STAGE AND SCREEN

INSTRUCTIONS: 

· read through the descriptions of the films and plays

· as you watch the PowerPoint presentation again, write down the number of the slide beside the correct title

1. Love is a Many -Splendored Thing

A 1955 film set in Hong Kong in 1949-1950 against the background of the Communist victory in the Chinese Civil War. Based on a book by Eurasian author Han Suyin, it tells the story of her love affair with an American journalist who is then killed while reporting on the war in Korea.
_____________________

2. Macbeth 

Written by William Shakespeare and probably first performed in 1606, this famous play is set in 11th century Scotland. Macbeth is a nobleman who murders King Duncan to become king of Scotland, rules with great cruelty and is finally defeated in battle by Duncan’s son and an English army. The play remains very popular and there have been several film versions of it.

_________________

3. Farewell my Concubine

Starring Leslie Cheung and Gong Li, this famous 1993 mainland Chinese film tells the stories of opera stars and their lives as they study together at the Peking Opera School in the 1920s, survive the Japanese Occupation of the city and finally suffer in the Cultural Revolution. 

________________

4. Pride and Prejudice

Set in England at the end of the 18th century, Jane Austen’s novel, published in 1813, tells how Elizabeth Bennett finally falls in love with the proud aristocrat Mr. Darcy, despite disliking him when they first met.. The story has often been adapted as a play or as a film. Bonnie Monte’s 2006 stage version was performed by the Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey.

__________________

5. Julius Caesar

First performed in 1599, this Shakespeare play tells the story of the murder of the Roman dictator Julius Caesar in 44 B.C. and of the civil war which follows it. Although Caesar dies early in the play, his ghost haunts his murderers until they meet their own deaths.

___________________
6. The Ten Commandments
Directed by Cecil B. DeMille and starring Charlton Heston as Moses, this 1956 Biblical epic had a cast of thousands and won an Oscar for special effects. It was very successful at the box office and was the highest-grossing film on a religious topic until The Passion of the Christ in 2004.  

____________________

7. Ben Hur
Winner of 11 Oscars, this 1959 film tells the story of a Jewish prince, who is unjustly sentenced to life as a slave but regains his freedom and obtains his revenge when the man who betrayed him dies trying to beat him in a chariot race. The story reaches its final climax when Ben Hur witnesses the crucifixion of Jesus. 

_____________________

8. Things to Come

Based on a novel by British writer H.G.Wells, this 1936 film imagines how civilization will develop over the next century. A world war lasting several decades is followed by the founding of a society governed by scientists and the film ends with the launching of a space rocket including the chief scientist’s son and his girlfriend.

_____________________

9. Gregory’s Girl
A low-budget but very successful and very funny film about Gregory, a clumsy Scottish schoolboy who falls for a glamorous older girl, Dorothy, the star of the school football team. Dorothy already has a boyfriend of her own and so she and her classmates arrange for Gregory to find someone more suitable for him. 

______________________

10. Mary Poppins

This 1964 film stars Julie Andrews as a magical nanny who floats down from the sky to land in London early in the 20th century.  She has come to look after the children of an unpleasant banker and finally turns the family into a happy one. The film includes the song `Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious.’
_______________________

11. A Man for All Seasons
Set in England in the Tudor period, this 1966 film stars Paul Scofield as Sir Thomas More, a statesman and writer who opposed King Henry VIII’s plan to divorce his wife and to make himself the head of the Christian Church in England. The film ends with More’s execution in 1535 after his famous last words: `I die the king’s good servant but God’s first.’ 
________________________

12. Bambi

One of Walt Disney’s most popular productions, this 1942 animated film tells the story of a young deer whose mother is killed by hunters. He is helped by his friends among the other animals and grows up to become king of the forest as his father had been before.

13. Terminator 2: Judgement Day

In this 1991 sequel to the original Terminator, the machines of the future send a killer robot back into the past to destroy John Connor, who will eventually lead the human resistance to them. John himself reprogrammes another robot to protect his earlier self and sends that back into the past also.

_________________________

14. The Importance of Being Earnest

This very amusing play by Oscar Wilde, was first performed in London in 1895 and is set in the same period. The two main characters, Algernon and Jack, have both invented imaginary people who they claim they have to visit when they want an excuse not to do what their real friends and family ask. 

__________________________

. 

15. Gone with the Wind

This very famous 1939 film, set against the background of the American Civil War of 1861-65, tells the story of Scarlett O’Hara, the daughter of a plantation owner in the Southern state of Georgia. In one of the most famous scenes, Scarlett and her lover Rhett Butler escape the burning city of Atlanta as the victorious Northern forces enter it. 

__________________________

16. High Noon

In this 1952 film, Gary Cooper plays Will Kane, a marshal (policeman) who, on his wedding day, has to face a man who he put in prison some years earlier. He expects help from the people of the town in the American West which he had protected for many years, but they will not help and just tell him to leave quickly.  He refuses to do this, arguing that it is better to fight now rather than spend his whole life running from his enemy.

______________________

17 The Mouse Trap

This play by British crime writer Agatha Christie is set in a small hotel in the English countryside in the middle of the last century. It has had the longest continuous run of any show in history, as it has been staged continuously in London’s West End since 1952.  It is a murder mystery and at the end of each performance the audience are asked to keep the ending a secret.

_______________________

18. Spirited Away

Released in 2001, this award-winning animated film by Japanese director Hayao Miyazaki is about Chihiro, a young girl whose family become lost while driving to a new town and go through a tunnel to enter a strange spirit world. Chihiro, has to rescue her parents after they are changed into pigs by eating the food they find there.

_________________________.
19. Whisky Galore

An amusing 1949 film about the inhabitants of a small Scottish island who try to take away the cargo of whisky on board a ship that is stranded on the nearby coast during World War II. The Englishman in charge of the local home guard 
(civilians who have agreed to help protect their area from enemy attack) wants them to leave the whisky alone.

__________________________
20. Titanic

Directed by James Cameron, this is the story of the Jack and Rose who meet on board the ill-fated Titanic in 1912. The story is told by Rose herself who returns seventy years later to the mid-Atlantic where a group of treasure seekers is trying to recover a famous jewel from the wreck.

__________________________

21 The Mummy

In this 1999 film, set in Egypt in 1923, archaeologists accidentally awaken Imhotep, a High Priest who had made love to Pharaoh Seti’s mistress and then killed the Pharaoh himself when he was discovered. Imhotep, who had been mummified and buried alive, now wants to bring his lover back to life and to seek his revenge against the whole world. 

__________________________

22. Brief Encounter

Set in the 1930s, this 1945 film is about a married man and woman who meet at the railway station of a small English town and fall in love. They eventually decide not to betray their existing partners and children. In the most famous scene, the woman is tempted to commit suicide by throwing herself under a train but remains on the platform as the lights from the train flash across her face.  

___________________________

23. Raise the Red Lantern

This 1991 film starring Gong Li is set in China during the 1920s. 18-year-old Songlian becomes Fourth Mistress in the house of a rich landowner who chooses each night which of his concubines he will go to. The competition between the women to win his attention eventually ends in the death of the Third Mistress  and madness for Songlian herself.

___________________________

24. 2001: a Space Odyssey

A 1968 film which opens in prehistoric times when a force from a strange object gives an ape-man the ability to use tools. The action then switches to 2001 and the discovery of a similar object buried on the moon. When the rays of the sun strike it, the object transmits message towards Jupiter and so 18 months later a ship carrying astronauts and the super computer HAL begin a journey towards that planet.

___________________________

25. Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring

This 2001 film is the first of three adapted from Tolkien’s famous story. The power of the Dark Lord, Sauron, is increasing again and he must not be allowed to find the Ring which he lost thousands of years ago.. Four Hobbits follow the instructions of the wizard Gandalf and begin their dangerous journey through Middle Earth. .

___________________________

26. The Birds  
Director Alfred Hitchcock said that this 1963 film could be the most terrifying he had ever made. Death and destruction come to the California coast as birds, first singly and then in large numbers, begin to attack humans. At the end the main characters are able to drive away safely but we are not told if attacks will continue elsewhere.

___________________________

