LONDON UNDERGROUND ANNIVERSARY 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-21005813 

The world’s oldest underground railway system, the London Underground (or `Tube’) was first opened to the public on 13 January 1863. as part of the 150th anniversary celebrations, an 1898 stem train, similar to those that pulled the first Underground trains’ made a special journey along the Metropolitan line, which is the oldest part of the system.
TASK 1

Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:  
1. Which coach and compartment does the platform assistant mention at the start?

2. How old is Howard Carey now and ho old was he when he first rode in the carriage he will ride in again today?
3, What is the maximum speed of the train?

4. How long did the journey to Moorgate take?

5. How old is Henry?

6. What is the name of the friend who traveled with him from Bristol to see the special train?

7. Approximately how old was Lord Plamerston in 1863?
TASK 2  
Now watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

The smoke and smell of the 1863 London Underground recreated 150 years on. Hundreds __________ the platforms along the route to see Met locomotive number 1 in all its glory.

`Coach A, Compartment 2!’
Earlier 84-year-old Howard Carey had _________ to get back on a carriage he’d first sat on when he was just nine.

`Do you think it’s going to take you back to your childhood when you see it roll up?’
`Oh, it _________ will! There’ll be a lump in my throat!

Chugging along at up to 25 miles per hour, the journey to Moorgate took 34 minutes.

`Those Victorians were utterly _______, daring and original. They decided to put trains in tunnels. No one had done that before on the planet. That was how our Tube system began. 

Twelve-year-old Henry and friend Sam traveled from Bristol to see the 120-year-old engine.

`It’s been absolutely fantastic. It was brilliant! We saw it just up the line at Farringdon and it was going through there pretty quickly. It was just fantastic seeing it.’
When the first tube set off along the original Metropolitan line in 1863, some were worried the roads above would __________.

`The prime minister at the time Lord Palmerston, wasn’t on board. He was in his late seventies and said at his stage in life he wanted to remain above ground for as long as possible’.

But today’s special journey went without a hitch.
`A great ___________ and I don’t think I shall ever forget it! I can’t tell you how I really feel. It’s been a dream.’
And for Henry and Sam it must have felt pretty special when they were invited to take a look for themselves. 

Nick Beake, BBC London News.
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1. recreate



particular period or point in a series of developments


2. locomotive



difficulty, obstacle
3. roll up




arrive on wheels
4. chug along



reproduce, make again 

5. utterly




railway engine
6. stage




completely
7. hitch.




move while slowly whilst making a sound like bursts of stem 





escaping
TASK 4

1. Why were some people worried when it was proposed to put trains in tunnels under the city?
2. What reason did the prime minter at the time give for not travelling on the Underground when it opened. 

Do you think this was his real reason?

3. Many people in Britain are fascinated by stem engines. Why do you think people often find them more interesting than modern engines?

4. How many different mass transit systems have you traveled on and in which cities. Which systems do you like the most and the least and why?
5. Go to these links and, using the information you find there, write about 150 words on the history of the London underground.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-20998737 

http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2013/01/09/150-years-of-london-underground-loved-as-much-as-it-is-reviled/
