SPANISH AND FRENCH
Spanish and French are two of the Romance languages spoken in southern Europe. They developed from dialects of the Latin language which was spread through the region by the Romans (hence the name `Romance’).  As English has borrowed many words from Latin, a lot of the vocabulary in Romance languages is very similar to English.  Romance grammar is also quite similar to English but  but the endings of the verb vary more than the English verb does.  The table below shows how the present tense forms of the verb `to love’ have changed from Latin into Spanish and French. As you can see, written French has changed more than written Spanish and the pronunciation of French (shown in phonetic symbols) has changed even more. 

LATIN

SPANISH

FRENCH      

ENGLISH

AMO


AMO


AIME   /eim/

(I) love

AMAS


AMAS


AIMES /eim/

(You) love (sing.)

AMAT


AMA


AIME   /eim/

(He/she) loves

AMAMUS

AMAMOS

AIMONS /eimõ/          (We) love

AMATIS

AMÁIS

AIMEZ  /eimei/
(You) love (plur.)

AMANT

AMAN

AIMENT /eim/
(They) love

Spanish is the fourth most widely spoken language in the world  with about 330 million speakers, most of them in South America.  Mexico is the Spanish speaking country with the largest population (80 million). Many people in the USA, especially in the areas nearest to Mexico, speak Spanish as their mother tongue, and are known as `Latinos.’ Many other Americans study Spanish in school. George Bush has a Latino sister-in-law and he himself speaks Spanish, though rather badly.

French is spoken as mother tongue or as a second language by around 128 million people. Until the First World War it was the language used by most European countries to communicate with each other and older people in Spain, Portugal and Italy may find it easier to speak to foreigners in French rather than English. French is also the foreign language most often studied by school students in Britain. Tony Blair speaks French quite well, but most British people only remember a little of the language and have very poor pronunciation.

The Spanish Language Worldwide

Spanish was originally the local dialect of Castile, the central area of Spain, and so is still sometimes called Castilian.  Everyone in Spain can speak it, but some parts of the country use a language of their own in everyday life (e.g Catalan in north-eastern Spain or Basque in parts of the north).  Outside Spain, Spanish is spoken in  Equatorial Guinea, the Sahara, Central and South America, except Brazil and the Guyanas, and parts of the United States and the Philippines. It is the language with the fourth largest number of speakers in the world - over 330 million. 

Spanish Speaking Countries and Population

                 COUNTRY          

SPANISH SPEAKING POPULATION

                 1. SPAIN                          

39,500,000

                 2. U.S.A                          

22,500,000

                 3. GUINEA ECUATORIAL   

300,000

                 4. FILIPINAS                       

2,900,000

                 5. GUATEMALA                      

9,200,000

                 6. EL SALVADOR                   

5,200,000

                 7. HONDURAS                       

4,500,000

                 8. NICARAGUA                      

3,100,000

                 9. COSTA RICA                     

3,100,000

                10. ECUADOR                        

10,000,000

                11. PERU                           

22,000,000

                12. MEXICO                         

80,000,000

                13. CUBA                           

10,800,000

                14. REPUBLICA DOMINICANA   
7,300,000

                15. PUERTO RICO                   
3,500,000

                16. PANAMA                          

2,100,000

                17. VENEZUELA                      

18,000,000

                18. COLOMBIA                       

33,600,000

                19. BOLIVIA                         

6,900,000

                20. PARAGUAY                        
4,500,000

                21. ARGENTINA                      

32,500,000

                22. CHILE                          

13,600,000

                23. URUGUAY                         

3,150,000

French language

French  is one of the most important Romance languages, outnumbered only by Spanish and Portuguese. French is the 11th most spoken language in the world, spoken by about 77 million people as a mother tongue, and 128 million including second language speakers, in 1999.

The worldwide use of French

French is a first language (that is, it is natively spoken by a significant proportion of the population) in: 

· France (60 million speakers; including overseas territories: Guadeloupe, French Guyana, Martinique and St. Pierre and Miquelon) 

· Canada (6,700,001 speakers), especially in Quebec) 

· Belgium (4,000,000 speakers)

· Switzerland 

· Monaco 

Also, it is the major second language in Algeria, Haiti, Lebanon, Mauritius, Morocco, New Caledonia, Reunion and Tunisia. 

It is the official and only language for instruction in schools in Comoros, Republic of the Congo, French Polynesia, Gabon and Mali. 

It is the official language, but actually less commonly used than the native languages, in Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Guinea, Madagascar, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Togo, Vanuatu and Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire). 

