Mars tweets: Curiosity Rover's online persona

TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.

1. How many times was the tweet about Curisosity’s landing sent-on by other people?
2. Write the numbers 1, 2, 3 to indicate the order in which these people appear in the video:

Veronica MacGregor ___   Gaina Ghandchi _______Courtenay O’Connor ___ 

3. In which year did it become possible for people to use social media to contact NASA?

4. Name THREE social media sites which NASA makes use of
5. What alternative name for Mars is used in the video?
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words.
`The tweet that we posted ______________ after landing was re-tweeted over 72,000 times. We actually do get tweets where people say that they feel like you know they’re actually watching the landing on the moon again. You know it’s brought back that _____________ and that connection to the space programme into their lives. The whole social media phenomenon is just a huge ____________ in this.’ 

`My name is Courtenay O’Connor. I m a social media specialist here at GPL’
`And I’m Veronica MacGregor and I’m the ___________ of the news and social media office’. 

`People do respond to Rovers, part of it being the fact that they __________ to have a face.’ 

`Given that they look like these little creatures that you know you love and you want to know what they’ re doing on a day-to-day basis and they’re driving around and they’re taking pictures, it’s easier to see them as a ___________ as opposed to a spacecraft.

`Hello, my name is Saina Ghandchi, I’m a member of Engineering Operations Team

`One of the biggest differences that social media has made is that the public now has an open door to send a question or a ______________to NASA and get a reply and prior to 2008 that didn’t even exist. 
`We’ve developed a real ______________ of individuals who both advocate for the Agency but they also remind us that we’re here for them.’
`We can hear what people want. We can hear what people are looking for in space missions now. I think you know people at NASA headquarters are really paying ______________ to this.’
`We are on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Youstream. We’ve done chats in Radi (?)
We want to entice people to click on those ___________ and to read more about the mission and so we have a little fun with the tweets.

`It’s easier to write in first person as a Rover. I don’t know if you could write in first person as the International Space Station.’
And when Curiosity had her first CamCam laser test. we had a tweet the hache-type pewpew and I think it almost broke the Internet that day. People were really ___________ with that line.’
This Rover definitely has some bravado to her because she is the biggest ___________ Rover that has ever been sent to the Red Planet . 
`This is a great time for people to learn what goes into a space mission on a daily basis. This is ____________ you wouldn’t really get from a lot of reports because understandably the news media can’t cover a mission every single day.’
A lot of the glee of the tweets about her attributes comes just from us being so __________ about what she gets to bring tomorrow. 

There’s a very intense connection to her
TASK 3

Match these words from the passage with the meanings:

1. actually 


argue in favourr of someone or something

2. phenomenon


joy

3. prior



really, in fact

4. advocate (verb)

attract people to do something

5. agency



wanting to know knew things

6. entice



talking or acting in a way that makes you seem daring

7. curiosity


organization set up for a particular task

8. definitely


something that is observed, especially iif it is unusual
9. bravado 


earlier, before
10. glee 



without doubt
11. attribute


strong (especially of emotions)
12. intense



quality, characteristic
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:
1. Why do people feel a stronger connection to Rovers than to other types of spacecraft?
2. Why do you think NASA spends money employing social media specialists?

3. Which social media to you use yourself? What do you use them for?

4. Suggest some ways in which social media have made life better and some in which they have made it worse. 
