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Teenager passes 23 A levels
An interview with a university student, Ali Nawaz-ish, who obtained 23 A-levels. The dialogue is very informal and conversational, with interruptions, use of slang, and reduced sentences. Dashes (-) have been inserted to show where the speaker was not able to complete what he was planning to say. English is the student’s second language but he sounds just like a native speaker, although making one mistake, which is explained below. 
TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions:
1. How many A-levels did he originally plan to take?

2. What country does he come from?

3: How many a-levels do you need to get into Cambridge University

4. In which subject did he get a C grade?

5. What time in the morning did he sometimes have to start an exam?

6. What time at night did he sometimes finish?

7. How many O-levels did he get?

TASK 2 
Listen to the conversation again and fill in the missing words. The speakers are: F(emale interviewer). M(ale interviewer) and A(li):
F:  Good morning to you.

A:  Good morning to you, too,

F:  Err, why on earth did you do 23 A levels.

A:  You’d be _____________ how many times I get asked that but-
F:  (Laughs) That’s why you’re here!

A:  Well, well it all started off like with seven. As I said, most people back home tend to do   

    five or six.

F:  When you say back home?

A:  Pakistan

F:  Yes

A:  I’m from Pakistan.

F:  Yes

A:  And they tend to do five or six and I was like, well, just do seven.

F:  Yes

A:  What the hell? And then it just went on from there. In November –come November, well, 
    let’s do three more and ten and then-.
F:  Is that because you were __________ in the subjects or did you think that getting a lot of  

    A-levels would give you a better fighting _________ of getting into the university you   

    wanted to get into?

A:  Err no err Cambridge is quite good. They only want three ________ A-levels, they don’t 
    really care about all the extras and I didn’t even tell them about 14 of my subjects. They 
    just found out late-
F:  You were kind of ____________ about that were you?

A:  Oh no, I wasn’t embarrassed but I’d already got my offer, I thought it was irrelevant 
    to let them know.

M:  Well, twenty-three A-levels in itself is a hell of an ________________ but what grades 
    did you get? Not that I’ being picky, but-

A:  I had 21 As and a B and a C, yes.

M:  Look at that dismay in the voice there, one B and one C. 
A:  Yes, one B and one C.

M:  What was the C, out of curiosity?

A:  General Further Mathematics.

F:   You’ll have to say that ____________.

A:  General Further Mathematics.

F:   You sound err sheepish about it.

A:  Er no, I’m quite pleased err I wasn’t _____________ 21 by any standards, though. It was 
    quite a surprise because the exams themselves were quite enduring because I had to go 
    there early in the morning at 8 and sometimes would come out at 9 at night out of the 
    examination hall so that was - that was the bigger challenge rather than preparing for the 
    papers, it was actually giving the papers.

F:  Yes err now err I- – can anyone do 23 A-levels or are – be honest! – are you super bright?

A:  I’m being completely honest, I’m sure anyone can do it. Err I didn’t use to be a very 
    good student back home. Err I was pretty bad before my O-levels, to be honest, and even 
    below _______________ so, if I can do it, anyone can do it.

M:  Can I just check how many O-levels you got?

A:  Just nine.
M:  Oh, O.K., so that was fairly routine then.

A:  Yes, that was fairly routine, yes, and then went – well err-
A:  Err it’s a fascinating story.

F:  Yes, I mean, we can’t go through the whole 21 but what did you d for A-levels beyond 
    what people might expect? What are the more unusual A-levels that you did?
A:  I did err Urdu literature, Travel and Tourism, Anthropology, Sociology, Business Studies, F:  Pure mathematics and _____________ just like that.

M:  And so you’re at Cambridge now?

A:  Yes. I’m at Cambridge.
M:  _____________ it?

A:  Yes I am.

F:  Studying?

A:  Computer science.

F:  _____________!

M:  Thanks for coming in this morning.

F:  Lovely to meet you

NOTE: `were quite enduring should really have been `needed a lot of endurance.’
TASK 3
Match these words or phrases with their meanings:
1. on earth 



    difficult task that tests you abilities



2. tend 





ordinary, normal
3. embarrassed 




unhappiness, disappointment
4. picky, 





the study of society
5. dismay 





wanting to find out about things
6. curiosity




phrase added to a question to show surprise
7. sheepish




too concerned about small details
8. challenge




likely to do, normally do
9. routine 





feeling uncomfortable because you have done 







  something foolish made someone else uncomfortable
10. sociology




feeling shy or ashamed because you’ve done something 





  silly or stupid
TASK 4
Answer the following questions:
1. Which of these phrases best describe the attitude of the interviewers towards the student:

A – respectful and a little nervous

B - hostile and aggressive

C -admiring but playful

D- bored and uninterested

E – rather disrespectful
2. Explain the meaning of the following phrases or sentences:

What the hell?
out of curiosity
pretty bad

4. At the end of the dialogue, what longer sentences are the questions `Enjoying it?’ and `Studying?’ short for? 
3. How many other subjects can you think of that people can take at A-level,

4. Ali says that he is only a normal student but he probably has special qualities. What do you think these are?
