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Although the first Christian missionary probably traveled through Nepal in 1626, his successors were barred from entering the country after the Hindu Shah dynasty unified the country in the late 18th century. From 1951 onwards, missionaries were again admitted but a legal ban both on proselytizing and on individuals’ abandoning Hinduism meant that their activity was restricted largely to providing educational and medical services. After the establishment of parliamentary democracy in 1990, Hindus were legally permitted to convert to another religion and have done so in substantial numbers but active proselytizing remains prohibited, even though Nepal is now officially a secular state.  The talk examines how different Christian denominations have adapted to this situation and also how they relate to a Hindu-majority society in which Maoists are now the strongest political force. These issues raise the larger question of the balance between tolerance for diversity and the right to try to convince others of the truth of one’s own beliefs.
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