places look so similar. Had I never been to Portugal, Macau for me would only be another SAR near Hong Kong.

G: It has been 12 years since you embarked on your plan. What have you got from it?

Z: I have gradually realized how small the world is. At first I predicted I'd be seeing drastically different things in different parts of the world. To my surprise, the whole world is virtually bound together by the cultures derived from a few dominant ancient civilizations - Chinese, Indian and Persian. The fountain I saw in Taj Mahal in India is identical to those in Iran, just as the architectural styles in China, Japan and Korea are highly similar.

Many thing we think we know very well actually contain hints of East meets West. Sichuan cuisine is renowned for being hot and spicy. If Columbus had not reached America, then chilies - native plants of America - would not have been exported to other places, and there would be no chilies in Sichuan cuisine. It is hard to imagine what Italian cuisine would be like without tomatoes. Tomatoes also spread from America to Italy. These trivial details, as well as the Belem Tower, make me think of their underlying relation with China. These links are constantly shaping us, so pervasive common that we are almost unaware of them. Discovering these relations by traveling around the world is exciting.
