THE KING’S SPEECH

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/world_news_america/9397669.stm 
This video shows an interview with David Seidler, who wrote the script for the Oscar-winning film `The King’s Speech’  The interview is intercut with clips from the film itself, which tells the story of how King George VI overcame a speech impediment, and dialogue from the latter is shown in italics. e The Queen Mother was the wife of George VI and mother of Queen Elizabeth II/
TASK 1
Watch the video and answer the following questions without looking at the transcript:
1. What is the name of the district where this interview takes place?  Hollywood
2. When were the Oscar awards first presented? 1929
3. In what year was the film clip of the real George VI taken?  1938
4. Hw many years did David Seidler have to wait before he could make the film? 25
5. How old was the Queen Mther when she died? Just under 102 (`just shy of’)
TASK 2

Now watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

They say this is the place where dreams become real. For some it’s true more than for others. In a few weeks time Hollywood’s best will be honoured here, but I’m going to where Oscar history began. At this hotel, the first awards were presented in 1929 and on the rooftop terrace I met one of this year’s nominees. History looms large in David Seidler’s fortunes.


What’ll I call you?


`Your Royal Highness’, then, then `Sir’ after that.


How about `Bertie’?

`The King’s Speech’ is the true story of how George VIovercame his stammer with the help of therapist Lionel Logue.’

If we were equals, I wouldn’t be here.

The film is a critical and commercial hit. That’s especially gratifying for the Oscar-nominated script-writer who used to stammer himself.

`I wanted to write something about my hero, George VI, who had given me hope as a kid because my parents had said `Listen to him. He stuttered far worse than you and yet he can give these stirring, magnificent speeches that rally the world.’ I didn’t see the fact that I was actually writing about myself. Now with a bit more maturity, yes I can see it very clearly that I was writing my story through the king.

Seidler’s frustrations triggered his breakthrough. It’s an epiphany echoed in the film.

`Why has this happened to me? Well, eff-word everybody. If I’m stuck with stuttering, you are stuck with listening to me. I’m a human being. I have a right to be heard, I have a voice.’

Why should I waste my time listening--


Because I have right to be heard, and I have a voice!

Once you make that psychological turn, everything falls into place


Yes, you do.


I have been seeking...
Colin Firth has won a string of awards already for a performance that captures uncannily the struggle of George VI. 


..from his Majesty the.. the King

At a time when … when ….

In fact this footage was taken in 1938, a long time after the king began treatment. It shows what Seidler calls the ebb and flow of stammering. Years after the king’s death, the film writer sought royal permission to make the film.

`I wrote to the queen mother and I eventually got a lovely envelope – buff-coloured envelope with a red stamp of the Clarence House and she said `Please Mr Seidler, not during my lifetime, the memory of those events is still too painful.’ And I knew what she was referring to, her grief at the loss of her beloved husband very early in his life and she felt this was caused by his being forced to be the reluctant king. But I didn’t think I’d have that long to wait. Well, twenty-five years later, just shy of her 102nd birthday, she left this mortal realm, and then I could proceed.’
Audiences have lapped up the lavish period detail but Seidler thinks US film-goers find something more.

`In a strange way, it’s a very American film. It’s about changing who you are, changing your pre-ordained destiny, re-making yourself, which is of course the foundation of America.’
We’ll see in a few weeks if Oscar night brings a royal coronation. 








Prakash Merchandani, BBC News, Los Angeles 
TASK 3
Match the following words with their meanings:
1. terrace 




creating deep feelings  9
2. nominee



giving pleasure 8
3. loom




being adult of fully-developed 10
4. stammer/stutter


unhappiness because of failure to get or achieve something11
5. therapist



kingdom, place 23
6. critical




concerned with thoughts and feelings
15

7. commercial. 



in an almost unnatural way 17
8. gratifying



someone chosen or selected 2




9. stirring


         be a large part of what someone can see 3
10. maturity



be the immediate cause of 12
11. frustration



be unable to speak without constantly stopping and pausing 4 
12. trigger




section of film 18
13. breakthrough.


unwilling
21

14. epiphany



brownish shade of yellow 19
15. psychological


base on which something is built 28
16. string 




great sorrow 20
17. uncannily



involving death
22
18. footage 



splendid and luxurious 25
19. buff-coloured


look at or listen to eagerly
24

20. grief 




fate 27
21. reluctant



bound to happen, decided in advance.26
22. mortal 



someone who gives treatment to a patient 5
23. realm




flat area above ground level 1
24. lap up




connected with buying, selling etc.7
25. lavish 



sudden solution of a problem 13
26. pre-ordained


series 16
27. destiny



suddenly realising something new and important 14
28. foundation



connected with the people who write reviews of books, films 





etc. 6
TASK 3
Now answer the following questions:
1. What is special about the hotel where the interview took place?
2. Why was David Seidler want to write about George VI?
3. What important fact did the writer not realise when he first began the project?
4. According to Seidel, people with a stammer need to:

A. take special medicine

B. not be embarrassed by their problem

C. stop speaking in public
D. become writers
5.Do you know anybody with a problem like this or with another type of disability which they need to overcome? Describe the problem and the advice you would give the problem.
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