SO YOU WANT TO TEACH ENGLISH IN HONG KONG
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeOGEDH5d9o (also embedded near the bottom of http://linguae.weebly.com/english.html )
A satirical look at the demands some Hong Kong parents make upon their children’s teachers.

TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.
1. How long has Elvis been in the teacher’s class? Two weeks
2. How often does he attend class and how long is the lesson?  Once a week, one hour
3. How old is the boy? 9
4. How long does his mother spend talking with him each day? 5 minutes
5. What TWO reasons does the mother give for not asking her maid to help with her son’s English?
She doesn’t have enough spare time and her own English is not very good.
6. What lesson does Elvis have at 3.00 on Thursdays?  French
7. Why does the mother insist on this particular teacher continuing to teach her son? 

Because he’s a gweilo 
8. What does the teacher think Elvis is probably doing at the moment?

Eating paste [in Room B]
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:
Teacher:
Hello, Mrs Fu. I heard you wanted to talk to me about your son.

Mother: 
Yes, I do. Elvis can’t even read and I’d like to know what I’m paying the 



school for if he can’t even read last week’s assignment. You are not doing your 


job.

Teacher:
Well, he has only been in class for two weeks so far, so he will need time to get 


used to the reading. Also, are you helping him to practise at home as we have 


suggested?
Mother:
No, that is why I pay your school.

Teacher:
Right, but he’s only here once a week for an hour. If he doesn’t practise reading at 


home and merely reads in my class for an hour every week, it will very likely take 


him 
much longer to become proficient as a reader of English. He needs time and 



repetition to become comfortable with it.

Mother:
That is not true. He is a genius. He is just not learning because he is bored. The 


other children in class are not as smart as he is, so he becomes distracted while he 



waits for them to catch up. They are holding him back from realizing his full 



potential. He is a genius
Teacher:
Your “genius” eats dry-erase markers and poops his pants in class.

Mother:
That is perfectly normal behaviour for a child.

Teacher:
Perhaps, but not a nine-year-old child. He is quite far behind other children of his 

age in terms of reading, social skills, verbal communication and acceptable 



behaviour. In layman’s terms, your son is aggressive and stupid.
Mother:
He says that you pick on him.

Teacher:
No, I merely attempt to get him to stop stabbing at the other children’s eyes with a 



pencil.

Mother:
You are stifling his educational and social development.

Teacher:
I am trying to save lives. Your son is a monster who clearly has anger 


management issues.

Mother:
That is absurd. He has nothing to be angry about. I spend time talking with him 



about his feelings every day when I get home from work and his nanny is there for 



him the other 23 hours and 55 minutes. You are trying to find an excuse for your 

       
incompetency and you are holding back my son’s cognitive development. You 


should be fired.

Teacher:
Mrs Fu, does your family speak or read English in your home?

Mother:
Of course not. We are Chinese.

Teacher:
Maybe your domestic helper could assist him with his English during the week?

Mother:
Impossible, she doesn’t have time and her English isn’t very good.

Teacher:
Well then, perhaps you could have him come to class more than once per week.

Mother:
No. His schedule is quite full.

Teacher:
Maybe you could arrange to have him learn one-on-one with a teacher. That 


way, there will be no other students to distract him from the work. However, you 


should know that one-on-one classes cost extra. 

Mother:
I refuse to pay extra. If you weren’t such a bad teacher, Elvis wouldn’t need to be 



taught individually.

Teacher:
O.K. I will see if the school will agree to waive the extra cost. How about 4 p.m. 


on Saturday?

Mother:
No. He has piano class at that time.
Teacher:
5.30 p.m.? 

Mother:
Certainly not. He has painting class then.

Teacher:
3 p.m. on Thursday?

Mother:
Impossible. He has French class at that time.

Teacher:
The only other opening I have available is Friday at 11 in the morning.

Mother:
Out of the question. That is the time when he does personal interview 



preparation. We are trying to get him into a very exclusive international school in 


Hong Kong.

Teacher:
Perhaps it would be more beneficial to start with a class in learning to tie his own 

shoes – O.K. When is he available?

Mother:
Ten o’clock on Saturday morning.

Teacher:
I’m sorry but I already teach a different class at the time.

Mother:
You are a bad teacher and you are destroying my son’s future.

Teacher:
I have an idea. Since you are not happy with my teaching, perhaps I can ask if any 

of the other teachers are available at 10 a.m. on Saturday to teach your son on a 


one-to-one basis. Would that be acceptable?

Mother:
No, I only want you to teach him

Teacher:
But you said that I am a bad teacher. There are lots of great teachers here at the 



school. Perhaps you will find that you like one of them better?

Mother:
Yes, but you are white and I want a gweilo teaching my son because it is important 



to me that he be the best at everything. He must be better at everything than all the 



other children. He is a genius.

Teacher:
Mrs Fu, I have an overpowering urge to murder you at the moment. It would 


be best if you left my classroom now. Goodbye.

Mother:
I am going to ensure that you never work as a teacher in Hong Kong again.

Teacher:
I very much hope that’s true. Please leave and take your son with you. You can 


probably find him in Room B, eating paste.
TASK 3
Match these words with the correct meanings.

1. proficient 


stop from breathing or developing properly 5
2. distracted 


producing good results for someone 13
3. layman



make sure 15
4. stab



meant only for a special minority 12
5. stifle



person paid to look after a child 7
6. absurd. 


skilful, able to do something well 1
7. nanny



stopped from paying attention to something 2
8. incompetency

stong desire to do something 14
9. cognitive


extremely silly 6
10. assist



lack of skill or ability
 8
 

11. waive



help 10
12. exclusive


ordinary person without special knowledge of a subject 3
13. beneficial


allow a rule to be ignored in a particular case 11
14. urge (noun)


hit someone hard with the end of a sharp object 4
15. ensure 


connected with understanding and reasoning 9
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:
1. The video presents a caricature (exaggerated description) of a Hong Kong parent but have you come across or heard of anyone who really has some of these attitudes?  Which of the attitudes or behaviour patterns are the commonest?
2. Explain the meaning of these phrases from the dialogue:

a. realize his full potential
do as well as his ability allows
b. poops his pants

defecates inside his trousers
c. in layman’s terms 
in ordinary language, without using special words
d. pick on him
choose him for unfair treatment
e. has anger management issues
cannot control his anger
3. In these clauses, the speakers place the main stress on the words highlighted in red. In each case most speakers would chose to emphasise another word in the clause. What are those other words and why would they normally be given the main stress” (You will need to look at the context to answer.)
a. `The other children in class are not as smart as he is’
Stress should be on `he’ because the point his the comparison between him and the others.
b. `but not a nine-year-old child.’
Stress should be on `nine’ because the important (and new) point is his age
c. `I only want you to teach him’
Stress should be on him because the point is a comparison between this teacher and others.
