IMMIGRANTS LEARNING ENGLISH

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-23271315
A UK minister speaking about the importance of ensuing everyone living in the UK is proficient in English
TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.
1. What part of London is The Arbour in?  East London
2. What does the centre teach apart from English language? Life skills
3. Which TWO parts of the UK does the figure of 2% unable to communicate in English apply to? England and Wales
4. How much do local authorities spend on translation services each year? £20 million
5. How many languages are documents translated into? 75
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

Speaking English is essential to living and working in Britain. It’s a passport to prosperity and without it people are very limited in what they can do. And in some immigrant communities learning English doesn’t happen and this is not right. I believe if you want to live here you must learn to speak the language. 

I’m here at The Arbour, which is a community centre in the east of London, which is here to help people lean English. It runs a number of courses, including mentoring service, and some specifically there to help their mums who’ve migrated to this country and have virtually no English.

`Learning English is really important. I think anybody who’s newly arrived in a new country, whoever you are, I think one of the things you want to get to grips with first – first and foremost – is the language. I think that umm there are lots of other areas and what we provide at The Arbour is a range of life skills to help the women integrate umm successfully into the community.’
Looking at the bigger picture, the census two years ago showed that across England and Wales 2% of the population can’t speak English or speak it poorly. When you look across London, that figure jumps to 9% so that’s 150,000 people who can’t speak English can’t communicate with their fellow citizens.  Now these are people who are going to have great difficulty going out to the shops, even for something as simple as a pint of milk and they’re going to have difficulty talking to their neighbours,

`It’s important for me because I came from different country, different background, different language as well, so this country’s new for me, so I want to know about this country, and their people, about their passport, about the shopping and err every thing and want to know – to make friends here.’
It’s also good for the wider community. I want people to work together and to live together, to integrate and form friendships and get along with each other – not to lead separate lives. How can you interact with people from other countries and cultures if you can’t talk to them? 

There are also financial benefits. Translation services are very expensive. Independent research shows that local authorities alone spend nearly $20 million a year translating a variety of documents from English to 75 languages. This money would be better directed to help all residents and all communities. But it isn’t just about the money, it’s about making Britain a better place to live and this is what centres like this are doing.    

TASK 3

Match these words with the correct meanings.

1. prosperity



almost 4
2. mentor (vb)



being well-off 1



3. specifically



collection of statistical information about a population 7
4. virtually



provide with long-term individual support and advice 2
5. foremost



for or with just this 3
6. integrate



most important 5  
7. census




become part of a harmonious whole 6
TASK 4
Answer the following questions.

1. One reason the speaker gives for encouraging immigrants to learn English is that it would make life easier for the individuals concerned. What are the two other reasons he mentions?

It helps integration between different communities and it avoids the need for expensive translation services.
2. What makes it difficult for some people to learn a new language when they migrate?

(e.g.) It is generally more difficult for older people to learn a language than for children. Also in some communities there may be a tradition (especially for women) of mixing as little as possible with peo[ple different from themselves.
3. There has been a lot of discussion about the language problems of ethnic minorities in Hong Kong. What are the differences between the situation here and that in the UK?
(e.g.) The percentage of the population who belong to ethnic minorities is larger in the UK (especially in major cities) than in HK. Also minorities in HK need to learn Chinese as well as English.
