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Calcutta – bursting at the seams
TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.
1. Write the following names in the order in which they appear in the video: 
Sukanta Chaudhury, Howrah Station, Hoogly River, Arun Kumar, 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Who ruled India when Calcutta was its capital?
3. How many people commute into Calcutta each day?
4. What was the population in 1946?

5. What proportion of the city consists of roads?

6. What proportion of the population live in slums?

TASK 2
Listen to the video again and write in the missing words:
A mega-city like no other. Once the ____________capital of British India, Built along the banks of the Hoogly River, it was a major port ___________ with the world. But now it’s falling apart, bursting at the seams, synonymous with urban decay. But it still draws people looking for opportunities. Morning rush hour at the city’s main railway station, Howrah Station, can be chaotic as commuters from the ______________ pour in.

Every day five million people come to Calcutta to work, heading onto the city’s factories and offices. The bulk of them will head home in the evening but some will stay on looking for any space they can find and adding to the city’s always ___________ population. As India’s economy flourished, Calcutta stalled. It’s still a regional trading hub, offering the rural poor a hope of a better future, a few dollars for several hours’ hard labour. Like many others, Arun Kumar came here from his village hundreds of kilometres away. The market is their workplace, the ______________ their home.
Calcutta’s biggest challenge has been posed by its growing population. In 1946, it stood at just over 3 million. Today the city has 15 million people. Roads make up less than 6% of the city and more than a third of its population lives in slums. Calcutta’s sprawling shanty towns, home to the city’s poorest, living, washing and cooking in the open. There’s no ___________ sanitation and they’re vulnerable to the elements. Space is at a premium here, entire families ___________ into a single room. We live like animals, they tell us. 
`It is going to ___________ for the foreseeable future a somewhat disorderly, chaotic city but a city which gives out shelter, hope and prospects of modest advancement to __________ numbers of people. That aspect of it has to be borne in mind in any plan.’ 
Calcutta’s hope lies in India’s growing __________ and Asia’s rising prominence. Already money is flowing in, jobs are being created, its infrastructure is being put back together. The city is rediscovering itself. 

                                          Sanjoy Majumder, BBC News, Calcutta.

TASK 3

Match these words from the passage with the meanings in the other column:
1. synonymous





covering a very large area
2. commuter





standing out, being clearly important 
3. flourish






system for removal of bodily waste
4. stall
. 





somewhere to live

5. sprawling 





roads, railways etc.

6. sanitation





making progress
7. vulnerable





meaning the same

8. elements. 





do well, be successful

9. shelter






suddenly stop moving





10. advancement




someone who travels into a city to work

11. prominence





rain, wind etc.

12. infrastructure




able to be harmed 
TASK 4
1. Why do poor people want to come to Calcutta?

2. What two things may help Calcutta to become more prosperous in future?

3. From what you remember of the video, describe what can be seen on the city’s streets.
4. In what ways in Calcutta different from Hong Kong and in what ways is it different?

