Beginning of the end for skyscrapers in Japan?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-14982072 

One of Japan's richest men, the billionaire property developer Akira Mori, has called for a halt to the building of skyscrapers. Since the devastating earthquake and tsunami in March, sales of high-rise apartments have plummeted. Some renters have even moved to lower apartments. 

From Tokyo, Roland Buerk reports.
TASK 1
Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions

1. What can Emiko Yamamoto see from her window when the weather is good?  Mt Fuji
2. What floor does she live on? 30th
3. What does she now want to do? Move to a lower flat
4. How many buildings collapsed in Tokyo during the earthquake? None
5. What services are people likely to lose in an earthquake even if their building is undamaged? Water, gas, electricity
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

On a clear day, Emiko Yamamoto can see Mt. Fuji from her window.  It’s the kind of view people in Tokyo prize, but living thirty floors up .wasn’t so good when the earthquake hit in March. As furniture crashed around her, she thought she would die and now she can’t wait to leave.

`When the next big one hits, I’m worried this building will collapse. That’s why, if possible, I want to move closer to the ground.’  
During the earthquake in March, offices and homes were shaken violently. People rushed down to street level, where they tried to comfort each other.

Looking at Tokyo now, it’s as if nothing happened. Not a single tower fell here, nor in the north, closer to the epicentre but people who were inside can’t forget the fear they felt. 
Some of Japan’s biggest buildings were developed by Akira Mori, making him a billionaire but he says the era of ever-taller skyscrapers is over.
`Electricity, water, gas, they’ll lose them. People have to buy food but the elevator won’t work. Even if you’re safe, the infrastructure to live will have gone. Before, high floors were very popular but now it’s changed. The price has slumped.’
Others say more technology is the answer. This test facility is running a precise simulation of how the earthquake felt in Yokohama the engineers are confident special foundations and bracing means their buildings can withstand anything. The challenge now is to make them feel that they will.

`There were no problems with building safety but, as you saw and experienced, swaying made people living high up very afraid. There were cases of unsecured furniture falling down. The earthquake in March reminded us what our goal should be. We must reduce the swaying as well as improving safety. 

The great earthquake of 2011 left Tokyo’s skyline unscathed.  That may change in the years to come. The Japanese have been reminded of the vulnerability of their capital perched on top of fault lines, and a great view now has less appeal. 
Roalnd Buerk, BBC News, Tokyo.
TASK 3
Match the words and meanings:

1. devastating



quality of being liked or popular 14
2. plummet



value highly 3
3. prize




move from side to side 10
4. elevator




stand on top of something 13
5. slump




undamaged 11
6. precise




acting out or reproducing an event 7
7. simulation



exact 6
8. bracing




causing great damage 1
9. withstand 



being able to be harmed 12
10. sway 




lift (noun) 4
11. unscathed.  


fall a long way very quickly 2
12.vulnerability



quickly become much less 5
13. perch




special bars etc. added to a structure to strengthen it 8
14. appeal. 



be strong enough not to be harmed by something 9
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. Why do many people want to move from high-rise buildings, even though none of them collapsed in the earthquake? 
Because it is very frightening being in these buildings when they sway in an earthquake.
2. Why does Mr Mori think Japan should not build any more skyscrapers?

Because people are now afraid of them and because the services people depend on can’t be supplied in an earthquake.
3. What two things do the engineers think can keep high buildings safe in earthquakes?

Special foundations and bracing.
4. How can we prevent furniture from falling down in an earthquake?
By fastening it to the walls or the floor.
5. What do the engineers think is now their greatest challenge?

Reducing the swaying as wel as improving real safety.
6. Most Hong Kong people live in very high buildings. There is very little danger of them being shaken by earthquakes but what other problems can these buildings produce?  
