LATIN EXAMS IN HONG KONG
Exams shown in red can be taken by independent candidates in Hong Kong. They require candidates to be familiar with the main elements of Latin grammar, which is normally achieved by completing one of the standard courses (e.g. Cambridge Latin Course (in 5 volumes), Wheelock’s Latin, Latin via Ovid, So You Really Want to Learn Latin? (in 3 volumes) . The British exams and the American AP also involve the detailed study of prescribed extracts in the original Latin from Roman authors. I had one student who achieved a reasonable SAT score (680 out of 800) in just one year but two years would be the usual minimum and British scecondary schools normally do the public exam after four years’ study of the language.
1. SAT II (Subject Test): Latin

This test, for which I have coached two students in the past, is an optional paper in the SAT test administered by the US College Board and forming the major matriculation qualification for entrance to US colleges. The test is in Multiple Choice format and includes questions on grammar, English derivatives, translation and reading comprehension (both prose and verse) as well as scansion (with long vowels already marked). There are sample questions and other details available on-line at:

http://sat.collegeboard.com/practice/sat-subject-test-preparation and
http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/sat/materials
It is possible for individual teachers or students to register on-line to take the paper at one of two sessions held annually in Hong Kong. They will then be assigned to one of several test centres in the territory. Registration is done on the main SAT site (http://sat.collegeboard.org/register) but details for Hong Kong are available at http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ipe/sat/index.html 
The exam may be taken in December or June. The syllabus is not geared to any specific textbook nor is a prescribed vocabulary list prepared but testing points may include any of the basic grammar of the language, though some students take the exam before they have completed their second year of Latin under the US system.

Past papers are not published in their entirety but there are a couple of full-length tests of similar standard in Ronald Palma’s SAT Subject Test: Latin which can be ordered from
http://www.amazon.com/SAT-Subject-Test-Latin-CD-ROM/dp/0738602531 
or

http://www.bookdepository.com/SAT-Subject-Test-Latin-Ronald-Palma/9780738602530?selectCurrency=USD 

The author himself recommends for extra practice use of past papers from the US National Latin Exam (NLE – discussed below) 

2. GCSE Latin

This is the exam taken by most Latin students in the UK and is administered by the OCR (Oxford, Cambridge and Royal College of Arts Board). Documents (including past papers) are at:


http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/classics/latin/documents/index.html 

Candidates take two unseen comprehension and translation papers, one with a passage on mythology or domestic life, and one with a theme taken from Roman history. In addition they must take two of the following additional papers:

· 
Prose Literature (questions on comprehension, translation and analysis of extracts from a prose text prepared before the exam)

· 
Verse Literature (questions on comprehension, translation and analysis of extracts from a verse text prepared before the exam)

·  Sources for Latin (a paper on Roman culture using a collection of translations from ancient authors as source material)

Exam centres in Hong Kong are normally secondary schools following a British-style curriculum but a school is apparently not allowed to become a centre for GCSE Latin unless they have previously put a cohort through the international version of the exam.(see next item). There is a further difficulty that West Island School will not allow any candidate (even one of their own students) to take a GSCSE there unless they have been prepared for it within the school itself, while the Kellett International School is at the moment not prepared to host any external candidates. 

3. International GCSE Latin

Administered by Cambridge University, this is similar in scope to the GCSE but examined in just two papers though with a larger prescribed vocabulary than for the GCSE itself and reckoned to be a bit harder than the domestic British exam. This is currently the only British qualification at this level which can be taken by independent students in Hong Kong, although the HKEAA, which has to make special invigilation arrangements on a one-off basis, imposes an extra charge on top of the standard fee. Details for taking the exam (including past and specimen papers) are available at:

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ipe/gce_gcse_igcse/igcse/#3  
There are two one-and-a-half hour papers, the first testing unseen reading and comprehension and the second on the set texts. I have posted materials for the exam on my own site at http://linguae.weebly.com/igcse-latin.html  

This includes materials on the set texts for 2013-2015, viz. extracts from Aeneid II and selections from the anthology Two Centuries of Latin Prose. I have also prepared detailed notes on the 200 lines from the Aeneid, including commentary, translation and extensive vocabulary help, and I can provide a copy to anybody who needs it

Three of my students took the exam in summer 2013 (gaining grades A*, A and B) as did two students at the French International School. I had one student of my own who took the exam in summer 2014 along with five of Chris Coetzee’s students from the ISF Academy. My student, who had constantly cancelled classes, only managed an E,
4. WJEC Certificate in Latin

Though it involves taking only two papers and is not actually called a GCSE. I am assured by the head of the Cambridge School Classics Project, which has a tie-up with this exam, that the standard is the same and the qualification equally useful. Details (including links specimen papers) at:

http://www.wjec.co.uk/about-us/latest-news/New-WJEC-Latin-Certificates-fully-accredited The exam is administered by the Welsh Joint Examination Committee (WJEC) and Kellett School is now registered as a centre though not accepting external candidates. Candidates need to choose between Language and Literature, Language only (unseen Latin on both papers, with the standard of difficulty higher on the second one) or Language and Roman Culture. The literature option involves the study of set texts while the culture paper draws heavily on the topics included in the different stages of the Cambridge Latin Course (CLC). Students can test themselves on the prescribed vocabulary on a section of the CLC website. In the WJEC as in GCSE, candidates have to answer questions on the style of a piece of writing (e.g. `Describe, with reference to the Latin, how the author makes this an effective piece of writing’). This qualification will lose its recognition as a GCSE equivalent after 2017 and from 2018 WJEC will be offering a new GCSE examination, details of which are available at: 
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/latin/ 
I have not yet examined this fully myself nor do I yet know whether it will be possible to take it in Hong Kong. 
5. National Latin Exam (NLE)

This exam, held at the end of February/beginning of March each year, is not a matriculation qualification and supervision is less rigorous than the other exams but it provides a good benchmarking system for students to measure their progress in the subject. There are six different levels (Intro (formerly taken by some of the students at the HKUST), Latin I, Latin II, Latin III. Latin III-IV and Latin V-VI), geared roughly to the US secondary school syllabus, and details, together with past papers for the last twelve years are at: http://www.nle.org/  The past papers from level III upwards are good practice for the SAT exam described above, having a similar multiple-choice format..

Registration forms can be downloaded from the site and an invigilator must be arranged for the one-hour exam session. In the past, I have had students take the introductory, Latin I, Latin II ,Latin III, and Latin III-IV (Prose) levels at HKUST but as Latin has now been discontinued there, I am trying to make arrangements with another institution . The levels mentioned would normally be taken by American high School students taking full Latin I , II, III  and IV courses (4 or 5 classes per week)..  There is some reference material to help prepare for the exam at http://linguae.weebly.com/nle.html  
6. Advanced Placement (AP) Latin
Roughly equivalent to British A-level, this US exam, like S.A.T. is administered by the College Board and, as the name implies, allows students to gain advance credits that can be used to meet some of the requirements of a 1st year college course. Students can apply on-line to take the course as individuals but it is better to be following a recognized course of instruction. Students are required to prepare about 900 lines of Vergil, taken from Books 1, 2, 4 and 6 of the Aeneid plus about 50 chapters (paragraphs) from Books 1, 4, 5 and 6 of Caesar’s De Bello Gallico. They have also to read Books 1, 2, 4, 6, 8 and 12 of the Aeneid and Books 1, 6 and 7 of De Bello Gallico in English. The exam is divided into two parts, each counting for 50% of the total score. The first part (one hour) comprises multiple-choice questions on passages from the prescribed texts plus unseen passages, to prepare for which candidates are recommended to have practiced sight reading of Nepos, Cicero (excluding the letters), Pliny the Younger, Seneca the Younger, Catullus, Ovid, Martial and Tibullus. In the second part of the exam (two hours including 15 minutes for reading the paper), based entirely on the set texts, students translate passages, write an extended essay comparing two given extracts and give brief answers to questions to shorter extracts. As well as demonstrating full comprehension of the text, they are expected to discuss general themes from both Latin and English readings, analyse passages from a stylistic viewpoint, including knowing the technical names for a wide range of figures of speech and being able to scan hexameters without the help of the macrons provided at S.A.T. level. I had one student who was planning to take the exam in summer 2015 but we have agreed this is too ambitions. One former student is currently taking an on-line course in preparation for taking the exam this year (2018). Full details of the exam are available in the booklet AP Latin Course and Exam Description that can be downloaded from the College Board site. Some practice material is available on the same site.
