Tsunami floodgate `did not work’
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12801085 
TASK 1: Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:

A. How long ago did another earthquake break the town’s seawall? 2 years
B. How many firemen died trying to close the flood gates? 45
C. What time does the fire chief start working in the morning?  7 a.m.
D. What was the population of the town before the tsunami?  26,000
E. How far inland did the tsunami reach?  5 or 6 kilometres
F. How many bodies have been recovered so far?   500
G. how many people are still missing?  10,000
TASK 2: Listen to the video again and fill in the missing words in this transcript: 
This is Rituzentakata, a town that has been wiped off the map. The fire chief here says he warned his bosses a tsunami could do this. 
`The sea wall broke. Two years ago after another quake, water flooded over it.  I was worried about it and I told them.’
He took us to see the giant harbour gates that should have protected the town. As the wave approached they failed to shut, so his fire crews raced to close them by hand. Forty-five young firemen were swept away.
`I feel so guilty, so full of regret, so angry at myself. I spend all day now looking for the bodies of my firemen. From 7 in the morning to 5 in the evening. Looking, looking.’
`Being alive is hell’, he said but he must hide his grief because, as fire chief, he needs to inspire his men. The sea took so many of them.

This was one crew’s truck. They were using their loudspeaker to tell people to run for their lives. Incredibly, these men managed to escape, but the city’s fire station was destroyed, like almost every other structure in this town of 26,000. And this is the view from the top of the fire station, three storeys up. You can see the sea where the tsunami swept in right through town. It tore away every single building, except for the biggest ones, all the way through here up to the hills and even 5 or 6 kilometres up those valleys there, so the firemen who were trying to shut the gates by the sea, well they had almost no chance.
In the middle of this devastation we found some of fire chief Sato’s surviving crews. Since the tsunami they’ve hardly rested. They’ve recovered 500 dead here so far. Ten thousand more are missing, nobody can yet account for them. 

`I don’t know what to do,’ says Michuhito Sato, `it looks like a war. All I can think of is to do my duty.  That’s what his colleagues were thinking, too, when they hurried off to save their town, whatever the cost.

David Grammaticas, BBC News, in north-eastern Japan
TASK 3: Find words in the passage matching the following meanings:

1. removed, usually by something pushing across a surface

wiped   off
2. kept safe










protected
3. came nearer










approached 

4. teams of people who work together, usually operating the 


same vehicle, ship or aircraft






crews
5. great sadness, usually because of someone’s death


grief
6. give someone courage and energy by setting an example, 



speaking to them etc.






inspire
7. piece of equipment for making someone’s voice louder

loudspeaker
8. in a way that is difficult to believe





incredibly
9. something made up of parts fitted together




structure
10. levels or floors in a building






storey
11. great destruction








devastation
12. still remaining alive








surviving
13. almost not










hardly
14. give an explanation or report about what has happened to

     People or things 








account for
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:
1. Why does the fire chief now feel guilty?
Because the firemen died after following his orders,
2. What TWO tasks did the fire service have to carry out when they knew the tsunami was coming?

They had to try to close the harbour gates and to tell people to run for their lives.
3. What is their main job now?

Finding dead bodies.
4. How much warning did the firemen probably have before the tsunami struck (you may need to do an internet search to answer this)
Only a few minutes
5. Imagine you were in the town on the day of the tsunami. Write about 150 words on what you saw and heard and how you managed to escape
This is Rituzentakata, a town that has been wiped off the map. The fire chief here says he warned his bosses a tsunami could do this. 

`The sea wall broke. Two years ago after another quake, water flooded over. I was worried about it and I told them.’
He took us to see the giant harbour gates that should have protected the town. As the wave approached they failed to shut, so his fire crews raced to close them by hand. Forty-five young firemen were swept away.

`I feel so guilty, so full of regret, so angry at myself. I spend all day now looking for the bodies of my firemen. From 7 in the morning to 5 in the evening. Looking,. looking.’
`Being alive is hell’, he said but he must hide his grief because, as fire chief, he needs to inspire his men. The sea took so many of them.

This was one crew’s truck. They were using their loudspeaker to tell people to run for their lives. Incredibly, these men managed to escape, but the city’s fire station was destroyed, like almost every other structure in this town of 26,000. And this is the view from the top of the fire station, three storeys up. You can see the sea where the tsunami swept in right through the town. It tore away every single building, except for the biggest ones, all the way through here up to the hills and even 5 or 6 kilometres up those valleys there, so you can the firemen who were trying to shut the gates by the sea, well they had almost no chance.

In the middle of this devastation we found some of fire chief Sato’s surviving crews. Since the tsunami they’ve hardly rested. They’ve recovered 500 dead here so far. Ten thousand more are missing, nobody can yet account for them. 

`I don’t know what to do,’ says Michuhito Sato, `it looks like a war. All I can think of is to do my duty. That’s what his colleagues were thinking, too, when they hurried off to save the town, whatever the cost.

David Grammaticas, BBC News, in north-eastern Japan

