ANSWERS TO SECTION A

A night of misery for those stuck in cars and lorries as snow and blizzards__ swept across northern Germany. Hundreds of drivers were forced to remain in their vehicles____ for several hours while the snow was cleared.

Other countries across Europe have also been hit by bitter conditions___. Nearly 140 people have frozen to death in Poland over the past few weeks. More snow has been falling in eastern and southern parts of Britain, with forecasters predicting_____ that up to 20 centimetres could settle______ over the next couple of days. The prime minister, Gordon Brown, has pledged___ that gas supplies would not run out and that road salt would get to where it was most needed.

Heavy snow is also continuing to cause problems in Denmark. Snowploughs_____ are fighting against the extreme___ weather conditions to keep routes clear.

In China, one person has died and five thousand people have had to leave their homes in the western Xinjiang province. The snow has flattened hundreds of houses and damaged_______ thousands more. Soldiers have been mobilised_____ to clear routes and to deliver food supplies to those who are trapped.

Alexandra Mackenzie, BBC News.

ANSWERS TO SECTION B
1. vehicle for clearing away snow

snowplough
2, storm with snow and strong winds

blizzard
3. send somewhere to be ready for action
mobilise


4. break or cause harm to


damage
5. very different from average

extreme
6. the way something is


condition
7. say what you think will happen

predict
8. promise




pledge
9. something in which people can travel on land
vehicle
10. come to a place and remain there

settle
