The End of the World
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/arts_and_culture/8353434.stm 

In this clip, Tom Brook discusses the movie `2012’, which portrays world-wide destruction at the time some people claim is forecast in the ancient Mayan calendar. 

TASK 1
Listen to the video and answer the following questions without looking at the transcript.:

1. How many children does the character played by John Cusack have? 2
2. What real world problem does Cusack compare the situation in the picture with? Global warming
3. How much did the film probably cost to make? 260 million dollars
4. What country does the maker of the film originally come from? Germany
5. What is the famous American building destroyed by a tidal wave in the film? White House
6. In which continent is the giant statue of Christ which is shown being destroyed in the publicity for the film?  South America
7. Which American city is mentioned in the film? New York
8. How many minutes into the film does the first major disaster occur? 45
9. What do some people hope this film will do? Break box-office records
10. What time of year is usually the best for releasing films of this type? summer
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:
It’s been called the mother of all disaster films – earth plates begin to shift, mayhem results. At the centre of the film John Cusack is a man estranged from his wife who’s taking care of their two children. For those that survive the cataclysm, it does at least bring some sense of togetherness.

`The movie allows you to have a roller-coaster ride that then let’s hopefully give’s you a visceral way to feel that sort of unity where the better – better angels of people’s natures come out and, you know, the nations don’t act selfishly and they unite and so on – it’s how you’d hope they’d elect about global warming but, you know…
`I’ve rented a plane, pack up the kids’
`The governor just said we’re fine now.

`When they tell you not to panic, that’s when you run!’
`You call me back when you calm down?’
This picture with a budget which one estimate has put at 260 million dollars comes from the master of disaster films, the film-maker who brought us `Independence Day’ and `The Day after Tomorrow’, German-born Roland Emmerich. He’s created a cataclysmic show, where the White House is destroyed by a huge tidal wave that’s transporting an aircraft carrier. No country or place, it seems, is spared.
`In the film, you destroy just about everything. Were there discussions that you had beforehand about certain icons that you couldn’t really destroy?’
`Well you know, there, yes, sure, there’s always like another thing, you know. Certain you know symbols stand for certain continents, You know for example, you know, the Jesus in Rio, Christ the Redeemer, it’s just like when that falls down you know South America goes, and that’s how we did it all. Not like walking around and saying what could we destroy, it was like everything stood for something.

But some sensitivities were observed, falling skyscrapers, yes, but no tall buildings toppling in New York, a city which didn’t figure that much in this film. Nor did Muslim shrines. `2012’ is all about impressive special effects and thrills.
In a way, you know, there are some people who label this film as `disaster porn’ You know, it’s a film which provides enjoyment for people who like to watch destruction. What do you make of that labelling?
`I don’t like that word very much. The first 45 minutes there is no, not one really big disaster scene. It’s all about character development, you know because we set up all the characters so well that we, like, at the end only have to have one little scene in between, you know, to pay it off. 
`We just lost our last new engine!’
It’s not disaster porn or John Cusack either, but a story of priorities being re-assessed in the face of doom,

`I think usually whenever some bad things happen we try to re-focus what’s important in life, how much time do we have and who do we want to spend it with, what do we want to concentrate on. That’s the feeling that the movie hopefully leaves you with.

In Hollywood, the hope is that `2012’ will break some box-office record but it’s going to be a challenge. It’s being released away from Hollywood’s summer movie season, at a time of year when audiences, at least according to the conventional wisdom, don’t have an appetite for big-budget, action movies.
TASK 3

Match the words below with their meanings.
1. mayhem 




involving the most basic feelings 5
2. estranged




place where you buy a ticket before watching a film 14
3. cataclysm




good or important enough to produce a strong effect on









people’s minds 12
4. roller-coaster




prediction or guess about the size, value etc. of 









something 7
5. visceral





falling down 11
6. budget





someone who releases others from a difficult situation 9
7. estimate 




no longer in a relationship with someone 2 
8. icon





being easily upset by something 10
9. redeemer




enormous disaster 3
10. sensitivity 




mechanical ride in which a car on rails goes up and 








down steep inclines
4





11. toppling




ordinary, usual 15
12.impressive 




plan for spending money 6
13.priority 




important cultural symbol 8
14. box-office




chaos 1
15. conventional 



allowing something or someone first place, what you 







regard as most important 13
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:
1. What is the main criticism that has been made of this film?

That it just allws people to enjoy watching destruction without any real artistic content
2. How do the main actor and the director respond to this criticism?

They say that the film is also concerned with the development of people’s characters and that it ends by showing people coming together and work cooperatively
3. What do you know about the two other films mentioned in the passage?
`Independence Day’ is about an alien invasion of earth, and `The Day after tomorro’ is about a great storm, triggered by global warming, which turns most of north America into an icy wilderness.
4. When the director was asked whether there were certain icons that should not be shown being destroyed, he did not actually answer the question. What other question did he seem to be answering?? 

He talked about deciding what symbols they ought to show being destroyed, not about things which they thought it would be wrong to show in this way,
5.Why do you think the film did not show tall buildings collapsing in New York.

Because people might be upset to be reminded of 9-11
6. In line 5 of the transcript, John Cusack uses the phrase `let’s hopefully’, which does not make sense. What TWO different ways of expressing his idea has he confused here?

Probably he mixed up `that hopefully gives you’ and `that, let’s hope, gives you’
7. If you thought you had only a few months before a disaster in which you might be killed, how would you want to spend the time? 

