The car that avoids crashes and reads your mind.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-15283717
A journalists reports on improvements which car companies are now developing to make driving safer and easier:
TASK 1

Listen to the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions:

1. What is the maximum distance at which this equipment can detect other cars’ movement?

2. Which car company is the main subject of this report?

3. What TWO things can the equipment being tested do if the driver shows signs of a serious heart problem?
4. How many other car companies are mentioned?
TASK 2

Listen to the video again and fill in the missing words:
From the outside this looks like an _____________ family car, but it’s the technology on the inside that makes it special and I’ve got the keys. 

Now this car is equipped with a kind of WiFi technology which constantly monitors both the car’s sensors and its _____________ on the road. Also it can broadcast that information for a __________ of about a quarter of a mile and it can simultaneously receive that information from other cars about what’s happening on the road around, so if, for example, you were approaching a busy junction and there was a car approaching the same junction at speed that you couldn’t see, this car could see it and it could warn you. (pause) In time for you to stop
`Well, one of the ones that we spend a lot of time talking about within Ford is aging ______________ and when we think about that we know that there are physiological changes that, of course, will come with aging. We talk about reduced _____________ time, impaired vision, limited range of motion and if we can have our designers and our engineers start thinking about how that will affect the way the _____________ interacts with a vehicle, they can start to design around that.’
Well, not all the innovation is just about safety and it’s not all _____________ hi-tech. Here’s a situation we’ve all been in. You come back to your car in a car park and some idiot has parked way too close. If you open the door you could damage your door, and you’ll certainly leave a dent in theirs. You could put big, ugly rubber ___________ on the edges of your doors. Nobody likes doing that: it doesn’t look nice and it can actually harm your fuel economy. So, here’s a ____________ When you open the door, this little guy pops out and protects your edge of your car door and the neighbour’s car, too. When you close it, it tucks back in.
Now if all that technology is giving you palpitations, Ford thinks it has technology for that. The driver’s seat is equipped with these sensors and they can measure your heart rate. So, as you drive off, the machine here kicks in – you can see my heart rate there – and if it detects that you’re having major cardiac problems, it can potentially stop the car and call you an ____________.

So, how far could this technology go? Well, in theory, you could set up a daisy-chain effect, where each car talks to the next, and talks to the next across all road networks right across the country and that would be able to give you advance ____________ of traffic problems as well as more localized ________ such as cars coming to an emergency stop. Now, BMW, Mercedes, all the major car makers are working along these lines and Ford says the key will be standardization so that eventually all our cars will be able to talk to all other cars and help us all keep a little bit safer.
TASK 3

Match these words with their meanings:
1. equip 




watch over and check on

2. constantly



found just in one small area 
3. monitor




concerned with the working of the body 
4. sensor




new idea or invention

5. approach



fit into a narrow space

6. junction




damaged, not perfect

7. physiological



irregular hear beat because of fear

8. impaired



very dangerous situation that has suddenly developed

9. interact




provide or fit something or somebody with something
10. innovation 



possibly

11. dent. 




all the time

12. tuck




concerned with the heart
13. palpitation



making everything on one basic pattern

14. cardiac



get near to
15. potentially



affect and be affected by something or something else.
16. localized


    push part of a surface inwards
17. emergency



something that can detect changes in the environment
18. standardization


place where one or more roads meet
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:
1. Explain the meaning of `futurologist’
2. What are the three examples of the affects of aging which the futurologist mentions?

3. Explain the meaning of the phrases `harm your fuel economy’ and `kicks in’ in the third paragraph.
4. Can you think of any other ways in which future technology might be able to help drivers.

5. Have you ever been in a car accident? Describe what happened,
