NEPAL AIR CRASH

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-15051868
These are two reports on the aircrash in Nepal on the morning of Sunday 25 September, the first from the BBc and the second adapted from the posting on a a Nepalese website, www.nepalnews.com.
TASK 1
Listen to the BBC report without reading the transcript below and answer the following questions:

1. Where was the plane expected to land?    Kathmandu
2. What was the weather like when it crashed?   There was heavy rain and fog
3. Did the Nepali who speaks on the video see the plane crash himself?   No
4. Were all the passengers already dead when rescuers arrived?   No
5. Why is tourism very important to Nepal?    It is a very poor country
TASK 2

Now listen to the video again and fill in the missing words:

Tourists killed in Buddah Air plane accident in Nepal

A morning sight-seeing trip ended here in tragedy. The Buddha airplane came down in heavy rain and fog, a few miles from its destination, Kathmandu. Local residents said the plane seemed to be flying too low and crashed into the wooded slopes. 

`Though we didn’t witness the accident directly, we heard a loud noise like that of houses being demolished by a great explosion. The plane looks like it crashed and went up in flames and all the parts sprinkled everywhere. 

Rescuers recovered the bodies. One passenger survived the crash but he later died under treatment. 

Buddha Air offers tourists an Everest experience package, making these spectacular mountain views accessible to those who don’t want to make the arduous climb.

This is the latest in a series of plane accidents in the area in recent years and will be seen as another blow to the tourism industry, so vital in this very poor country.

Buddha Air ranks the Beechcraft plane as the safest of its kind and officials will now be investigating why it crashed into the hills, apparently without any prior warning.
Emily Buchanan, BBC News

TASK 3
Now read the following, more detailed report and find TWO things which seem to contradict the statement in the BBC report that the aircraft crashed `without prior warning.’ Write them down here:
The plane had lost contact with the control tower before the crash.
The plane may have been on fire before it crashed.
Dead bodies of Buddha Air crash victims recovered
http://www.nepalnews.com/archive/2011/sep/sep25/news02.php 
All 19 dead bodies of the Buddha Air crash victims have been recovered from the crash site at Kotdanda hill, Lalitpur. One passenger had died while being rushed to hospital at Lalitpur.

The dead bodies have been brought to Tribhuvan Airport on an army helicopter.

Our correspondent Ram Humagai, who was at the crash site, said most of the bodies are identifiable. Parts of the aircraft are scattered within a periphery of about 200ft. A portion of the aircraft has been burnt. 

The crash victims are three Nepali crew members, ten Indians, three Nepali passengers, two Americans and one Japanese tourist.

Nepal Army, Armed Police Force and Nepal Police are collecting the wreckage after collecting the dead bodies.

Deputy Speaker Purna Kumar Subedi and senior government officials also visited the scene hours after the reports of the plane crash.

According to eyewitnesses, there was fire on the plane as it fell from the sky and slammed on the ground.

The Beechcraft 1900-D, which was returning after a mountain flight, crashed soon after it lost contact with the tower at around 7:30 am.

The sky over Kathmandu Valley was cloudy when the crash took place.
TASK 4
Match these words taken from the two passages with the correct meanings:
1. tragedy



earlier, happening before  7
2. witness 


very important 5
3. demolish


see or hear personally 2
4. spectacular


as it seems 6
5. vital



able to be recognized 8
6. apparently


hit with force 12
7. prior



the line around the outside edge of an area 10
8. identifiable


what is left after something is destroyed or very badly damaged 11
9. scatter



sad and terrible event 1
10. periphery


exciting to look at 4
11. wreckage


destroy completely 3
12. slam



leave in many different places 9
TASK 5
Answer the following questions:

1. What is the name of the nearest large town to the crash site?

Lalitpur (it has a hospital so must be quite large)
2. Describe the area in which the plane crashed.

It was on a wooded slope with houses nearby
3. How many of those who died were NOT Nepalis? 13
4. How many possible causes can you think of for an accident like this?  Is there any evidence in the reports which makes one or more of these possible causes more likely?

Mechanical failure

Pilot error

A bomb

If the witnesses who claimed the plane was already on fire are right, mechanical failure is a likely cause, or (less likely) a bomb.
