http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-12909071
The BBC's Richard Scott is the first journalist to be allowed inside the Virgin Galactic spaceship

In the Mojave Desert, a hundred miles north of Los Angeles, engineers are working on a project which could bring space travel to the general public a little bit closer.
In a non-descript beige hangar sits the Virgin Galactic spaceship. 

The company is hoping it will be ready to take paying customers into space within a couple of years.

I visited to see how the work was going - and to be the first journalist to report from inside  the spaceship.














5    
After climbing through a small hole almost underneath the spaceship, it's clear there's still work to be done. 

There are bare walls with wires and there aren't any seats yet. But it does provide a sense of what it will be like for the six passengers on each trip.

All along the spaceship's cabin are windows - some to the sides, others in the roof. The   10   windows will let the passengers see the blue sky of earth first turn purple, and then into the blackness of space. 

The roar of the rocket motor behind them will disappear, as will the rush of the atmosphere outside. 

And when all they can hear is silence the passengers will know they're in space. They'll be 15 able to see the curvature of the earth and the thin band of atmosphere above.

Passengers will then get around five minutes of weightlessness to float around the cabin - which will probably mean them bumping into each other, as the cabin is only seven-and-a-half feet in diameter.

'Tremendously exciting' 

"The biggest challenge, because we're in a test flight programme, is not the actual flying of 20 the vehicle. It is anticipating what could go wrong, because it's a-one-of-a-kind airplane so we're very focused on the test at hand," Pete Siebold, one of the spaceship's test pilots, told me.

"Seeing a new vehicle that will someday be taking commercial passengers into space, and allowing the population at large to experience space travel, is just tremendously exciting." 25
Test pilot Peter Siebold said flying the Virgin Galactic spaceship is ''exhilarating''

When the full program is underway, the astronauts' journeys will begin at a site in New Mexico. There the world's first purpose built, commercial spaceport is under construction.

The Norman Foster designed terminal at Spaceport America sits a short taxi-distance from the 10,000ft runway. It's been built to blend into the landscape with the roof curving,        30 organically and in places it is covered with earth.

The astronauts will be given three days of training in the terminal to check their mental and physical fitness. Virgin says it is expecting most people to pass these tests.

The 5000sq mile site in the middle of the desert has a unique combination of advantages.

"The site is important because of its remote location. We are about a mile above sea     35  level,” Dave Wilson from Spaceport America explained to me. That altitude means they're slightly closer to space.

"We've got restricted airspace above us which is being shared with White Sands Missile Test Facility. And this beautiful, stable weather we have above us; this blue sky, it's like this 340 days out of the year. So it's a very conducive place to conduct a commercial space       40 operation like this," he said.

Being neighbours with the US Army means they not only avoid having to share airspace with commercial jets, but that they can use the army's tracking equipment.

VOCABULARY

Find words from the passage with the following meanings:
lines 1-10

1. not special or outstanding in any way

nondescript
2. light brown in colour




beige
2. large shed in which aircraft are stored

hangar
3. connected with a large group of stars like


the Milky Way 




galactic
lines 21-30
4. guessing something in advance


anticipating
5. concentrating






focused
6. producing a feeling of happiness and 

      excitement





exhilarating
7. in progress






underway
lines 31-43
8. in a way that makes something seem part of a 

     connected whole. .   



organically
9. limited, not allowed to be used fully

restricted
10. helping to produce a particular result

conducive
QUESTIONS

1. In what year will the first commercial flights probably take place?

2013
2. How will the passengers know when they have arrived in space?

There will be no noise and it will be dark outside
3. What are the TWO advantages of the Mohave Desert site?

The weather is good and it is already almost a mile above sea level.
(The presence of the missile range could be mentioned as a third advantage).
4. Make a list of points for and against taking ordinary people into space. Then, decide what your own opinion is and write about 150 words either for or against the project.

(for example)

ADVANTAGES






DISADVANTAGES

exciting experience for passengers


waste of fossil fuel

money for the company




pollution

people may be encouraged to become 

danger to the passengers

  scientists or engineers.

