LIBER IX
[1] Post hunc Maximīnus ex corpore mīlitārī prīmus ad imperium accessit sōlā mīlitum 
   After   him   Maiminus    from  cadre      military  first  to     power     came   by-alone of-soldiers
voluntāte, cum nūlla senātūs intercessisset auctōritās neque ipse senātor esset. Is bellō 
will          when  no   of-senate   had-been-involved  authority  nor   himself  senator  was  he with-war
adversus Germānōs fēlīciter gestō cum ā mīlitibus imperātor esset appellātus, ā Pupiēnō 
against       Germans  successfully waged when  by   soldiers   emperor  had-been  hailed    by Pupienus
Aquilēiae occīsus est dēserentibus eum mīlitibus suīs cum fīliō adhūc puerō, cum quō 
at-Aquileia   killed    was  deserting       him  soldiers   own   with   son   still  boy    with  whom
imperāverat trienniō   et paucīs diēbus.
 
he-had-ruled   for-three-years and  a-few   days
[2] Posteā trēs simul Augustī fuērunt, Pupiēnus, Balbīnus, Gordiānus, duo superiōrēs 
Afterwards    three at-same-time emperors there-were Pupienus Balbinus         Gordianus two    former
obscūrissimō genere, Gordiānus nōbilis, quippe cuius pater, senior Gordiānus, cōnsēnsū 
from-very-obscure  family   Gordianus   a-noble   since      his   father  elder   Gordianus     with-consent
mīlitum, cum prōcōnsulātum Āfricae gereret, Maximīnō imperante prīnceps fuisset ēlēctus.
 
of-soldiers  when    proconsulship  of-Africa he-was-holding when-Maximinus ruling   emperor    had-been elected
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The Danube Frontier

Itaque cum Rōmam vēnissent, Balbīnus et Pupiēnus in Palātiō interfectī sunt, sōlī Gordiānō 
And-so   when to-Rome they-had-come  Balbinus   and Pupienus  in  palace       killed  were  for-alone Gordian
reservātum. Gordiānus admodum puer cum Tranquillīnam Rōmae dūxisset uxōrem, Iānum 
[place] kept     Gordianus     vvery-much boy   when   Tranquillina     at-Rome  he-had-taken  as-wife Janus
Geminum aperuit et    ad Orientem profectus Parthīs bellum intulit, quī iam mōliēbantur 
Geminus [temple-of] opened and  to   Orient     setting-out  on-Parthians war     made  who now   were-preparing
ērumpere.
 Quod quidem fēlīciter gessit proeliīsque ingentibus Persās adflīxit. Rediēns haud 
to-break-out     which   indeed  successfully he-waged and-in-battles   huge   Persians   assailed   returning  not
longē ā Rōmānīs fīnibus interfectus est fraude Philippī, quī post eum imperāvit.
 Mīles
 eī 
far   from  Roman   frontiers   killed      he-was  by-trickery of-Philip who after  him  was-emperor army for-him
tumulum vīcēsimō mīliāriō ā Circēsiō,
 quod castrum nunc Rōmānōrum est Euphrātae 
mound        at-20th     mile-stone from Circesium which   fort     now   of-Romans     is    Euphrates
inminēns, aedificāvit, exequiās Rōmam revēxit, ipsum Dīvum appellāvit.
overlooks     built         remains    to-Rome   carried-back  man-himself god   called
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Relief carving at Naqsh-e rostam in Iran, showing Philip the Arab kneeling in submission before King Shapor I of Persia and Valerian held cative by the arm
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Naghsh-e_rostam,_Ir%C3%A1n,_2016-09-24,_DD_12.jpg 
[3] Philippī duo, fīlius ac pater, Gordiānō occīsō imperium invāsērunt atque exercitū incolumī 
Philips        the-two son  and  father with-Gordian  killed   power       took        and  with-army    safe
reductō ad Ītaliam ex Syriā profectī sunt. Hīs imperantibus mīllēsimus annus Rōmae urbis 
brought-back to Italy    from  Syria   set    out   with-them   ruling      thousandth  year      of-Rome  city
ingentī lūdōrum apparātū spectāculōrumque celebrātus est. Ambō deinde ab exercitū interfectī 
with-huge  of-games   arrangements  and-of-shows      celebrated   was  both    then    by    army    killed
sunt, senior Philippus Vērōnae, Rōmae iūnior. Annīs quīnque imperāvērunt; inter Dīvōs tamen 
were   elder     Philip      at-Verona  at-Rome  younger for-years  five      they-ruled     among  gods however
relātī sunt.

enrolled  they-were
[4] Post hōs Decius ē Pannoniā īnferiōre Budaliae
 nātus imperium sūmpsit. Bellum cīvīle, 
   After  them Decius  from Pannonia   Lower     at-Budalia  born     power      assumed      war   civil
quod in Galliā mōtum fuerat oppressit. Fīlium suum Caesarem fēcit. Rōmae lavācrum 
which  in  Gaul   launched  had-been he-suppressed  son    his     Caesar    he-made at-Rome   baths
aedificāvit. Cum imperāssent bienniō ipse et fīlius, uterque in Barbaricō interfectī sunt. Senior 
he-built         when they-had-ruled  for-two-years he  and son    both    in barbarian-territory killed  were the-elder
meruit inter Dīvōs referrī.
 
earned   among  gods   to-be-enrolled
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Gothic Invasions in Decius’s reign

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decius#/media/File:Battle_of_Abritus.jpg 
[5] Mox imperātōrēs creātī sunt Gallus Hostiliānus et Gallī fīlius Volusiānus. Sub hīs 
   Soon     emperors      made   were  Gllus  Hostilianus  and Gallus’s son    Volusianus    under these
Aemiliānus in Moesiā rēs novās mōlītus est; ad quem opprimendum cum ambō profectī 
 Aemilianus   in   Moesia   revolution      prepared   for   whom  being-suppressed  when  both set-out
essent, Interamnae interfectī sunt nōn conplētō bienniō. Nihil omnīnō clārum gessērunt. Sōlā 
had        at-Interamna  killed    they-were  not  completed two-years nothing  at-all  noteworthy they-did  for-alone
pestilentiā et morbīs atque aegritūdinibus nōtus eōrum prīncipātus fuit.
 
plague      and  diseases  and     for-ilnesses     knowm  their     principate  was
[6] Aemiliānus obscūrissimē nātus obscūrius imperāvit ac tertiō mēnse extīnctus est.
 
Aemilianus     most-obscurely  born    more-obscurely  ruled  and  in-third  month    died
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Contemporary cameo of the capture of Valerian by Shapur at Edessa in 260 A.D.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cameo_Shapur_Valerianus_Bab360_CdM_Paris.jpg
[7] Hinc Licinius Valeriānus in Raetiā et Nōricō agēns ab exercitū imperātor et mox Augustus 
    Next   Licinius   Valerianus   in  Raetia and Noricum operating by  army      emperor   and soon   Augustus
est factus. Galliēnus quoque Rōmae ā senātū Caesar est appellātus.
 Hōrum imperium 
was   made    Gallienus   also     at-Rome  by  senate Caesar  was   declared    their       rule    
Rōmānō nōminī perniciōsum et paene exitiābile fuit vel īnfēlīcitātē prīncipum vel ignāviā.
 
to-Roman   name     pernicious    and almost  fatal      was  either by-bad-luck  of-emperors  or  by laziness
Germānī Rāvennam usque vēnērunt. Valeriānus in Mesopotamiā bellum gerēns ā Sapōre, 
Germans     Ravenna     as-far-as   came     Valerian    in  Mesopotamia      war     waging  by Sapor
Persārum rēge, superātus est, mox etiam captus apud Parthōs ignōbilī servitūte cōnsenuit.
 
of-Persians   king   conquered  was   soon   also   captured among Parthians in-disgraceful servitudes  grew-old
[8] Galliēnus, cum adulēscēns factus esset Augustus, imperium prīmum fēlīciter, mox 
  Gallienus       when   as-young-man  made  had-been Augustus   empire     first   successfully  soon
commodē, ad ultimum perniciōsē gessit. Nam iuvenis in Galliā et Illyricō multa strēnuē fēcit 
adequately   at    the-end   disastrously  governed for     as-young in  Gaul  and Illyria many-things energetically did
occīsō    apud Mursam Ingenuō, quī purpuram sūmpserat, et Trebelliānō.
 Diū placidus et 
having-been-killed  at   Mursa    Ingenuus   who   purple     had-assumed  and  Trebellianus for-long calm   and
quiētus, mox in omnem lascīviam dissolūtus, tenendae reī pūblicae habēnās probrōsā ignāviā 
quiet       son  to   all[kinds-of] debauchery giving-way of-governing    of-state     reins      with-criminal laziness
et dēspērātiōne laxāvit. Alamannī vastātīs     Galliīs in Ītaliam penetrāvērunt. Dācia, quae ā 
and    despair slackened  Aleamanni having-been-ravaged  Gauls  into Italy       penetrated        Dacia  which by
Traiānō ultrā Danubium fuerat adiecta, tum āmissa, Graeciā, Macedonia, Pontus, Asia vastāta 
Trajan    beyond   Danube    had-been  annexed then  lost       Greece    Macedonia     Pontus  Asia laid-waste
est per Gothōs, Pannonia ā Sarmatīs Quādīsque populāta est, Germānī usque ad Hispāniās 
was  by   Goths    Pannonia  by   Sarmatians  and-Quadis ravaged   was   Germans  right-up to  the-Spains
penetrāvērunt et cīvitātem nōbilem Tarracōnem expugnāvērunt, Parthī Mesopotamiā occupātā 
penetrated        and  city      noble       Tarraco        stormed         Parthians   with-Mesopotamia seized
Syriam sibi coeperant vindicāre.

Syria    for-themselves began   to-claim
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The Crisis of the Third Century: Invasions in Gallienus’s Reign (253-68 A.D.)
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/numiswiki/view.asp?key=The%20Age%20of%20Gallienus
[9] Iam dēspērātīs rēbus et dēlētō paene imperiō Rōmānō Postumus in Galliā, obscūrissimē 
      No in-despaied-of  situation and destroyed almost  empire   Roman   Postumus  in  Gaul   most-obscurely
nātus, purpuram sūmpsit et per annōs decem ita imperāvit, ut cōnsūmptās paene prōvinciās 
born      purple      assumed and for  years   ten    so  ruled        that  destroyed    almost   provinces
ingentī virtūte    et moderātiōne reparāverit.
 Quī sēditiōne mīlitum interfectus est, quod 
with-enormous courage  and   restraint      he-resored    he    by-mutiny     of-soldiers   killed  was   because
Mogontiacum cīvitātem, quae adversus eum rebellāverat Laeliānō rēs novās mōliente, 
Mogontiacum       city       which    against  him    had-rebelled   with-Laelianus revolution   preparing
dīripiendam mīlitibus trādere nōluisset. Post eum Marius, vīlissimus opifex, purpuram accēpit 
for-sacking    to-soldiers to-hand-over had-been-unwillling after him  Marius a-very-low-class tradesman the-purple received
et secundō diē interfectus est.
 Victorīnus posteā Galliārum accēpit imperium, vir 
and  on-second day  killed      was   Victorinus   afterwards  of-Gauls   received    empire    man
strēnuissimus, sed cum nimiae libīdinis esset et mātrimōnia aliēna corrumperet, Agrippīnae 
most-energetic    but   since  of-excessive  lust  he-was and  wives     of-others  seduced     at-Agrippina
occīsus est āctuāriō quōdam   dolum māchinante, imperiī suī annō secundō.
  
killed   he-was by-quartermaster a-certain  trap     devising       of-rule  his   in-year  second                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
[10] Huic successit Tetricus senātor, quī Aquītāniam honōre praesidis administrāns absēns ā 
  Him       succeeded    Tetricus  senator   who  Aquitania   with-honour  of-president  governing  in-absentia by                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
mīlitibus imperātor ēlēctus est et apud Burdigalam purpuram sūmpsit. Sēditiōnēs multās 
soldiers     emperor     elected  was and at   Burdigala        purple      assumed     revolts     many
mīlitum pertulit.
 Sed dum   haec in Galliā geruntur, in Oriente per Odenāthum Persae vīctī 
of-soldiers he-endured  but  while these-things in Gaul    are-done   in  East     by    Odenathus   Persians defeated 
sunt. Dēfēnsā Syriā, receptā Mesopotamiā usque ad Ctēsiphontem Odenāthus penetrāvit.
 
were  having-been-defended Syria recovered  Mesopotamia     right-up  to   Ctesiphon         Odenathus      penetrated
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The theatre at Palmyra, capital of Odenathus and Zenobia

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/05/russia-palmyra-orchestra/481512/ 

[11] Ita Galliēnō rem pūblicam dēserente Rōmānum imperium in Occīdente per Postumum, 
  Thus   with-Gallienus  state          deserting   Roman      empire    in   West       by   Postumus
per Odenāthum in Oriente servātum est.
 Galliēnus intereā Mediolānī cum Valeriānō frātre 
by   Odenathus    in  East      saved    was     Gallienus   meanwhile at-Mediolanum with   Valerian   brother
occīsus est imperiī annō nōnō Claudiusque eī successit ā mīlitibus ēlēctus, ā senātū 
killed    was   of-rule  in-year ninth  and-Claudius   him   succeeded by   soldiers chosen   by  senate
appellātus Augustus. Hic Gothōs Illyricum Macedoniamque vastantēs ingentī proeliō vīcit. 
called        Augustus   He  Goths    Illyricum     and-Macedonia     raaging      in-huge   batte   defeated
Parcus vir ac modestus et iūstī tenāx      ac reī pūblicae gerendae idōneus, quī tamen intrā 
Thrifty  man and self-controlled and of-justice upholderr  and   for-state  being-administered suitable who however within
imperiī biennium morbō interiit. Dīvus appellātus est. Senātus eum ingentī honōre decorāvit, 
of-rule     two-years  from-illness died     God   called    he-was   senate  him   with-great   honour adorned
scīlicet ut in cūriā clipeus ipsī aureus, item in Capitōliō statua aurea pōnerētur.
 
Namely  that in senate-house shield for-him  golden  also on  Capitoline  statue golden   should-be-placed
[12] Quintillus post eum, Claudiī frāter, cōnsēnsū mīlitum imperātor ēlēctus est, ūnicae 
     Quintillus   after    him   of-Claudius brother  by-consent  of-soldiers as-emperor chosen was  of-unique
moderātiōnis vir et cīvīlitātis, aequandus frātrī vel praepōnendus. Cōnsēnsū senātūs appellātus 
moderation      man and  of-courtesy to-be-put-on-level with-brother or put-ahead   with-agreement  of-senate called
Augustus septimō decimō imperiī diē occīsus est.
 
Augustus  on-seventh    tenth    of-rule   day   killed  he-was
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The divided empire (271 A.D.)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallic_Empire#/media/File:Map_of_Ancient_Rome_271_AD.svg 
[13] Post eum Aurēliānus suscēpit imperium, Dāciā Rīpēnsī
 oriundus, vir in bellō potēns, 
    After   him   Aurelianus    assumed  power      from-Dacia Ripensis   originating  man  in   war effective
animī tamen inmodicī   et ad crūdēlitātem prōpēnsiōris. Is quoque Gothōs strēnuissimē vīcit. 
of-spirit  however unrestrained  and  to     cruelty       tending       he   also   Goths    most—quickly defeated
Rōmānam diciōnem ad fīnēs prīstinōs variā bellōrum fēlīcitātē revocāvit. Superāvit in Galliā 
Roman      rule         to  boundaries former with-various of-wars  success  brought-back  he-defeated in  Gaul
Tetricum apud Catalaunōs
 ipsō Tetricō prōdente exercitum suum, cuius adsiduās sēditiōnēs 
Tetricus  in-territory-of  Catalauni   with-himself Tetricus betraying   army     his-own  whose  continual  mutinies
ferre nōn poterat. Quīn etiam per litterās occultās Aurēliānum ita fuerat dēprecātus, ut inter 
to-bear not  he-was-able  indeed  even through letter  secret     Aurelian    in-such-a-way he-had beseeched that  inter
aliā versū Vergiliānō ūterētur: "Ēripe mē hīs, invicte, malīs".
 Zēnobiam quoque, quae 
alia  verse   of-Virgil  he-used Whisk-away me from-these invincible-one evils      Zenobia     also    who 

occīsō Odenāthō marītō Orientem tenēbat, haud longē ab Antiochīā sine gravī proeliō cēpit, 
hving-been-killed Odenathus hisband  East   was-controlling not  from  from  Antioch without major battle  he-captured
ingressusque Rōmam nōbilem triumphum quasi receptor Orientis Occidentisque ēgit 
and-having-entered  Rome     noble    triumph     as-if  reconqueror  of-East   and-of-West     he-held
praecēdentibus currum Tetricō et Zēnobiā. Quī quidem Tetricus corrēctor Lūcāniae posteā fuit 
going-in-front-of   [his]chariot  Tetricus and  Zenobia  this     indeed  Tetricus   governor  of-Lucania afterwads was
ac prīvātus diūtissimē vīxit; Zēnobia autem posterōs, quī adhūc manent, Rōmae relīquit.
 
and   as-private-citizen very-long lived  Zenobia moreover descendants who still    remain     in-Rome  left
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Coin of Zenobia (272) proclaiming her as empress (AUG[USTA])

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zenobia#/media/File:Zenobia_obversee.png 

[14] Hōc imperante etiam in urbe monētāriī rebellāvērunt vitiātīs pecūniīs  et Fēlīcissimō
  With-him   ruling     also    in  city   coiners     rebelled    having-been-debased coinage and-with-Felicissimus
ratiōnālī interfectō.
  Quōs Aurēliānus vīctōs ultimā crūdēlitāte conpescuit. Plūrimōs nōbilēs 
head-of-mint  having-been-killed them  Aurelianus  defeated with-utmost  cruelty   suppressed     very-many  nobles
capite damnāvit. Saevus et sanguinārius ac necessārius magis in quibusdam quam in ūllō 
to-death  he-condemned  savage and   blood-thirsty and  more-necessary  rather in  certain-respects than  in any[respect]
amābilis imperātor.
 Trux omnī tempore, etiam fīliī sorōris interfector, disciplīnae tamen 
kind        emperor       harsh   at-every  time   even  of-son   of-sister  killer       of-discipline    however
mīlitāris et mōrum dissolūtōrum magnā ex parte corrēctor.
 
Military    and  of-morals   dissolute    great  from   part   corrector
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The Aurelian Wall near the Porta San Sebastiano on the south side of the city
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aurelian_Walls#/media/File:Celio_-_le_mura_tra_porta_san_Sebastiano_e_porta_Ardeatina_1974. 
[15] Urbem Rōmam mūrīs firmiōribus cīnxit. Templum Solī aedificāvit, in quō īnfīnītum 
   City     Rome   with-walls   stronger he-surrounded  Temple of-Sun   he-built   in  which limitless-amount  
aurī gemmārumque cōnstituit.
 Prōvinciam Dāciam, quam Traiānus ultrā Danubium fēcerat, 
of-gold    and-jewels     he-placed      province    Dacia      which   Trajan    beyond  Danube   had-created
intermīsit, vastātō omnī Illyricō et Moesiā, dēspērāns eam posse retinēre, abductōsque 
he-gave-up  having-been-ravaged all  Illyricum and Moesia despairing   it  to-be-able to-retain  and-evacuated
Rōmānōs ex urbibus et agrīs Dāciae in mediā Moesiā collocāvit appellāvitque eam Dāciam, 
Romans    from cities  and countryside  of-Dacia in  centre-of Moaesia  settled   and-called        it   Dacia
quae nunc duās Moesiās dīvidit et est in dextrā Danubīō in mare fluentī, cum anteā fuerit in 
which   now  two   Moesias   divides and is  on right-side  with-Danibe into sea  flows    when  before  it-was on
laevā.
 Occīditur servī suī fraude, quī ad quōsdam mīlitārēs virōs, amīcōs ipsīus, nōmina 
left      He-is-killed of-slave his-own by-trickery who to   certain   military    men    friends  of-him  names
pertulit adnotāta, falsō manum eius imitātus, tamquam Aurēliānus ipsōs parāret occīdere; 
he-brought noted-down falsely hand-writing  his   imitating  as-if       Aurelian    then   was-preparing  to-kill
itaque ut praevenīrētur, ab īsdem interfectus est in itineris mediō, quod inter Cōnstantīnopolim 
and-thus so-that it-could-be-prevented by same-men  killed he-was in of-route  middle   which  between  Constantinople
et Hēraclēam est strātae veteris; locus Caenophrūrium appellātur. Mors tamen eius inulta nōn 
and   Heraclea  is  along-road   old   place   Caenophurium      is-called    death   however his unavenged noy
fuit. Meruit quoque inter Dīvōs referrī.
 
was    he-earned  also among  Gods to-be-enrolled
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Dacia south of the Danube (the later provinces of Dacia Ripensis and Dacia Mediterranea correspond roughly to Dacia Aureliana, established in 270-75

By Cplakidas - https://wiki2.org/en/Dacia_Aureliana#/media/File:Balkans_6th_century.svg
[16] Tacitus post hunc suscēpit imperium, vir ēgregiē mōrātus et reī pūblicae gerendae 
     Tacitu  s  after  him    assumed    power    man  outstandingly moral and   for-state     being-administered
idōneus. Nihil tamen clārum potuit ostendere intrā sextum mēnsem imperiī morte 
suitable   nothing  however distinguished he-was-able to-show within   sixth   month  of-rule  by-death  praeventus.
 Flōriānus, quī Tacitō successerat, duōbus mēnsibus et diēbus XX in imperiō fuit 
prevented        Florianus    who    Tacitus   had-succeeded for-two    months  and   days  20  in  power  was  
neque quicquam dignum memoriā ēgit.
 
and-not   anything      worthy of-record he-did
[17] Post hunc Probus, vir inlūstris glōriā mīlitārī, ad administrātiōnem reī pūblicae accessit. 
   After    him   Probis  man  illustrious through-glory military to   administration        of-state      came
Galliās     ā barbarīs occupātās ingentī proeliōrum fēlīcitāte restituit. Quōsdam imperium 
The-Gallic-provinces by barbarians  occupied by-huge    of-battles    success    he-restored   certain-people power
ūsūrpāre cōnātōs, scīlicet Sāturnīnum in Oriente, Proculum et Bonōsum Agrippīnae,
 
to-usurp   having-tried namely    Saturninus   in   East      Proculus   and  Bononsus   at-Agrippina
certāminibus oppressit.
 Vīneās Gallōs et Pannoniōs habēre permīsit, opere mīlitārī Almam 
in-fights        he-suppressed  vineyards Gauls  and  Pannonians  to-have  he-allowed with-labour military  Alma
montem apud Sirmium et Aureum apud Moesiam superiōrem vīneīs cōnseruit et 
mountain   at      Sirmium and [Mt] Aureus in    Moesia     superior     with-vines  he-planted and
prōvinciālibus colendōs dedit.
 Hic cum bella innumera gessisset, pāce parātā    dīxit brevī 
to-provincials   to-be-cultivated he-gave   He  when wars immumerable he-had-waged with-peace esatablished he-said soon
mīlitēs necessāriōs nōn futūrōs. Vir ācer, strēnuus, iūstus et quī Aurēliānum aequāret glōriā 
soldiers     necessary  not  going-to-be  man keen   energetic   just  and who  Aurelian       equalled  in-glory
mīlitārī, mōrum autem cīvīlitāte superāret. Interfectus tamen est Sirmiī   tumultū mīlitārī in 
military    in-manners however politeness excelled [him]  Killed   however he-was at-Sirmium in-disturbance military  in  
turrī ferrātā.
 
tower  iron
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Gold coin of Probus (IMP[ERATOR] PROBUS AUG [USTUS])
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[18] Post hunc Cārus est factus Augustus, Narbōne nātus in Galliā. Is cōnfestim Carīnum et 
    After    him  Carus  was  made Augustus     at-Narbo   born   in   Gaul  he  immediately  Carinus and
Numeriānum fīliōs Caesarēs fēcit.
 Sed dum bellum adversus Sarmatās gerit,   

Numerianus      sons    Caesars   made    but  while  war      against   Sarmatians he-was- waging 

nūntiātō     Persārum tumultū ad Orientem profectus rēs contrā Persās nōbilēs gessit. Ipsōs 
having-been-announced of-Persians disturbance to  East      setting-out things  against Persians splendid he-achieved them
proeliō fūdit, Cochēn
 et Ctēsiphontem, urbēs nōbilissimās, cēpit. Et cum castra super 
in-battle   he-routed Coche  and   Ctesiphon      cities    most-noble  he-captured and when  camp   on
Tigridem habēret, vī dīvīnī fulminis periit.
   Numeriānus quoque, fīlius eius, quem sēcum 
Tigris       he-held  by-force of-divine thunderbolt he-perished   Numerianus  also    son  his    whom  with-him
Caesarem ad Persās dūxerat, adulēscēns ēgregiae indolis, cum oculōrum dolōre correptus in 
as-Caesar    against Persians he-had-brought  youth   of-outstanding nature  when   of-eyes    by-pain  seized   in
lectīculā veherētur, inpulsōre Aprō, quī socer eius erat, per īnsidiās occīsus est.
 Et cum dolō 
litter   he-was-being-carried with-instigator Aper who  father-in-law was through ambush   killed   was and when by-trick
occultārētur ipsīus mors, quousque Aper invādere posset imperium, foetōre cadāveris prōdita 
was-being-concealed his    death  until     Aper   seize      could      power  by-foul-smell of-corpse  given-away
est. Mīlitēs enim, quī eum sequēbantur, pūtōre commōtī dēductīs lectīculae palliīs post aliquot 
it-was   soldiers for   who  him  were-following  by-stench   affected drawn-back  of-litter    curtains  after   some
diēs mortem eius notam habēre potuērunt. 
days  death      his  known   to-have  were-able
[19] Intereā Carīnus, quem Caesarem ad Parthōs proficīscēns Cārus in Illyricō, Galliā, Ītaliā 
  Meanwhile     Carinus   whom  as-Caesar against Parthians   setting-out   Carus  in   Illyricum,  Gaul,  Italy
relīquerat, omnibus sē sceleribus inquināvit. Plūrimōs innoxiōs fictīs crīminibus occīdit, 
has-left        by-all    self   crimes    disgraced    very many    innocents on-fabricated charges   he-killed
mātrimōnia nōbilia corrūpit, condiscipulīs quoque, quī eum in audītōriō vel levī fatīgātiōne 
wives          of-nobles he-seduced  for- fellow-students   also   who him   in   lecture-hall  even by-trivial banter
taxāverant, perniciōsus fuit.
 Ob quae omnibus hominibus invīsus nōn multō post poenās 
had-taunted     ruinous   he-was  because-of these-things to-all   men     hateful  not    much   later    penalty 
dedit. Nam dē Perside victor exercitus rediēns, cum Cārum Augustum fulmine, Numeriānum 
he-paid for   from  Persia     victorious army   returning  when Carus     emperor    by-lightning-strike Numerianus
Caesarem īnsidiīs perdidisset, Dioclētiānum imperātōrem creāvit, Dalmatiā oriundum, virum 
heir        through-conspiracy it-had-lost    Diocletian     emperor        made    from-Dalmatia  originating man
obscūrissimē nātum, adeō ut ā plērīsque scrībae fīlius, ā nōnnūllīs Anullīnī senātōris lībertīnus 
most-obscurely   born so-much-so that by  most      of-clerk  son  by    some    of-Anullinus  senator   freedman
fuisse crēdātur.
 
to-have-been is-believed
[20] Is prīmā mīlitum contiōne iūrāvit Numeriānum nūllō suō dolō interfectum, et cum iuxtā 
   He  in-first   of-soldiers   assembly swore   Numerianus    by-no of-his-own treachery killed   and  since next-to
eum Aper, quī Numeriānō īnsidiās fēcerat, cōnstitisset, in cōnspectū exercitūs manū 
him    Aper   who  against-Numerianus plot  had-made  had-stood   in   sight         of-army  by[own]-hand
Dioclētiānī percussus est. Posteā Carīnum omnium odiō et dētestātiōne vīventem apud 
of-Diocletian    run-through was afterwards   Carinus   of-all   with-hatred and destation    living      at 
Margum ingentī proeliō vīcit, prōditum ab exercitū suō, quem fortiōrem habēbat, aut certē 
Margus     in-huge  batttle  he-defeated betrayed by   army   hiw-own which  stronger    he-had   or   certainly
dēsertum, inter Viminacium atque Aureum montem.
 Ita rērum Rōmānārum potītus 
deserted  between  Viminacium   and  Aureus mountain   thus  of-affairs Roman having-taken-control
cum tumultum rūsticānī in Galliā concitāssent et factiōnī suae Bacaudārum nōmen 
when   disturbance  country-folk in  Gaul   had-incited  and  to-party  their   Bacaudae     name
inpōnerent, ducēs autem habērent Amandum et Aeliānum, ad subigendōs eōs Maximiānum 
were-giving    leaders moreovder  had       Amandus   and  Aelianus  for  being-suppresses  Maximianus 
Herculium Caesarem mīsit, quī levibus proeliīs agrestēs domuit et pācem Galliae 
Herculius     Caesar     he-sent  who through-minor battles the-peaasants defreated and  peace   to-Gaul  
refōrmāvit.

restored.

[21] Per haec tempora etiam Carausius quī vīlissimē nātus strēnuae mīlitiae ōrdine  
    Through  these  times   also   Carausius   qwo  most-basely  born of-energetic military-service from-sequence
fāmam ēgregiam fuerat cōnsecūtus, cum apud Bonōniam per tractum Belgicae et Armorīcī reputation outstanding    had   obtained      when  at   Boulogne    along territory  of-Belgica and Armoricia
pācandum mare accēpisset, quod Francī et Saxonēs īnfestābant.
 Multīs barbarīs saepe captīs 
being-pacified  sea   he-had-received  which Franks and  Saxons  wre-infesting    with-many barbarians  often captured
nec praeda integra aut prōvinciālibus reddita aut imperātōribus missa cum suspīciō esse 
and-not booty   entire   either   to-provincials  restored   or   to-emperors    sent    when   suspicion to--be
coepisset cōnsultō ab eō admittī barbarōs,  ut trānseuntēs cum praedā exciperet atque hāc  
had-begun  deliberately by him to-be-let-in barbarians so-that them-passing-through with booty he-could-intercept and by-this  
sē occāsiōne dītāret, ā Maximiānō iussus occīdī purpuram sūmpsit et Britanniās occupāvit.
 
self   opportunity enrich  by   Maximiaus  ordered  to-be-killed the-purple he-assumed and British-provinces occupied
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Approximate boundaries between the two British provinces (c. 197 – 296).
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[22] Ita cum per omnem orbem terrārum rēs turbātae essent, Carausius in Britanniīs rebellāret, 
  Thus    when throughout whole circle   of-lands  things confounded  had-been Carausius  in Britain    was-rebelling
Achillēus in Aegyptō, Āfricam Quīnquegentiānī īnfestārent, Narsēus Orientī bellum īnferret,
 
Achilleus    in   Egypt    Africa     the-Qinquegentiani    were-infesting  Narseus  on-the-East  war  was-waging
Dioclētiānus Maximiānum Herculium ex Caesare fēcit Augustum, Cōnstantium et 
Dioceltian         Maximianus     Herculius  from  Caesar   made  Augustus     Connstantius  and
Maximiānum Caesarēs, quōrum Cōnstantius per fīliam nepōs Claudiī trāditur, Maximiānus 
Maximianus      Caesars     of-whom  Constantius   through  daughter grandson of-Claudius is-reported  Maximianus
Galērius in Dāciā haud longē ā Serdicā nātus. Atque ut eōs etiam adfīnitāte coniungeret, 
Galerius    in  Dacia   not   far  from Serdica  born   and-so  that them also  with-intermarriage he-could-link
Cōnstantius prīvignam Herculiī Theodoram accēpit, ex quā posteā sex līberōs, Cōnstantīnī 
Constantius      step-daughter   of-Herculius  Theodora accepted from whom afterwards six children   of-Constantine
frātrēs, habuit, Galērius fīliam Dioclētiānī Valeriam, ambō uxōrēs, quās habuerant, repudiāre 
siblings   he-had   Galerius   daughter  of-Diocletian  Valeria   both-men  wives  whom they-had-had  to-divorce
conpulsī.
 Cum Carausīō tamen, cum bella frūstrā temptāta essent contrā virum reī mīlitāris 
compelled  with   Carausius  however   since  wars  in-vain   tried    had-been against    man in-business military
perītissimum, ad postrēmum pāx convēnit. Eum post septennium Allēctus, socius eius, occīdit 
most-skilled      at     last        peace  was-agreed him  after   seven-years   Allectus  associate  of-him killed
atque ipse post eum Britanniās trienniō   tenuit. Quī ductū Asclēpiodotī, praefectī praetōriō, 
and  he-himself after him  British-provinces for-three-years helf  He by-generalship  of-Asclepiodotus prefect of-praetorians
oppressus est. Ita Britanniae decimō annō receptae.
 
overwhelmed was  thus  the British-provinces in-tenth-year  recovered [were]
[23] Per idem tempus ā Cōnstantiō Caesare in Galliā bene pugnātum est. Circā Lingonās diē 
   During   same    time by Constantius     Caesar    in   Gaul  well      fought  it-was near   Lingonae on-day
ūnā adversam et secundam fortūnam expertus est. Nam cum repente barbarīs ingruentibus 
one   bad       and    good      fortune   he-esperienced   for   when   suffenly   with-barbarians attacking
intrā cīvitātem esset coāctus tam praecipitī necessitāte, ut clausīs    portīs in mūrum fūnibus 
into      city   he-had-been forced  such with-urgent   necessity that  having-been-closed  gates onto wall    by-ropes
tollerētur, vix quīnque hōrīs mediīs adventante exercitū sexāgintā ferē mīlia Alamannōrum 
he-was-pulled-up sacarecly five with-hours intervening  arriving  the-army   sixty     about  thousands  of-Alamanni
cecīdit.
 Maximiānus quoque Augustus bellum in Āfricā prōflīgāvit domitīs 
he-slew       Maximianus    also      Augustus    war   in  Africa    brought-to-end having-been-subdues
Quīnquegentiānīs et ad pācem redāctīs.
 Dioclētiānus obsessum Alexandrīae Achillēum 
Quinquegentians       and to  peace driven-back       Diocletian    besieged        in-Alexandria  Achilleus
octāvō ferē mēnse superāvit eumque interfēcit. Victōriā acerbē ūsus est; tōtam Aegyptum 
in-eighth  about   month  defeated    and-him    killed     Victory    harshly   he-used  all     Egypt
gravibus prōscrīptiōnibus caedibusque foedāvit. Eā tamen occāsiōne ōrdināvit prōvidē 
with-extensive    proscriptions   and-massacres he-defiled  through-this however  opportunity he-organised with-foresight
multa et disposuit,   quae ad nostram aetātem manent.
 
many-things  and arranged  which  to  our        time     remain
[24] Galērius Maximiānus prīmum adversus Narsēum proelium īnsecundum habuit inter 
       Galerius     Maximianus  first      against     Narseus     battle       unsuccessful  had    betweem
Callinīcum Carrāsque
 congressus, cum incōnsultē magis quam ignāvē dīmicāsset; 
Callinicum   and Carrhae    having-met   when  rashly    rather than   without-courage  he-had-fought
admodum enim parvā manū cum cōpiōsissimō hoste commīsit. Pulsus igitur   et ad 
quite       for    with-small force  with very-numerous enemy he-joined-battle  driven-off  therefore  and to
Dioclētiānum profectus cum eī in itinere occurrisset, tantā īnsolentiā ā Dioclētiānō fertur 
Diocletian       having-set-off when him on the-road  he-had-met  with-such-great rudeness by  Dicoletian he-said
exceptus,       ut per aliquot passuum mīlia purpurātus trādātur ad vehiculum cucurrisse.
 
received [to-have-been] that   for   some    miles  wearing-the-purple he-is-reported  beside  carriage  to-have-run
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Relied of the Iranian ruler Narseh (Narseus) at  Naqsh-e Rustam.
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[25] Mox tamen per Illyricum Moesiamque contractīs cōpiīs rūrsus cum Narsēō, Hormisdae 
    Soon however throughout Illyricum and-Moesia having-been-collected troops again     with Narseus    of-Hormisda
et Sapōris avō, in Armeniā Maiōre pugnāvit successū ingentī nec minōre cōnsiliō, simul 
and-Sapor grandfather in   Armenia Greater he-fought   with- success  huge  and-not less    planning   at-same-time
fortitūdine, quippe quī etiam speculātōris mūnus cum alterō aut tertiō equite suscēperit. 
courage        seeing-that he also    of-scout       task     with  second  and third  horseman  undertook  
Pulsō        Narsēō castra eius dīripuit; uxōrēs, sorōrēs, līberōs cēpit, īnfīnītam extrīnsecus 
having-been-defeated  Narseus  camp  his he-ransacked  wives   sisters  children captured  great-number-of  in-addtion
Persārum nōbilitātem, gāzam Persicam cōpiōsissimam. Ipsum   in ultimās rēgnī sōlitūdinēs
of-Persians    nobility      treasure   Persian     -in-great-quantity man-himself into furtheset of-kingdom  deserts 

ēgit.
   Quārē ā Dioclētiānō in Mesopotamiā cum praesidiīs tum morante ovāns 
he-drove   therefore by Diocletian      in  Mesopotamia   with   reinforcements then waiting  rejoicing
regressus ingentī honōre susceptus est. Varia deinceps et simul et virītim bella gessērunt 
having-returned with-huge  honour  received he-was  various then  both in-conjunction and separately wars they-waged
Carpīs et Basternīs subāctīs, Sarmatīs victīs, quārum nātiōnum ingentēs captīvōrum cōpiās in 
with-Carpi and   Basterni  subdued   Sarmatians  conquered of-which   nations   huge    of-captives   quantities  in
Rōmānīs fīnibus locāvērunt.
 
Roman    territory  they-settled
[26] Dioclētiānus mōrātus callidē
 fuit, sagāx praetereā et admodum subtīlis ingeniī, et quī 
  Diocletian         in-character  cunning  was  shrewd   besides   and    quite   of-suble   mind  and one-who
sevēritātem suam aliēnā invidiā     vellet explēre.
 Dīligentissimus tamen et sollertissimus 
severity    own of-others by-[creating]-resentment wanted to-cover-up   very-diligent     however and  very-skilful
prīnceps et quī imperiō Rōmānō prīmus rēgiae cōnsuētūdinis fōrmam magis quam Rōmānae 
emperor  and one-who  in-rule  Roman     first   of-royal     custom       form     more  than    of-Roman
lībertātis invēxerit adōrārīque   sē iussit, cum ante eum cūnctī salūtārentur. Ōrnāmenta 
liberty      introduced    and-tt-be-adored self   ordered when before him  all  used [just] to-be-greeted  ornaments
gemmārum vestibus calciāmentīsque indidit. Nam prius imperiī īnsigne in chlamyde purpureā 
of-jewels         on-clothes   and-footwear   he-fixed  for   previously  of-power symbol in  chlamys     purple
tantum erat, reliqua commūnia. 
only    was    other-things ordinary.
[27] Herculius autem prōpalam ferus et incīvīlis ingeniī, asperitātem suam etiam vultus
    Herculius     however  notoriously  wild and of-uncivilized character  harshness    his     even  of-face
horrōre significāns. Hic nātūrae suae indulgēns Dioclētiānō in omnibus est saeviōribus 
by-fearsomeness  signifying  he  nature   his   indulging    with-Diocletian in   all      did    more-savage
cōnsiliīs obsecūtus. Cum tamen ingravēscente aevō parum sē idōneum Dioclētiānus 
plans       complied     when   however with-advncing  age  too-little  self   suitable  Diocletian     
moderandō imperiō esse sentīret, auctor Herculiō fuit,  ut in vītam prīvātam concēderent et 
for-being-governed empire  to-be   felt    proposer to-Herculius he-was that into  life   private   they-should-retire and
statiōnem tuendae reī pūblicae viridiōribus iūniōribusque mandārent.   Cui aegrē collēga 
position      for-being-guarded the-state  to-fresh   and-younger-men they-should-entrust    him with-difficulty colleague
obtemperāvit. Tamen uterque ūnō diē prīvātō habitū imperiī īnsigne mūtāvit, Nīcomēdīae 
obeyed            however   eacgh  on-one-day for-private dress  of-power  insignia exchanged   at-Nicomedia
Dioclētiānus, Herculius Mediolānī, post triumphum inclitum, quem Rōmae ex numerōsīs 
Diocletian          Herculius  at-Milan     after  triumph       splendid    which  at-Rome over  numerous
gentibus ēgerant, pompā ferculōrum inlūstrī, quā Narsēī coniugēs sorōrēsque et līberī ante 
peoples   they-had-held with-procession of-litters famous in-which of-Narseus wives and-sisters and  children before
currum ductī sunt. Concessērunt tamen Salōnās ūnus, alter in Lūcāniam.
 
the-chariot led   were       retired     however to-Salona  one  the-other  to-Lucania
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The amphitheatre at Salona (Solin) in Dalmatia
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[28] Dioclētiānus prīvātus in vīllā, quae haud procul ā Salōnīs est, praeclārō ōtiō cōnsenuit, 
    Diocletian     as-private-citizen in  villa  which  not   far  from Salona   is  in-splendid  ease   grew-old
inūsitātā virtūte ūsus, ut sōlus omnium post conditum Rōmānum imperium ex tantō fastīgiō 
unprecedented virtue haing-shown as  alone   of-all  after    founded  Roman       empire   from  so-great hight
sponte ad prīvātae vītae statum cīvīlitātemque remeāret. Contigit igitur eī, quod nūllī post 
voluntarily to  of-private  life   status     andcivilian-rank  returned it-happened therefore to-him which to-none after
nātōs hominēs,
 ut cum prīvātus     obīsset, inter Dīvōs tamen referrētur

born    men        that although as-private-citizen  he-had-died  among gods   still    he-was-enrolled
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Division of the Empire under Diocletian’s Tetrarchy
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-hccc-worldhistory/chapter/diocletian-and-the-tetrarchy/ 
LIBER X

[1] Hīs igitur abeuntibus administrātiōne reī pūblicae Cōnstantius et Galērius Augustī creātī 
  With-them therefore departing  -administration        of-state       Constantius  and  Galerius  emperors  made
sunt dīvīsusque inter eōs ita Rōmānus   orbis, ut Galliam, Ītaliam, Āfricam Cōnstantius, 
were    and-divided  between ths in such-a-way Roman world that  Gaul      Italy      Africa     Constantius
Illyricum, Asiam, Orientem Galērius obtinēret, sūmptīs duōbus Caesaribus.
 Cōnstantius 
Ilyricum      Asia     the-East    Galerius    obtained   having-been-taken two   Caesars     Constantius
tamen, contentus dignitāte Augustī Ītaliae atque Āfricae administrandae sollicitūdinem 
however  content     with-rank   of-emperor  of-Italy and    Africa    being-administered   burden
recūsāvit, vir ēgregius et praestantissimae cīvīlitātis, dīvitiīs prōvinciālium ac prīvātōrum 
refused     man  outstanding and   of-eminent         politeness  for-prosperity  of-provincils and of-ordinary-citizens
studēns, fiscī commoda nōn admodum adfectāns, dīcēnsque melius pūblicās opēs ā prīvātīs 
eager     of-treasury  interests  not  too-much     promoting  and-saying   better  public resources by private-citiens 
habērī quam intrā ūnum claustrum reservārī, adeō autem cultūs modicī, ut fēstīs diēbus, sī 
to-be-held than   within  one   closed-store   to-be-kept  so-much  also  of-behaviour modest on-festival  days  if
amīcīs numerōsiōribus esset epulandum,    prīvātōrum eī argentō ōstiātim petītō trīclīnia 
for-friends  very-numerous   it-was necessary-to-have-a-feast of-private-citizens by-him with-silver  sought  dining-rooms       
sternerentur.
 Hic nōn modo amābilis, sed etiam venerābilīs Gallīs fuit, praecipuē quod 
were-laid-out     he   not  only   liked     but     also   venerated   by-Gauls was   especially   because
Dioclētiānī suspectam prūdentiam et Maximiānī sanguināriam temeritātem imperiō eius 
Diocletian’s     suspect        prudence  and   Maximian’s     blood-thirsty   rashness     under-rule  his
ēvāserant. Obiit in Britanniā Eborācī prīncipātūs annō tertiō decimō atque inter Dīvōs relātus 
they-escaped  he-died  in  Britain    at-York   of-principate   in-year    thirteenth    and    among  gods  enrolled
est.
 
was
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Statue of Constantine outside York Minster
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[2] Galērius vir et probē morātus et ēgregius rē mīlitārī, cum Ītaliam quoque sinente 
   Galerius    man both honest in-chracter and outstanding in-sphere military when Italy     also     with-agreement
Cōnstantiō administrātiōnī suae accessisse sentīret, Caesarēs duōs creāvit, Maximīnum, quem 
[of]Constantius  under-administration his    to-have-come he-felt   Caesars    two   he-created  Maximinus    whom
Orientī praefēcit,    et Sevērum, cui Ītaliam dedit.
 Ipse in Illyricō morātus est. Vērum 
of-East   he-put-in-charge  and  Severus  to-whom Italy   he-gave himself in  Illyricum   he stayed   indeed
Cōnstantiō mortuō Cōnstantīnus, ex obscūriōre mātrimōniō eius fīlius, in Britanniā creātus est 
With-Constantius  dead   Constantine    by  rather-obscure  marriage      his    son   in   Britain    made   was    
imperātor et in locum patris exoptātissimus moderātor accessit. Rōmae intereā praetōriānī 
emperor
and to  place   of-father  [as]-most-apppreciaed   governor he-acceded  at-Rome meanwhile the-praetorians
excitō tumultū       Maxentium, Herculiī fīlium, quī haud procul ab urbe in vīllā pūblicā 
having-been-aroused disturbance Maxentius     of-Herculius son    who  not    far    from city  in   villa  public
morābātur, Augustum nuncupāvērunt. Quō nūntiō Maximiānus Herculius ad spem arrēctus 
was-staying     emperor     declared         at-which   news   Maximianus   Herculius   to hope    roused
resūmendī fastīgiī, quod invītus āmīserat, Rōmam advolāvit ē Lūcāniā, quam sēdem 
of-being-resumed high-position which unwillingly he-had-lost to-Rome   flew  from Lucania  which  place-of-residence
prīvātus ēlēgerat      in agrīs amoenissimīs cōnsenēscēns, Dioclētiānumque etiam per 
as-private-citizen he-had-chosen in  countryside miot-delightful  growing-old     and-Diocletian      also    through
litterās adhortātus est, ut dēpositam resūmeret potestātem, quās ille irrīsās habuit. Sed 
letters           urged   that  laid-aside  he-should-resume  power     which he  ridiculous considered  but
adversum mōtum praetōriānōrum atque Maxentiī Sevērus Caesar Rōmam missus ā Galēriō 
against       movement    of-praetorians   and    of-Maxentius  Severus Caesar    to-Rome   sent  by  Galerius
cum exercitū vēnit obsīdēnsque urbem mīlitum suōrum scelere dēsertus est. Auctae Maxentiī 
with    army      came   and-besieging  city  of-soldiers  own  through-crime deserted was  increased of-Maxxentius
opēs cōnfirmātumque imperium. Sevērus fugiēns Rāvennae interfectus est.
 
resources  and-strengthenes his power       Severus   fleeing    at-Ravenna    killed   was
[3] Herculius tamen Maximiānus post haec in contiōne exercituum fīlium Maxentium nūdāre 
       Herculius   however    Maximianus  after this in    meeting  of-the-armies  son Maxentius  to-strip-of-power
cōnātus sēditiōnem et convīcia mīlitum tulit. Inde ad Galliās profectus est dolō conpositō, 
having-tried  sedition   and    insults   of-soldiers bore then  to Gallic-provinces    he-set-out by-trick   arranged
tamquam ā fīliō esset expulsus, ut Cōnstantīnō generō iungerētur, mōliēns tamen 
as-if         by-son he-had-been expelled so-that  Constantine his son-in-law he-could-join planning   however
Cōnstantīnum repertā occāsiōne interficere, quī in Galliīs et mīlitum et prōvinciālium ingentī 
Constantine   having-been-found opportunity  to-kill   who in Gallic-provinces both of-soldiers and of-provincials with-huge
iam favōre rēgnābat caesīs Francīs atque Alamannīs captīsque eōrum rēgibus, quōs etiam 
already  favour was-ruling having-been-killed Franks and Alamanni    and-captured  their   kings    whom   even
bēstiīs, cum magnificum spectāculum mūneris parāsset, obiēcit. Dētēctīs   igitur īnsidiīs  
to-beasts  when  grand          spectacle   of—a-show he-had-prepared threw  having-been-uncovered therefore plot 
per Faustam fīliam, quae dolum virō ēnūntiāverat, profūgit Herculius Massiliaeque oppressus 
through  Fausta his-daughter who trap   to-husband revealed      fled        Herculius    and-at-Marseilles  killed
(ex eā enim nāvigāre ad fīlium praeparābat) poenās dedit iūstissimō exitū, vir ad omnem 
From there for   to-sail    to   his-son he-was-preparing   penalty  paid through-most-just death man to    all
acerbitātem saevitiamque prōclīvis, īnfīdus, incommodus, cīvīlitātis penitus expers.
 
Harshness      and-savagery     prone       disloyal  troublesome      in-civility   deeply    lacking
[4] Per hōc tempus ā Galēriō Licinius imperātor est factus, Dāciā oriundus, nōtus eī antīquā 
During   this  time     by  Galerius  Licinius   emperor   was  made   from-Dacia  coming known to-him by-old
cōnsuētūdine et in bellō, quod adversus Narsēum gesserat, strēnuīs labōribus et officiīs 
familiarity       and in   war  which   against   Narseus  he-had-waged through strenuous labours and acomplishments
acceptus. Mors Galēriī cōnfestim secūta.
 Ita rēs pūblica tum ā novīs quattuor imperātōribus 
accepted     Death   of-Galeria   immediately followed thus  state    then  by   new  four     emperors
tenēbātur, Cōnstantīnō et Maxentiō, fīliīs Augustōrum, Liciniō et Maximīnō, novīs 
was-controlled  Constantine  and  Maxentius   sons   of-emprors      Licinius and Maximinus  new
hominibus. Quīntō tamen Cōnstantīnus imperiī suī annō bellum adversum Maxentium cīvīle 
men           in-fifth  however  Constantinus   of-rule   his   year   war      against    Maxentius      civil
commōvit, cōpiās eius multīs proeliīs fūdit, ipsum postrēmō Rōmae adversum nōbilēs 
launched        troops  his  in-many  batgles  routed  man-himself finally   in-Rome   against  nobles
omnibus exitiīs saevientem apud pontem Mulvium vīcit Ītaliāque est potītus.
 Nōn multō 
with-all    [kinds-of]deaths raging    at     bridge   Milvian   defeated and-of-Italy  took possession not much
deinceps in Oriente quoque adversum Licinium Maximīnus rēs novās mōlītus vīcīnum 
later       in   the-east  also      against      Licinius    Maximinus    revolt     having-prepared similar
exitium fortuita    apud Tarsum morte praevēnit.
 
End       by-accidental  at      Tarsus   death  averted
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`Sun dogs’, the phenomenon which may explain Constantine’s vision before the Battle of the Milvian Bridge, as observed from North Dakota in February 2009
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Milvian_Bridge#/media/File:Fargo_Sundogs_2_18_09.jpg 
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The Chi-Rho Sign (initial letters of the Greek ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ, `Christos’)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi_Rho
[5] Cōnstantīnus tamen, vir ingēns et omnia efficere nītēns, quae animō praeparāsset, 
  Constantine     however man  extraordinary and  everything to-accomplish striving which in-mind  he-had-prepared and
simul prīncipātum tōtīus orbis adfectāns, Liciniō bellum intulit, quamquam necessitūdō et 
at-same-time mastery     of-whole world   aiming-at  on-Licinius  war    made  although     ties-of-kinship  and
adfīnitās cum eō esset;  nam soror Cōnstantia nūpta Liciniō erat. Ac prīmō eum in Pannoniā 
of-marriage  with  him there-was   for  [his]sister  Constantia married to-Licinius was and   first    him  in  Pannonia
Secundā ingentī apparātū bellum apud Cibalās īnstruentem repentīnus oppressit omnīque 
Secunda  with-huge  resources  war        at   Cibala    preparing      suddenly      overwhelmed  and-with-all
Dardaniā, Moesiā, Macedoniā potītus      numerōsās prōvinciās occupāvit.
 
Dardania      Moesia    Macedonia taking-possession-of  numerous    provinces   occupied
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Pannonia Secunda and surrounding provinces

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pannonia_Secunda#/media/File:Ancient_balkans_4thcentury.png
[6] Varia deinceps inter eōs  bella gesta et pāx reconciliāta ruptaque est. Postrēmō Licinius 
   Various in-succession between them  wars  waged and peace  agreed    and[then]broken was  finally    Licinius
nāvālī et terrestrī proeliō victus apud Nīcomēdīam sē dēdidit et contrā religiōnem sacrāmentī 
in-naval and  land     battle    defeated  at     Nicomedia   self  surrendered and against   obligation   of-oath
Thessalonīcae prīvātus occīsus est.
 Eō tempore rēs Rōmāna sub ūnō Augustō et tribus 
At-Thessalonica as-private-citizen killed was  at-that  time    state   Roman  under one  Augustus and  three
Caesaribus, quod numquam aliās,  fuit, cum līberī Cōnstantīnī Galliae, Orientī Ītaliaeque 
Caesars      which     never at-another-time was   since children   of-Constantine of-Gaul the-East     and-Italy
praeessent. Vērum īnsolentiā rērum secundārum aliquantum Cōnstantīnus ex illā favōrābilī 
were-in-charge  but     through-arrogance of-prosoperity      to-some-extent   Constantine  from that  agreeable    
animī docilitāte mūtāvit. Prīmum necessitūdinēs persecūtus ēgregium virum fīlium et sorōris 
of-mind mildness      changes     first     relations       having-persecuted outstanfing   man [his] son and  sister’s
fīlium, commodae indolis iuvenem, interfēcit, mox uxōrem, post numerōsōs amīcōs
. 
son       of-peasant    nature     son      he-killed   soon   wife     afterwards   numerous  friends
[7] Vir prīmō imperiī tempore optimīs prīncipibus, ultimō mediīs conparandus. Innumerae 
   Man   in-first  of-reign  time     to-the-best   princes    at-end  to-mediocre-ones to-be-compared innumerable
in eō animī corporisque virtūtēs clāruērunt. Mīlitāris glōriae adpetentissimus, fortūnā in bellīs 
in  him of-mind  and-of-body virtues   were-conspicuous  of-military  glory   most-desirous     with-fortune in  wars
prōsperā fuit, vērum ita,   ut nōn superāret     industriam.  Nam etiam Gothōs post cīvīle 
good  he-was but  in-such-a-way that not this-was-more-important-than [his]hard-work for    also    Goths   after   civil
bellum variē    prōflīgāvit pāce hīs  ad postrēmum datā, ingentemque apud barbarās gentēs 
war on-various-occasions he-crushed with-peace to-them at     end     given   and-enormous among  barbarian  peoples
memoriae grātiam conlocāvit. Cīvīlibus artibus et studiīs līberālibus dēditus, adfectātor iūstī 
of-memory      favour  he-established  to-civil     arts   and   studies   liberal    dedicated  seeker   of-merited
amōris, quem ab omnibus sibi et līberālitāte et docilitāte quaesīvit, sīcut in nōnnūllōs amīcōs 
love      which  from  all  for-himself both  by-generosity and  by-gentleness he-sought as towards some    friends
dubius, ita in reliquōs ēgregius, nihil occāsiōnum praetermittēns, quō opulentiōrēs eōs 
suspicious thus towards the-rest splendid  no     occasion       letting-slip       on-which  richer   them
clāriōrēsque praestāret.
 
and-more-famous  he-could-make
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Constantinople in the Byzantine period – Antoine Helbert
https://vividmaps.com/constantinople/
[8] Multās lēgēs rogāvit, quāsdam ex bonō et aequō, plērāsque superfluās, nōnnūllās sevērās, 
 Many       laws  he-brought-in  some    good    and   just    most-of-them  superfluous  some    severe
prīmusque urbem nōminis suī ad tantum fastīgium ēvehere mōlītus est, ut Rōmae aemulam 
and-first      city    of-name  his-own to  such     a-height   to-promote   he  planned that to-Rome   rival     
faceret.
 Bellum adversus Parthōs mōliēns,
 quī iam Mesopotamiam fatīgābant, ūnō et 
he-made   war       against    Parthinas  planning who  now   Mesopotamia     were-harassing  in-one
trīcēsimō annō imperiī, aetātis sextō et sexāgēsimō, Nīcomēdīae in vīllā pūblicā obiit. 
thirtieth      year   of-rule   of-age  sixth  and  sixtieth       at-Nicomedia   in villa     state  he-died
Dēnūntiāta mors eius est etiam per crīnītam stēllam, quae inūsitātae magnitūdinis aliquamdiū 
Foretold       death  his  was   also  by  long-haired   star    which   of-extraordinary   size      for-sometime
fulsit; eam Graecī comētēn
 vocant. Atque inter Dīvōs meruit referrī.
 
shone   this   Greeks   comet      call      and      among gods   he-earned  enrolment
[9] Is successōrēs fīliōs trēs relīquit atque ūnum frātris fīlium. Vērum Dalmatius Caesar 
  He     as-successors  sons   three  left  and     one    brother’s  son  but       Dalmatius   Caesar
prosperrimā indole neque patruō absimilis haud multō post oppressus est factiōne mīlitārī et 
wirh-very-promising character and-not  uncle   unlike   not   much  later    killed     was  by-faction  military and
Cōnstantiō, patruēlī suō, sinente potius quam iubente.
 Cōnstantīnum porrō bellum frātrī 
with-Constantius   cousin   his  permitting  rather  than  ordering    Constantinus    moreover  war  on-brother
īnferentem et apud Aquilēiam incōnsultius proelium adgressum Cōnstantis ducēs 
makling     and   at   Aquileia       rashly          to-battle    having-advanced  Constant’s  generals
interēmērunt. Ita rēs pūblica ad duōs Augustōs redācta.
 Cōnstantis imperium strēnuum 
killed           thus   state      to    two  Augusti     [was]brought-back  Constant’s rule   energetic
aliquamdiū et iūstum fuit. Mox cum et valētūdine inprōsperā et amīcīs prāviōribus ūterētur, for-some-time   and   just  was  soon  since both with  health    bad    and friends rather-depraved he-was-involved
ad gravia vitia conversus, cum intolerābilīs prōvinciālibus, mīlitī iniūcundus esset, factiōne 
to     grave  vices  turning    when  intolerable      to-provincials     with-army   unpopular  he-was by-faction 
Magnentīī occīsus est. Obiit haud longē ab Hispāniīs in castrō, cui Helenae nōmen est, annō 
of-Magnentius   killed was   he-died  not   far  from  Spain    in fortress  for-which  of-Helen  name  is  in-year
imperiī septimō decimō, aetātis trīcēsimō, rēbus tamen plūrimīs strēnuē in mīlitiā gestīs 
of-rule      seventh   tenth   of-age    thirtieth  with-affairs  however most  energetically in military-sphere
exercituīque per omne vītae tempus sine gravī crūdēlitāte terribilis.
 
and-towards-army throughout every of-life time  without serious  cruelty   fearsome
[10] Dīversa Cōnstantiī fortūna fuit. Ā Persīs enim multa et gravia perpessus    saepe 
   Different    of-Constantius  luck  was  from  Persians for  many and-serious-things having-suffered often 
captīs      oppidīs, obsessīs urbibus,     caesīs exercitibus, nūllumque eī contrā Sapōrem 
having-been-captured towns  having-been-besieged cities  having-been-slain armies and-no       for-him against Sapor
prōsperum proelium fuit, nisi quod apud Singara haud dubiam victōriam ferōciā mīlitum 
successful     battle      was  except that  at      Singara  not   in-doubt   victory   through-wildness of-soldiers
āmīsit, quī pugnam sēditiōsē et stolidē contrā ratiōnem bellī diē iam praecipitī poposcērunt.
 
He-lost  who   battle    mutinously and stubbornly  against principles of-was with-day already near-end   demanded
Post Cōnstantīs necem Magnentīō Ītaliam, Āfricam, Galliās obtinente etiam Illyricum 
After    Constant’s   murder   with-Magnentius Italy    Africa    Gallic-provinces holding    also  Illyricum
rēs novās habuit, Vetrāniōne ad imperium cōnsēnsū mīlitum ēlectō. Quem grandaevum iam et 
revolt        staged   with-Veteranio to  rule         by-agreement of-soldiers chosen  him    very-old   already and
cūnctīs amābilem diuturnitāte et fēlīcitātē   mīlitiae     ad tuendum Illyricum prīncipem 
by-all     liked       because-of-length and  success  of-military-service   for being-protected Illyricun   emperor
creāvērunt, virum probum et mōrum veterum ac iūcundae cīvīlitātis, sed omnium līberālium 
they-made     man      honest   and of-ways  old     and   of-pleasing  civility    but    of-all    liberal
artium expertem adeō,  ut nē elementa quidem prīma litterārum nisi grandaevus et iam 
arts     devoid-of   so-much-so that not elements     even   elements of-literature  except  when-old  and  already
imperātor accēperit.

emperor     he-acquired
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Gold coin issued by Magnentius, rebel emperor in the West, 350-353
IMP[ERATOR] CAE[SAR] MAGNENTIUS AUG[USTUS]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnentius#/media/File:Magnentiuscng11001178obverse.jpg 
[11] Sed ā Cōnstantiō, quī ad ultiōnem frāternae necis bellum cīvīle commōverat, abrogātum 
 But by  Constantius  who for   avenging   of-brother's killing   war   civil    had-launched   cancelled
est Vetraniōnī imperium; novō inūsitātōque mōre cōnsēnsū mīlitum dēpōnere īnsigne 
was   Vetranio’s    power     by-new  and-extraordinary custom by-consent  of-soldiers to-lay-down insignia
conpulsus. Rōmae quoque tumultus fuit Nepōtiānō, Cōnstantīnī sorōris fīliō, per gladiātōriam 
compelled      at-Rome  also      disorder  was  with-Nepotianus  Constantine’s  sister’s son  through  gladiatorial
manum imperium vindicante, quī saevīs exōrdiīs dignum exitium nānctus est. Vīcēsimō enim 
band       power      claiming    who  of-savage  beginnings worthy   end      obtained     on-twentieth for 
atque octāvō diē ā Magnentiānīs ducibus oppressus poenās dedit. Caput eius pīlō per urbem 
and     eighth   day by  of-Magnentianus  commanders overwhelmed penalty  paid  head  his   on-javelin through city
circumlātum est, gravissimaeque prōscrīptiōnēs et nōbilium caedēs fuērunt.
 
carried-round   was  and-most-extreme     proscriptions   and  of-nobility  slaughter there-were
[12] Nōn multō post Magnentius apud Mursam prōflīgātus aciē est ac paene captus. Ingentēs 
   Not     much  later  Magnentius    at     Mursa    routed      in-battle  was and  almost  captured huge 
Rōmānī imperiī vīrēs   eā dīmicātiōne cōnsūmptae sunt, ad quaelibet bella externa idōneae, 
Of-Roman  empire  resources  in=that  conflict   used-up        were  for     any    wars    external suitable                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
quae multum triumphōrum possent sēcūritātisque cōnferre.
 Orientī mox ā Cōnstantiō 
which great-quantty  of-triumphs    would-be-able  and-of-security to-bring  to-Oriens    soon by   Constantius
Caesar est datus patruī fīlius Gallus,
 Magnentiusque dīversīs proeliīs victus vim vītae suae 
Caesar  was given of-paternal-uncle  Gallus     and-Magnentius    in-various   battles   defeated force  to-life his
apud Lugdūnum attulit imperiī annō tertiō, mēnse septimō, frāter quoque eius Decentius 
at       Lyons      brought  of-rule    in-year  third in-month   seventh  brother  also    his    Decentius
Sēnōnibus, quem ad tuendās    Galliās    Caesarem mīserat. 
at-Senones    whom  for  being-protected Gallic-provinces   as-Caesar he-had-sent
[13] Per haec tempora etiam ā Cōnstantiō multīs incīvīlibus gestīs Gallus Caesar occīsus est, 
  Through   these times    also  by  Constantius  with-many uncivilized-things done Gallus   Caesar  killed    was
vim nātūrā ferus et ad tyrannidem prōnior,
 sī suō iūre imperāre licuisset. Silvānus quoque in 
[to]violence  by-nature wild and to  tyranny  tending    if in-own right  to-rule   it-had-been-allowed Silvanus  also  in
Galliā rēs novās mōlītus ante diem trīcēsimum extīnctus est, sōlusque imperiō Rōmānō eō 
Gaul     revolt     having-staged before day  thirtieth          killed was  and-alone    in-empire  Roman  at-that
tempore Cōnstantius prīnceps et Augustus fuit.
 
time       Constantius    prince     and  Augustus was
[image: image22.jpg]



Bingen am Rhein (ancient Bingium), one of the frontier towns restored by Julian in 359

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Strasbourg
[14] Mox Iūliānum Caesarem ad Galliās    mīsit, patruēlem suum, Gallī frātrem, trāditā  

  Soon      Julian    as-Caesar   to  Gallic-provinces he-sent paternal-cousin his of-Gallus brother having-been-handed
eī   in mātrimōnium sorōre, cum multa oppida barbarī expugnāssent, alia obsīderent, ubīque 
to-him in    marriage        sister   when  many  towns barbarians had-stormed others they-were-besieging everywhere
foeda vastitās esset Rōmānumque imperium nōn dubiā iam calamitāte nūtāret. Ā quō modicīs 
shameful  devestation there-was  and-Roman   empire   non   in-doubt in  in-disaster was-tottering by him with-modest
cōpiīs apud Argentorātum, Galliae urbem, ingentēs Alamannōrum cōpiae extīnctae sunt, rēx 
forces    at    Argentoratum       of-Gaul  cuty    huge      of-Alamanni       forces   killed    were   king
nōbilissimus captus, Galliae restitūtae. Multa posteā per eundem Iūliānum ēgregia adversum 
most-noble      captured  Gallic-provinces restored many  afterwards by   same    Julian  outstanding-things against
barbarōs gesta sunt summōtīque ultrā Rhēnum Germānī et fīnibus suīs Rōmānum imperium 
barbarians  done   were   and-removed   beyond   Rhine   Germans   and in-territory its   Roman      empire
restitūtum.
 
restored
[15] Neque multō post, cum Germāniciānī exercitūs ā Galliārum praesidiō tollerentur, 
    And-not   much  later   when  serving-in-Germany armies from of-Gallic-provinces defence were-being-withdrawn
cōnsēnsū mīlitum Iūliānus factus Augustus est, interiectōque annō ad Illyricum obtinendum 
by-agreement   of-soldiers Julian   made  Augustus  was  and-having-intervened year for Illyricum being-taken-hold-of
profectus Cōnstantiō Parthicīs proeliīs occupātō.
 Quī rēbus cognitīs ad bellum cīvīle 
set-out    with-Constantius  with-Parthian  battles   occupied he  with-situation learned to   war    civil
conversus in itinere obiit inter Ciliciam Cappadociamque annō imperiī octāvō et trīcēsimō, 
having-turned on   journey  died between  Cilicia   and-Cappadocia       in-year  of-rule  8th    and  30th
aetātis quīntō et quadrāgēsimō, meruitque inter Dīvōs referrī, vir ēgregiae tranquillitātis, 
of-age    5th    and    40th            and-earned  among  Gods enrolment  man  of-outstanding calmness
placidus, nimium amīcīs et familiāribus crēdēns, mox etiam uxōribus dēditior, quī     tamen 
placid        too-much   in-friends and relations    trusting  soon   even to-wives quite-submissive one-who   however
prīmīs imperiī annīs ingentī sē modestiā ēgerit, familiārium etiam locuplētātor neque 
in-first     of-rule  years with-great self  restraint   conducted of-relations     also     enricher    nor
inhonōrōs sinēns, quōrum labōriōsa expertus fuisset officia, ad sevēritātem tum prōpēnsior, sī 
unhonoured   leaving [those]whose burdensome experienced he-had   duties    to  severity      then     tending    if
suspīciō imperiī  movērētur,     mītis aliās, et cuius in cīvīlibus magis quam in externīs 
by-suspicion of[seeking]power he-was-influenced  mild  otherwise and whose in civil     rather   than   in foreign
bellīs sit laudanda fortūna.

wars  is    praiseworthy  fortune 
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Julian’s campaign against the Persians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shapur_II#/media/File:Julian's_campaign-en.svg 

[16] Hinc Iūliānus rērum potītus est ingentīque apparātū Parthīs intulit bellum, cui expedītiōnī 
     Then    Julian  of-affairs  took-control  and-with-vast preparation on-Parthians launched war  in-which expedition
ego quoque interfuī. Aliquot oppida et castella Persārum in dēditiōnem accēpit vel vī 
I      also    was-involved  some    towns and  fortresses of-Persians into  submission   he-received or by-force
expugnāvit Assyriamque populātūs castra apud Ctēsiphontem statīva aliquamdiū habuit. 
Stormed       and=Assyria     having-ravaged camp   at    Ctesiphona      permanent  for-some-time  he-had
Remeānsque victor, dum sē incōnsultius proeliīs īnserit, hostīlī manū interfectus est VĪ Kal. 
And-returning   as-victor whilst himself without-forethoughr in-battles involved by-enemy detachment killed was  on 26th
Iul., imperiī annō septimō, aetātis alterō et trīcēsimō, atque inter Dīvōs relātus est,
 vir 
June  of-rule    in-year  seventh  of-age    second  and thirtieth  and     among  Gods   enrolled was  man
ēgregius et rem pūblicam īnsigniter moderātūrus, sī per fāta licuisset. Līberālibus disciplīnīs 
outstanding   and    state   with-distinction    going-to-guide if    by  fates it-had-been-permitted  in-liberal studeis
adprīmē ērudītus, Graecīs   doctior atque adeō, ut  Latīna ērudītiō nēquāquam cum Graecā 
at-top-level educated in-Greek-subjects more-learned  and so-much-so that [his] Latin  erudition in-no-way  with  Greek
scientiā convenīret, fācundiā ingentī et prōmptā, memoriae tenācissimae, in quibusdam 
knowledge   could-match with-eloquence great and readily-produced of-memory   nost-retentive in   some-ways
philosophō propior. In amīcōs līberālis, sed minus dīligēns quam tantum prīncipem decuit. 
to-philosopher  closer   towards  friends   generous but  less  careful  than    so-great-   a-prince was-appropriate-for
Fuērunt enim nōnnūllī, quī vulnera glōriae eius īnferrent. In prōvinciālēs iūstissimus et 
There-were  for     some  who   wounds   to-glory  his    brought  towards   provincials    most-just and
tribūtōrum, quātenus fierī posset, repressor. Cīvīlis in cūnctōs, mediocrem habēns aerāriī 
of-taxes        as-far-as    be-done could   reducer    gracious to    all      moderate      having   for-treasury
cūram, glōriae avidus ac per eam animī plērumque inmodicī, religiōnis Chrīstiānae nimius 
concern  of-glory  covetous and through-this of-courage generally  excessive     of-religion   Christian    too-much
īnsectātor, perinde tamen, ut cruōre abstinēret,
     M. Antōnīnō nōn absimilis, quem 
persecutor     equally   however so-that from-blodshed he-abstained to-Marcus Aurelius  not dissimilar    whom  
etiam aemulārī studēbat. 
also   to-emulate  he-was-eager
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Relief showing investiture of Ardershir II in 379, with Julian lying dead at his feet

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taq-e_Bostan_-_High-relief_of_Ardeshir_II_investiture.jpg
[17] Post hunc Ioviānus, quī tunc domesticus mīlitābat, ad obtinendum imperium cōnsēnsū 
      After   this    Jovian  who  then as-imperial-cadet was-serving for  being-obtained  power   by-agreement
exercitūs lēctus est, commendātiōne patris mīlitibus quam suā nōtior.  Quī iam turbātīs rēbus 
of-army    chosen was  through-reputation of-father to-soldiers than through-own better-known he now in-confused situation
exercitū quoque inopiā labōrante ūnō ā Persīs atque alterō proeliō victus pācem cum Sapōre, 
with-army   also  lack-of-provisions siffering in-one by  Persians and  another  battle  conquered peace with  Sapor
necessāriam quidem, sed ignōbilem, fēcit, multātus fīnibus ac nōnnūllā imperiī Rōmānī parte 
necessary        indeed   but    shameful  made   punished   territorially and  with-some of-empire   Roman  part
trāditā.
 Quod ante eum annīs mīlle centum et duōbus dē vīgintī ferē, ex quō Rōmānum 
surrendered  which before him for-years thousand  hundered and   eighteem      about  from when  Roman
imperium conditum erat, numquam accidit. Quīn etiam legiōnēs nostrae ita et apud Caudium 
empire        founded   had-been   never   happened  indeed also   legions  our  in-such-a-way both at  Caudium
per Pontium Telesīnum et in Hispāniā apud Numantiam et in Numidiā sub iugum missae sunt, 
by    Pontius    Telesinus  and in  Spain      at     Numantia    and  in  Numidia  under yoke   sent   were
ut nihil tamen fīnium trāderētur.   Ea pācis conditiō nōn penitus reprehendenda foret, 
that no-part however of-territory was-surrendered  this of-the-peace provision  not completely reprehensible would-have-been
sī foederis necessitātem tum cum integrum fuit mūtāre voluisset, sīcut ā Rōmānīs omnibus hīs 
if  of-treaty   obligation      then  when power-restored was  change  he-had-wanted as   by   Romans in-all  those
bellīs, quae commemorāvī, factum est. Nam et Samnītibus et Numantīnīs et Numidīs 
wars     which    I-have-mentioned    done was  for  both  against-Samnite and  Numantine  and Numidian 
cōnfestim bella inlāta sunt neque pāx rata fuit.
 Sed dum aemulum imperiī verētur, intrā 
immediately  wars   launched were nor    peace ratified was but  whilst  rival      for-power he-feared  within
Orientem residēns glōriae parum cōnsuluit.
 Itaque iter ingressūs atque Illyricum petēns in 
Oriens      staying-put  reputation  too-little  he-considered and-so journey having-started  and Illyricum  making-for in
Galatiae fīnibus repentīnā morte obiit,      vir aliās       neque iners neque inprūdēns. 
of-Galatia   territory by-sudden   death   he-passed-away  man on other-occasions neither passive   nor  imprudent
[18] Multī exanimātum opīnantur nimiā crūditāte (inter cēnandum enim epulīs indulserat), 
   Many      [he] died        think  from-extreme indigestion  while   dining   for  in-rich-food  he-had-indulged
aliī odōre cubiculī, quod ex recentī tēctōriō calcis grave quiēscentibus erat, quīdam nimietāte 
others from-smell of-bedroom which ftom  recent plastering  of-lime dangerous  to-those-resting was  others from-excessive
prūnārum, quās gravī frīgore adolērī multās      iusserat.  Dēcessit imperiī mēnse septimō, 
[use-of] charcoal which  in-severe cold  to-be-burned in-large-quantity he-had-ordered  he-died  of-rule in-month   seventh
tertiō decimō Kal. Mart., aetātis, ut quī plūrimum vel minimum trādunt, tertiō et trīcēsimō 
on-17th          of-February   of-age  as those-who maximum  or  minimum   report     in-third and thirtieth
annō, ac benignitāte prīncipum, quī eī successērunt, inter Dīvōs relātus est.
 Nam et 
year    and   by-kindness   of-princes   who him succeeded     among   Gods   enrolled was   for   both
cīvīlitātī propior et nātūrā admodum līberālis fuit.     

to-civility quite-prone  and by-nature   quite  generous   he-was 

Is status erat Rōmānae reī Ioviānō eōdem et Varrōniānō cōnsulibus annō urbis conditae 
This condition was  of-Roman state with Jovian-the-same  and Varronianus   consuls   in-year  of-city  founded
mīllēsimō centēsimō et octāvō decimō.
 Quia autem ad inclitōs prīncipēs venerandōsque 
thousandth    hundredth  and     eighteenth  because however to [our] distinguished  emperors and-deserving-veneration
perventum est,
  interim operī      modum dabimus. Nam reliqua stilō maiōre dīcenda 
arrived   it-has-been  for-the-moment to-[our]-work  stop   we-will-make  for  the-rest  in-style greater needing-saying
sunt. Quae nunc   nōn tam praetermittimus, quam ad maiōrem scrībendī dīligentiam 
are    These-things now not   so-much    we-pass-over    as  for   greater    of-writing  carefulness
reservāmus.
we-reserve
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Reconstruction of the Taq-Kasra (Throne Room) of the Sassanid palace at Ctesiphon

https://www.quora.com/Why-dont-Iranians-commemorate-Ctesiphon-more
� Gaius Iulius Verus Maximinus, most likely of Thraco-Roman descent and known usually as Maximinus Thrax (`the Thracian’) was the first emperor not from the senatorial or equestrian class. He was born around 173 A.D., probably near Oescus, a major settlement on the Danube in modern Bulgaria. Joining the army under Septimius Severus, he rose to become commander of Legio IV Italica, which, despite its name, had been recruited from Pannonia. He was hailed as emperor in Mogontiacum (Mainz) in Germania Superior by the troops who had killed Alexander Severus. Despite his military success against both the Germans and the Sarmatians, Maximinus was resented in Rome for his `low’ birth and when in March 238 landowners revolting against ill-treatment in Africa proclaimed their provincial governor, Marcus Antonius Gordianus Sempronius Romanus Africanus, and his son as joint emperors, the senate gave them their backing. However Gordian I and II were overwhelmed the following month by the governor of neighbouring Numidia and, with Maximinus advancing on Italy from Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica in modern Serbia), the senate chose the patricians Clodius Pupienus Maximus and Decimus Caelius Balbinus as their successors. Unpopular with the people of Rome, the two tried to gain support by adopting as their heir the 13-year-old grandon of Gordian I and newphew of Gordian II, Marcus Antonius Gordianus. When the city of Aquileia in NE Italy shut its gates against him, Maxminus commenced a siege but he was killed in June not by Pupienus, who was then at Ravena further south, but by his own starving troops. He had never set foot in Rome itself but, by greatly increasing military pay, left the empire with an increased tax burden. In July Pupienus and Balbinus were murdered in Rome, near rather than inside the palace, when the Praetorians proclaimed Antonius Gordianus (Gordian III) emperor. See � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximinus_Thrax" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximinus_Thrax� and Bird, pp.134-5. for further details.


� Gordian III, the final occupant of the throne in 238, the `Year of the Six Emperors’, was born in Rome on 20 January 225. His mother was the daughter of Gordian I and the sister of Gordian II, so Eutropius, who was also unaware of the existence of Gordian II, should have described the older man as his avus (grandfather) rather than pater


� Tranquillina was the daughter of Gaius Furius Sabinius Aquila Timesitheus, who became prefect of the praetorian guard. Gordianus opened the gate of the Temple of Janus, the formal sign that Rome was war, in 241. The Persians, who in 224 had replaced the Parthians as masters of the empire on Rome’s eastern frontier had overrun Osroene and Mesopotamia and were threatening Syria.


� In 243 Timesitheus, the emperor’s father-in-law and de facto ruler of the empire, recovered most of the lost territory but then died in unclear circumstances. Eutropius, supported by Bird and many other European historians, claim that Marcus Julius Philippus (`Philip the Arab’), who, with his brother Gaius Julius Priscus, took over as head of the Praetorian Guard, engineered the murder of Gordian III in February or March 244. However, Persian sources, supported by some more recent Western historians, claim that he died in a battle won by the Persians near Fallujah in Iraq (for details see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Misiche" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Misiche� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordian_III" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordian_III� 


� The singular mīles is used here to represent the army as a whole.


� Circesium (now within the modern city of al-Busayrah in eastern Syria) was near the confluence of the Euphrates and the Khabyur rivers and later fortified as a frontier post under Diocletian,.


� Philip, who reigned from 244 to 249. was born around 204 near Damascus in the SW of modern Syria. He built an elaborate city, Philippopolis (modern Shahba) on the site of his native village. His peace agreement in the East was portrayed in Persian propaganda as a surrender but Philip in fact probably kept control of Osroene and part of Mesopotamia though acknowledging Armenia as within Persia’s sphere of influence and paying a huge ransom for the release of Roman prisoners. He was later involved in warfare on the Danube, repelling an invasion by the Dacian Carpi tribe. The celebration of Rome’s 1000th anniversary was held in 248, most likely in April at the completion of A.U.C.1000.. Probably later the same year, troops in Pannonia and Moesia declared Titus Claudius Marinus Pacatianus emperor and this triggered renewed invasions by the Quadi, Goths, Carpi and others. Faced with distrubances in other areas also, Philip offered to abdicate but the senate urged him to stay on. Decius, a Pannonian general who had appeared one of Philip’s staunchest supporters, was sent to the Danube and stabilised the situation but in summer 249 Decius himself made a bid for the throne.  The circumstance of Philip’s death are unclear: he may have been killed in a battle with Decius’s troops at Verona or murdered by his own men afterwards. His son either died with him or, as Eutropius believed, was killed separately in Rome. See � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_the_Arab" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_the_Arab� and, for the claim by some Christian authors that Philip was himself a Christian, see Michael Meckler’s review at � HYPERLINK "https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2003/2003.02.13/" �https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2003/2003.02.13/�  Bird argues that the absence of inscriptions using the title dīvus for Philip and his son suggests Eutropius is wrong to claim they were deified 


� The modern village of Martinci in northern Serbia (see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martinci" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martinci� ) 


� Caius Messius Quintus Decius Valerianus Trainaus, born around.190, reigned from 249 to 251, after a distinguished administrative career. Though there was fighting along the Rhine frontier, no other sources mention a revolt in Gaul.He and his son, Herennius Etruscus, who was made joint emperor in 251, died together at the battle of Abritus, which, despite Eurtopius’s reference to Barbaricum (barbarian territory) was fought well within Rome’s frontiers. The Decian Baths, of which only small traces remain, were built on the Aventine. Decius reign was noteworthy also for the persecution of Christians, many of who refused to make a mandatory sacrifice `for the safety of the empire’, and also for the return of the Antonine Plague, at its most virulent in 251-266.


� Gaius Vibius Trebonianus Gallus, born into a senatorial family in 206 at Perusia (modern Perugia, about 100 miles north of Rome), had been governor of one or both of the Moesian provinces and fought alongside Decius and his son against the Goths. On their death in June 251 he was immediately proclaimed emperor by his troops. After reaching agreement with the Goths that they should leave Roman territory but keep their booty and receive an annual subsidy, he returned to Rome where he may have agreed to reign jointly with Hostilianus, Decius’s younger son, whom he may also have adopted. Hostilianus died later in the year, probably from the plague, and then, if not earlier, Gallus’s son Volusianus was made co-emperor. Aemilianus, who in 251 had taken over Gallus’s old position as commander in Moesia had himself proclaimed emperor by his men in summer 253. Bird suggests he might have promised to hand over to them money earmarked for the Goths. Gallius and Volusianus probably did not realise the danger until Aemilianus entered Italy as he was already at Interamna (modern Terni, 60 miles north of Rome) when they confronted him. The two were killed by their own men before battle could be joined. Eutropius does not mention a revolt in Syria, a renewed offensive by Shapur of Persia, who defeated a Roman force at Barbalissos in Syria, and fresh invasions across the Danube, which Aemilianus repulsed before marching on Rome. For details see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trebonianus_Gallus" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trebonianus_Gallus� 


� Aemilianus was in turn killed later in 253 by his own men in Italy, who went over to Valerian


� Publius Licinius Valerianus, born around 200 into an old senatorial family, had been placed by Gallus in command of forces in Raetia (comprising central and eastern Switzerland and parts of southern Germany and Austria). He was ordered to come to Gallus’s assistance against Aemilianus but Gallus and Volusianus were dead before he could reach Italy. Valerian’s own troops then acclaimed him as emperor as later did Aemilianus’s mutinous soldiers. He immediately appointed his elder son Publius Licinius Egnatius Galienus as co-emperor (not, as Eutropius writes, merely as Caesar).


� Ignāvia might also mean `cowardice’. 


� The Germanic Alamanni reached Ravena on Italy’s Adriatic coast in the mid-250s but were defeated at Milan by Gallienus, probably in 258. Valerian had some initial success against the Persians, regaining control of Syria, but he was defeated and himself taken prisoner in a battle at Edessa, capital of Osroene, in 260. Lactantius, an early Christian writer, happy to show that Valerian, who renewed the persecution of their faith, was duly punished, assert that he was not merely enslaved but treated with great indgnity and finally killed by his captors. A 9th century Persian historian claimed that Valerian and his army were send to construct the Band-e-Kaisar (`Caesar’s dam’) in SW Iran and that Valerian himself was then released. The dam’s remains do show it was constructed on Roman lines. See 


� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valerian_(emperor)" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valerian_(emperor)� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Band-e_Kaisar" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Band-e_Kaisar� 


� Gallienus, who may have been born in 218 and became Augustus (co-emperor) in summer 253, ruled until his assassination in 268. He fought repeatedly and successfully on the Rhine frontier in the 250s and at Mursa (Osijek in Croatia), probably in 260, defeated Ingenuus, who he himself had placed in command of Pannonia and Moesia but who subsequently rebelled. The man who Ingenuus’ troops backed after his death was named Regalianus, not Trebellianus, and he was killed by his own men and a Scythian tribe, the Roxolani, not by Gallienus (Bird, p.139)


� The Alamanni invasion of Italy is the same event as the advance on Ravenna by the Germani mentioned above. The province of Dacia was not actually abandoned under Gallienus although he did withdraw from Transylvania. Raids by Goths and others into the Balkans and Asia Minor continued throughout his reign, with Athens and Ephesus among the cities affected. He tried to protect Pannonia from the Quadi and the Sarmatians by an alliance with the Marcomanni, some of whom he settled in the province. The Germans who invaded Spain were the Franks – a tribal confederacy that was later to give its name to France. They invaded Gaul in the late 250s and then inflicted severe damage on Tarraco (modern Tarragona) in NE Spain, the capital of the province of Hispania Tarraconensis. Following their victory at Edessa, the Persians dominated Mesopotamia and raided into Asia Minor but they were forced back a few months later by the Roman commander Macrinus and his allies from the oasis city of Palmyra.Macrinus subsequently revolted against Gallienus.but was defeated in 261 in Pannonia,


� Marcus Cassianius Latinius Postumus, who was in command of forces on the Rhine, launched his rebellion at Colonia Agrippina (Cologne) in 259 or 260, captured and executed Gallienus’s son and the praetorian prefect and ruled the Gallic provinces together with Germania Superior and Inferior until his death at Mogontiacum in 269. As well as successfully defending the Rhine frontier, he also gained the allegiance of Britannia, the Hispanic provinces and, for a while, of the Alpine province of Raetia. See � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postumus" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postumus� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallic_Empire" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallic_Empire�  for further information 


� Marcus Aurelius Marius had supposedly been a blacksmith. Numismatic evidence suggests he was in power for at least two or three months during 269, ruling from Augusta Treverorum (Trier), before being M.Piavonius Victorinus, Postumus’s praetorian prefect, had him killed. 


� Victorinus (269-71?), who was of Gallic descent, was not recognised by the Spanish provinces and faced the loss of parts of south-eastern Gaul to Claudius Gothicus. Gallienus’s successor in Rome. He neverthelss but put down a revolt by the city of Augustodunum (Atun) further north. His killer was supposedly the husband of one of the women he had seduced.  Like the other Gallic emperors he minted high quality coins, one of which has been found at U Thong in Thailand. 


� Gaius Pius Esuvius Triticus (271-274), whose accession Victorinus’s mother had secured by payments to the troops, was also descended from Gallic nobility.  He repelled renewed Germanic incursions and was able to re-conquer much of south-east Gaul whilst Aurelian, who had become Roman empero in 270, concentrated on recovering the Eastern provinces. He also put down a revolt by the governor of Gallia Belgica.


� Odenathus, of mixed Arab and Aramaean descent, was a member of the elite of Palmyra, the oasis city which lay on the chief caravan route between Syria and Mesopotamia. After Valerian’s capture by the Persians in 270, he proclaimed himself king, drove Saphor back and later retook Mesopotamia. Though de facto independent, he was acting formally in Rome’s name and Gallienus put him in command of all Roman forces in the East. After the Roman general Macrinus rebelled against Gallienus and was defeated in Pannonia, Odenathus moved against Macrinus’s son Quietus and his praetorian prefect Balista, who Macrinus had left in charge of his eastern forces. Odenathus and his son Herodianus were assassinated in 267 in unknown circumstances.   


� The theatre was constructed in the 2nd. cent. B.C and restored in modern times. It suffered severe damage during the second occupation by the ISIS terrorist group in 2016-17.


� Eutropius viewed both Postumus and Odenathus as upholders of Roman authority rather than as secessionists. Although Postumus was probably a native of Batavia (roughly the modern Netherlands) and his successiors were of Gallic descent, there is no evidence that they had separatist intentions aims and Postumus himself, who set up Roman-style institutions within his domain, would probably have ideally liked to challenge Gallienus for power at the centre. Odenathus, in contrast, probably saw himself as an ally of Rome rather than a Roman challenging other Romans within the empire.


� Gallienus was assassinated by officers from the Danube region in summer 268 whilst he was besieging Aureolus, whom he had appointed to oppose Postumus but who had rebelled against him. The conspirators included both Marcus Aurelius Claudius, later styled `Gothicus’, and another future emperor, Aurelian. Claudius died of plague at Sirmium in 270 after his success against the Goths


� The volume of coinage Marcus Aurelius Quintillus issued suggests the authors who put his reign of several months are correct. He had been the choice of the senate and the soldiers at Aquileia in NE Italy but Aurelian, with the support of forces on the Danube, swiftly moved against him. His is variously reported to have died in battle, been killed by his own troops or committed suicide.


� Dacis Ripensis (`Dacia on the Bank’), where Lucius Domitius Aurelianus was born in c 215, was a section of Moesia on the southern bank of the Danube, later made a separate province by Aurelian


� A Gallic tribe, possibly linked to the Catavellauni of southern Britain.The ethnonym stands here for their capital cīvitās Catalaunōrum, modern Châlons-sur-Marne in the Champagne region of NE France. The battle took place in 274, after Aurelian’s expulsion of the Vandals from Pannonia and the Germanic Alamanni and Juthungi from northern Italy and his re-conquest of the Eastern provinces. 


� Aeneid, VI: 365. The words were addressed in the Underworld to Aeneas by his helmsman Palinurus who had fallen overboard on the voyage to Italy and been killed by the locals when he struggled ashore. He was now unable to cross the Styx because his body had remained unburied. It has been suggested that the whole story of Tetricus’s secret collaboration with Aurelian may have been propaganda designed to make his former troops less likely to revolt in future. 


� Odenathus’s widow, Zenobia, held power after his death as regent for her son Vaballathus. She initially continued the policy of nominal allegiance to Rome, including retaining the emperor’s image on coins she issued, but in 270 took control of Egypt and of more areas of Asia Minor. In 271, anticipating Aurelian would move against her, she declared her independence by adopting the title Augusta, after defeat by Aurelian in 272 she was paraded in golden chains in his triumph, probably accompanied by her son, but then allowed to live comfortably in Rome (further details at � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zenobia" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zenobia�). She is today celebrated still in Syria as a national heroine. Tetrichus, the last `Gallic’ emperor, and his son were unchained but made to walk in Gallic trousers (bracae) rather than togas. Palmyra revolted again in 273 and was then destroyed by Roman forces. 


� Eutropius’s wording impies that Felicissimus (`Luckiest’!) was killed by the rebels he was in fact a rebel leader and appears to have had quite widespread support (see Bird, p.143). The rebellion occurred in 270 or 271. 


� `He was in some ways an indispensible emperor but in no way a kind one.’


� magnā ex parte, `to a great extent’


� Aurelian was especially devoted to the Sun-God and his coins show him as a personification of the deity.


� The survival of Latin in north of the Danube to become modern Romanian shows Aurelian’s resettlement did not include the entire Romanised population.


� Heraclea (originally called Perinthus and now Marmara Ereglisi) was on the northern (European) coast of the Sea of Marmara. Caenophrurium was probably slightly inland from Selymbria (modern Silivrii) (see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caenophrurium" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caenophrurium�). The slave who devised Aurelian’s murder in autumn 275 may have anticipated punishment himself for some minor offence.`Those involved in the assassination were executed by the new emperor, Tacitus. 


� See � HYPERLINK "https://wiki2.org/en/Dacia_Aureliana" �https://wiki2.org/en/Dacia_Aureliana� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dacia_Ripensis" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dacia_Ripensis� The province covered parts of what is now Bulgaria and Serbia. The capital was Serdice (Sofia,capital of modern Bulgaria).


� Marcus Claudius Tacitus, who was aged 75 and the senior senate, was chosen as emperor a few weeks after Aurelian’s death by the senate itself after the army called upon them to make a rcommendation. After defeating the Goths in Pontus he was either assassinated or died of fever in summer 276.


� Marcus Annius Florianus, Tacitus’s praetorian prefect and possibly also his half-brother, was recognised as emperor in the west but killed by his own troops at Tarsus in Asia Minor when attempting to defeat Probus’s revolt (see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florianus" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florianus�)  


� Colōnia Aggripīna: modern Cologne


� Marcus Aurelius Probus, born at Sirmium c. 232, probably had himself proclaimed emperor immediately after Tacitus’s death and had the support of the army in Syria, Palestine and Egypt. After defeating Florianus, he expelled Germanic invaders from Gaul, Raetia and Ilyricum. Julius Saturninus launched his rebellion form Syria and Egypt in 277-8 and Proculus and Bononus staged theirs at Colonia Agrippina. 


� In order both to protect the Italian wine industry and to safeguard corn supplies, Domitian (81-96 A.D.) had banned the planting of new vineyards in Italy and ordered half of those in the provinces to be destroyed, but these restrictions had fallen into disuse by Probus’s time. Bird (p.145) notes that wine production is still important in the hills north of Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica in Serbia), which had been the capital of Pannonia Inferior since 103 A.D. The site of Mons Aureus is uncertain but, according to the � HYPERLINK "https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9C%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%81_%D0%90%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%83%D1%81_(%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B5%D1%99%D0%B5)" ��Serbian version of Wikipedia�, it was about 25 miles from modern Belgrade (Singidunum).


� Probus, who was killed in September 282, had probably become unpopular for his use of the troops on civil projects, like the vineyard planting, and for generally strict discipline. He was, however, always careful to treat the senate with respect and possibly the last emperor to maintain the fiction that the body was an equal partner in the administration of the empire.


� Marcus Aurelius Carus had been Probus’s praetorian prefect but had probably rebelled against him shortly before his death, which some sources claim he procured. He nevertheless punished the actual  killers.


� Coche (Aramaic: Kokhe, Persian: Veh Ardashir) had been constructed on the Tigris opposite Ctesiphon to replace Seleucia, destroyed by Verus’s forces in 165. It housed a large Jewish community and later became the seat of the Nestorian patriarch, head of the Christian `Church of the East.’ 


� Bird argues in a � HYPERLINK "https://www.jstor.org/stable/41533488?seq=1" ��1976 article� that Carus was actually the victim of an assassination plot led by Diocles (the future Diocletian).


� The assassination probably took place in November 284 south of Chalcedon, a city opposite Byzantium on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus


� Bird (p.146) suggests this characterisation of Carinus reflected Diocletian’s propaganda


� Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletianus, born at Solin (Solana) in Dalmatia around 244, had been commander of an elite cavalry force protecting the emperor Carus and was proclaimed emperor at Nicomedia, just east of the Bosphorus, on 20 Novermber, 284 A.D.


� Despite his denial, Diocletian was probably involved in Numantius’s murder (see Bird, p.146). Margus was presumably a settlement on the River Margus (modern Morava). This joins the Danube about 80 kilometres east of Belgrade (Roman Singidunum) and just west of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viminacium" ��Viminacium�, the capital of Moesia Superior situated near the city of Kostolac in Eastern Serbia and now an important archaeological site. Mons Aureus was at an unknown location about 40 kilometres from Belgrade/Singidunum (see above). 


� M. Aurelius Valerius Maximianus was most likely appointed Caesar in July 285. The Bacaudae (probably from a Gaulish word meaning `fighters’ or `vagabonds; ) seem to have been free peasants, reacting against the increasingly harsh demands of local administrators and aided by runaway slaves and military deserters. Bands of this sort arose during the `Crisis of the Third Century’ particularly in the less Romanised areas of Gaul and Hispania. Aelianus and Amandus, who issued coins claiming the status of emperors, had their main base on the River Marne in northern France. Their defeat was probably completed by spring 286 but similar revolts occurred periodically down to the 5th century. From the 19th century onwards, they have attracted the attention of both Marxist and nationalist historians. See Bird (p.127) and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagaudae" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagaudae� 


� Marcus Aurelius Carausius,  a Gaul from the North-Westeren Menapii tribe, whose territory included parts of France, Belgium and the Netherlands, was tasked in 285 or 286 with suppressing piracy in the Channel (Armorica corresponds to the Britanny peninsula and Normandy). Boulogne, his original headquarters and the principal port for access to Britan, was known originally as Gesoriacum and the later name Bononia probably adopted after he lost control of the town,


� Carausius set himself up as an independent ruler in Britain while retaing control of the region around Boulogne. His London-minted coinage, 800 of which were in a cache of 52,000 discovered in 2010, shows he claimed the status of Augustus, on a par with Diocletian and Maximian, and echoed their propaganda with the slogan S[aturnia] R[egna] R[edeunt] (`The Golden Age Returns’). See i� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carausius" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carausius� and, for an attempt to see him as a proto-nationalist � HYPERLINK "https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/history/ahead-of-his-time-carausius-was-a-pirate-a-rebel-and-the-first-ruler-of-a-unified-britain-2039008.html" �https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/history/ahead-of-his-time-carausius-was-a-pirate-a-rebel-and-the-first-ruler-of-a-unified-britain-2039008.html�  Carausius figures in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s medieval Historia Regum Britanniae and in Rosemary Sutcliff’s novel, � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Silver_Branch_(Sutcliff_novel)" ��The Silver Branch�


� Aurelius Achilleus succeeded Domitius Domitianus, who had lauched a revolt from Egypt in 297. He was defeated and by Domitian in 298. The Quinqugentiani were Berbers who invaded Mauretania and Numidia in the 280s. Narseus (Narseh), the Persian king from 293-303, was at war with Rome from 296 but it is unclear whether the king was trying to re-occupy territory ceded to Rome in 287 or reacting to an anticipated Roman offensive to regain ground lost in 240-260; for conflicting accounts see Bird (p.149) and Ursula Weber at � HYPERLINK "https://iranicaonline.org/articles/narseh-sasanian-king" �https://iranicaonline.org/articles/narseh-sasanian-king�  


� Maximian was probably promoted to Augustus in April 286 and Constantius and Galerius only made Caesars in March 293. Marcus Flavius Valerius Constantius, born in Dacia Ripensis, may have the son of a niece rather than a daughter of Claudius Gothicus. His fellow Dacian, Gaius Galerius Valerius Maximianus, supposedly had a Thracian father and Dacian mother. 


� Constantius probably captured Gesoriacum/Bononia/Boulogne early in 293, after which Carausius was killed and succeed by Allectus, his finance minister (or army commander). Allectus himself was defeated and killed by Constantius’s subordinate Julius Asclepiodotus in 296, 


� The battle probably took place in 298. Lingonae is modern Langres, a hill-top town in NE France,  named after the local Gallic tribe, the Lingones.


� The Berber Quingentiani were finally defeated in 297.


� After defeating Achilleus in spring 298, Diocletian destroyed the rebel cities of Coptos and Osiris and divided Egypt into two separate provinces.


� Callinicum (modern Raqqa, the ISIS` capital’ in 2014-2017) and Carrhae (site of Crassus’s defeat in 53 B.C and now known as Harran) are now in Syria and Turkey respectively but at the time were in Osroene, a former client kingdom which had been organised as a Roman province in Caracalla’s reign,


� The preposition ad can mean `at’ or `alongside` as well as `to/towards.’  The story of Galerius’s humiliation by Diocletian at Antioch in Syria after his defeat in 297 is regarded sceptically by some modern historians.


� Hormisdas was the brother of King Shapur II of Persia but fled to Constantinople in 323 and later served as a cavalry commander in the emperor Julian’s Persian campaign of 361-63, in which Eutropius himself was also involved. Armenia Maior was the name often applied to the main kingdom or Armenia as against Armenia Minor, a smaller territory to its west which had been under Roman control since the 1st century B.C. (see map in Book VIII, chapter 4). After defeating Shapur in Armenia, Galerius overran much of Iran and captured the Persian capital, Ctesiphon. The 299 peace agreement left Rome in control of much of Armenia and Mesopotamia.


� The Carpi were a Dacian tribe living north of Trajan’s province of Dacia (modern Romania), while the Bastarnae probably a Celtic people living in the same region (see map in chapter 2 above). They were defeated by Diocletian in the two years following his 294 victory over the Sarmatians.  


� Literally `cunningly charactered’ (mōrātus, -a, -ūm, possessing a particular character)


� i.e. he managed to get others to take the blame for his own harshness


� Ancient Salona is now Solin, a suburb of Split on the Croatian coast. For video of the Roman remains see � HYPERLINK "https://split.gg/salona/" �https://split.gg/salona/�  Lucania is the south-west region of Italy.


� i.e since the humnan race began.


� Diocletian died in 311, six years after his 305 retirement. Eutropius’s account of his life omits the two things Diocletian is probably best remembered for today: his abortive attempts to suppress Christianity and to fix the price of goods and services by administrative fiat. For details, see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocletian" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocletian� 


� The division of power was actually fixed in advance by Domitian and Gaius Galerius Valerius Maximianus rather than, as Eutropius suggests, decided by Galerius and Marcus Flavius Valerius Constantius and then unilaterally altered by the latter. Galerius was to control all or most of the Danube region and Asia Minor; Constantius Gaul, Britain and Spain; Gaius Galerius Valerius Maximinus (`Maximin Dia’, Galerius’s Caesar or deputy) Oriens (the eastern `diocese’, or group of provinces, set up by Domitian); and Flavius Valerius Severus (Constantius’s Caesar) Italy and Africa and perhaps also Pannonia. See the map at the end of Book IX for the boundaries before Domitian’s retirement, which were now slightly modified.


� i.e. he had to borrow the silverware to put on a large-scale banquet


� After he and his son Constantine had defeated the Picts in Caledonia in 305, Constantius died at York in July 306 and his troops immediately hailed Constantine, commemorated today by a statue in the grounds of York Minster (Cathedral), as Augustus. Bird suggests that Constantius was indeed probably a good ruler but that Eutropius exaggerates his virtues under the influence of Constantine’s later propaganda. The Picts are now generally thought to have been a Celtic group but their language was distinct from Brythonic, the group of dialects spoken over most of the island in Roman times and ancestral to modern Welsh, Cornish and Breton.


� As explained in the previous note, these arrangements had already been agreed by Diocletian though they might have been Galerius’s original suggestions.


� Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maxentius, ex-Augustus Maximian’s son, was probably declared Augustus by his supporters in Rome in October 306 and accepted as legitimate by Italy, Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia and Africa. Maximian gained support for himself and his son from Constantine, recognising him in autumn 307 as an Augustus, when Constantine had previously agreed to accept the lesser status of Caesar from Galerius, and also marrying his daughter to him. Severus did retreat to Ravenna but he was actually killed near Rome after he had surrendered to Maximian and been taken prisoner.


� Maximian (Herculius) fled to Constantine after he had tried in April to supplant his son as emperor at Rome but was not supported by his former soldiers. On 11 November 308 at a conference with Diocletian and Galerius at Carnuntum, a garrison city on the Danube near the modern Austrian border with Slovakia, Maximian agreed to retire and it was also decided that a friend of Galerius, Valerius Licinianus Licinius, should become Augustus in the West with Constantine as his Caesar, whilst Maxentius was declared a usurper. Maximian aftwerwards served as Constantine’s southern commander but then tried to seize power by claiming Constantine was dead. Informed by Fausta, Constantine came south and captured him at Marseille, where he hanged himself whilst a prisoner.


� Galerius died after a long illness in 311 at Serdica (Sofia, the capital of modern Bulgaria).


� Constantine invaded Italy in 312 and Maxentius’s unpopularity in Rome forced him in October to fight on open ground on the north bank of the Tiber rather than to remain protected by the city walls. Christian writers personally acquainted with Constantine claimed that he received divine assistance in the battle. According to the best-known account, one of two offered by Eusebius of Caesarea some time before the battle Constantine saw a cross appear above the sun in the sky with the Greek words Ἐν Τούτῳ Νίκα (ev touto nika, `in this conquer’, usually translated into Latin as In hōc signō vincēs, `in this sign you will conquer’) and was later instructed by Christ in a dream to put his sign on his soldiers’ shields. This seems to have been the `Chi-Ro’ symbol, which was certainly used by Constantine in later battles. See also � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Milvian_Bridge" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Milvian_Bridge� 


� Maximinus, Licinius’s own Caesar, rebelled in 313 and captured Byzantium and Heraclea but was defeated in battle and retreated to the Cilician capital, Tarsus, where he committed suicde while under siege,


� Although his sister, Constantia, had married Licinius in 313, Constantine was determined to be master of the whole empire and attacked in October 316 at Cibala, modern Vinkovci in eastern Croatia in Pannonia Secunda, which had been set up as a province by Diocletian.    


� After his victory in Pannonia, Constantine suffered a reverse in eastern Thrace and was forced to compromise. A peace agreement in 317 left him with most of Licinius’s European territory, whilst both Constantine’s sons, Crispus and Constantine II, and Licinius’s son Licinius II (who was also Constantine’s nephew) became Caesars. Tension continued, increased by the support for Constantine amongst Licinius’s Christian subjects: both emperors had agreed the 313 Edict of Milan which guaranteed toleration of Christianity (already conceded by Galerius in 311) and also promised the restoration of confiscated church property, but Licinius was still seen as hostile to the religion. Licinius was defeated on land at Adrianople (modern Edirne in European Turkey) and at sea in the Hellespont (Dardanelles). Nicomedia, where he surrendered, is just east of Byzantium (Contantinople/Istanbul)   and had been made the empire’s eastern capital by Diocletian in 286. Licinius was executed in 325.


� The third Caesar was Constantius II. Constantine’s eldest son, Crispus, was executed in May or June 326, and his step-mother Fausta in July that year. Contemporary sources are largely silent on the circumstances, though there were rumours that either the two were either actually lovers or Fausta was claiming that they were (for further details see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_the_Great and Bird page 155" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_the_Great and Bird page 155�).  Constantine’ s nephew, Licinius II., may have been executed in 325 at the same time as his father.


� Constantine subdued the Goths in 332 and settled some of the Sarmatians south of the Danube after defeating them in 334.


� Construction of Constantine’s `New Rome’ at Byzantium was begun in 324 and the city was officially inaugurated in 330.


� Constantine died near Nicomedia on 22 May 337, when he was planning a campaign in response to Sapor II of Persia’s attack on Mesopotamia in 335.


� The Greek accusative ending –ēn is used here in preference to substituting the Latin –am suffix.


� Constantine’s deification by the senate reflects the prevalence of paganism amongst the traditional elite as does Eutropius’s failure to mention Chritianity in his account of the emperor. Constantine had patronised Christianity since 312 and presided over the 325 Council of Nicaea, which formulated the Nicaean Creed still in use today. He may have delayed baptism until on his deathbed in the belief that this would ensure forgiveness for the sins he had committed for political reasons throughout his reign.


� The three sons were Constantinus II and Constantius II and Constans and the nephew Flavius Julius Dalmatius, who was killed along with his father and several other relatives in 337. The three sons then declared themselves Augusti on 9 September that year.


� Constantine II, who had been allotted Britain, Spain and Gaul, attempted in 340 to seize the territory of Italy and Africa from Constans.


� Despite success against the Franks in 341-2 and the Sarmatians in 342-3, Constans was a poor administrator and his homosexuality also made him unpopular.  After Flavius Magnus Magnentius was proclaimed emperor at Augustodunum (modern autun in eastern Gail), he fled towards Spain but was assassinated at Helena (modern Elne) in the northern side of the Pyrenees. Originally called Illiberis, this town had been renamed by Constantine in honour of his mother.


� Constantius II suffered a string of defeats in Mesopotamia between 343 and 360, when Singara (modern Sinjar), an important frontier stronghold, was finally lost to the Persians..  


� Vetranio was proclaimed emperor in Pannonia Inferior at Mursa (modern Osijek in Croatia) on 1 March 350. He was for a time recognised as emperor by Constantius and Bird suggests that the `rebellion’ was actually staged to protect Constantius’s interest by forestalling a move against him ny Magentius (see Bird, pg. 158).


� Flavius Popilius Nepotianus, son of a half-sister of Constantine the Great, was killed by one of Magnentius’s aides a month after getting his supporters to proclaim him emperor on 3 June 350.


� Several ancient authors comment on the staggering losses incurred at the Battle of Mursa on 24 September 351, though Magnentius himself fled the field early in the engagement. Constantius was slow to follow up his victory but defeated Magnentius in Gaul in summer 353, after which the latter, fearing he would be surrendered to the victor by his own men, fell on his sword.


� Flavius Claudius Constantius Gallus, the son of a half-brother of Constantine the Great, was appointed Caesar by his cousin in March 351 and ruled Oriens from Antioch until late 354 when Constantius had him executed for misconduct in office.


� This phrase seems a re-arangment of natūrā ferus, ad vim et tyrannidem prōnior.


� Claudius Silvanus, a soldier of Frankish descent whose father had supported Constantine the Great in his war against Licinius, was in charge of infantry at Colonia Agrippensis (Cologne). He was apparently falsely accused of treason by his enemies at Constantius’s court and, fearing he was in danger of being condemned, actually did have himself declared emperor by his troops in summer 355. The officer Constantius sent to confront him succeeded in persading some of Silvanus’s own men to kill him. 


� Gallus’s half-brother, Flavius Claudius Julianus (331-363), known as `Julian the Apostate’ because of his abandonment of the Christianity in which he had been brought up, was placed in charge of the western section of the empire by his cousin Constantius in November 355 and married Constantius’s sister Helena the following month. His recapture of Cologne and victory against a superior Alamannic force under Chnodomarius at the Battle of Strasbourg (Argentoratum) in 357 was followed by the restoration of the whole Rhine frontier in 358 and an invasion of territory beyond the river in 359, which forced a number of tribes to agree to pay tribute. For details see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_(emperor)" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_(emperor)� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Strasbourg" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Strasbourg� 


The Alamanni were a tribal grouping from whose name Allemagne (French for `Germany’) derives.   


� Germāniciānus is a late word referring to troops serving in German or against German forces. Julian had been hailed as an Augustus after his victory at Strasbourg but refused the nomination. However early in 360 his troops, some of whom had been ordered by Constantius to join an expedition to recover territory lost to the Persians in 359, allegedly threatened mutiny if Julian did not lead them in revolt. Julian occupied the Danubian region in 361 but civil war was averted by Constatnius’s death in November that year. Julian’s own account of his actions has survived in his `Letter to the Athenians,’ available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/julian_apostate_letter_to_the%20athenians.htm" �http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/julian_apostate_letter_to_the%20athenians.htm�  


� Quōrum….officia, i.e. those whose (satisfactory) performance of burdensome duties he had witnessed.


� The aim of Julian’s invasion was probably to replace Shapor II on the Persian throne with his brother, Hormisdas, who had fled to Constantinople in 323 and who was accompanying the expedition as a cavalry commander (see note on Book IX, c.25 above). Julian’s army of 65,000 men left Antioch in March 363 and defeated a Persian force defending Ctesiphon in May. However, with the main Persian force approaching, he had to retreat rather than besiege the city and he was killed in a skirmish on 26 July. For details see Bird, p.162 and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_(emperor)" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_(emperor)�


� Julian was a prolific writer and much of his output has survived, though the authenticity of some of the works attributed to him is disputed. His rejection of Christianity seems to have resulted from the influence on him of his teachers and, whilst hoping to revive traditional Roman religion in general, he was particulary attracted to the cult of the sun god, Helios, and to neo-Platonist ideas. Christianity was not made illegal but privileges formerly given to the church were withdrawn and Christians were not allowed to teach the Latin and Greek classics. As well as curtailing the imperial bureaucracy and returning more power to city governments, Julian tried to resurrect the concept of the emperor as first among equals.  The claim that his last words, addressed to Christ, were νενίκηκάς με, Γαλιλαῖε (nenikekas me, Galilaie, `You have defeated me, Galilean’) is now generally thought to be apocryphal.


� Ardershir II, who fought against Julian in 363, succeeded his brother, Shapur II, who is probably depicted on the right (see � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ardashir_II" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ardashir_II�). The Persian god Mithra is on the left 


� Flavius Jovianus, born around 331 in Singidunum (Belgrade), was the son of a respected general, Varronianus, and commanded the domestici et protectores, the emperor’s elite bodyguard of two hundred young officers. The peace terms included inter alia relinquishing five provinces and the cities of Nisbis and Singara (see map after chapter15 for city locations). 


� Eutropius contrasts Jovian’s submission to Persia with Rome’s conduct after the humiliation at the Caudine Forks in 321 B.C.(when the Sammnite commander was Gavius Pontius rather then Pontius Telesinus), at Numantia in 141 B.C. and in Numidia in 110 B.C (see 2.9, 4.17 and 4.26 above). His figure of 1,218 years implies a foundation date for Rome of 751 B.C.


� Jovian anticipated a challenge from Procopius, the commander who Julian was said to have named  as his successor and who in fact remained loyal till Jovian’s death though he did rebel against Valentinian and Valens,


� Bird (p.163) thinks charcoal was the most likely cause of death. Eutropius’s figure for Jovian age is presumably the average of the higher and lower estimates in his sources.


� On the traditional system, 364 was named after the consuls at its start (Jovian and his young son Varronianus) despite Jovian’s death in February.


� Eutropius is referring to the accession of Flavius Valentinianus, who was the joint choice of military and civilian officials after the army reached Nicaea, the capital of Bithynia in NW Anatolia. Valentian subsequently named as a second Augustus his brother Flavius Valens, who later commissioned Eutropius to write his history.


� Built between 2nd and 6th century A.D., this is the largest free-standing brick-built vault in the world. Its ruins are today the only visible remains of ancient Ctesiphon.





