BOY BORN IN JAIL FREES MOTHER
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-22677788 
A 50-year-old Indian woman, Vijay Kumari, has been released from prison, 19 years after she was granted bail. Unable to post the necessary amount of about $180 (£120) to secure her release, she stayed in prison until the son, who she gave birth to while in jail, got her out. Sanjoy Majumder reports from Kanpur.

TASK 1

Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:  
1. What crime was Vijay Kumari convicted of and in what year?

2. Where was her son born?

3. Where does he now work?

4. How many people are there in prison today in India?

5. What percentage of them have not yet been brought to trial?

TASK 2
Listen to the report again and fill in the blanks:

A bitter-sweet gift for a mother who’s finally come home. Vijay Kumari was convicted of murder in 1994. She was granted bail on appeal but didn’t have the $180 she _______ to get out, so she spent all these years in jail, lost in the system and _________. 

`I thought I’d die in prison. They used to tell me in there that no-one ever gets out.’

But one person never forgot her, never gave up hope. Kanhaya was born to Vijay Kumari in prison and spent the better part of his ___________ in juvenile homes. He now works for a clothes _________ and used his salary to engage a lawyer and free his mother from the life she was condemned to. 

`I used to think about her and cry – all alone in prison with no one to visit her.’
Vijay Kumari’s is not an isolated case. There are 300,000 inmates in India’s prisons. Seventy per cent of them are yet to face trial. Many of them have already spent years in custody and it could be some time before they get out. The result of the sluggish pace of a j_________ system that hasn’t kept pace with the times. 

This isa scene that you’ll find outside any major court in India. These little __________ are the offices of clerks and lawyers. This is where you process your legal documents and help _________ what’s often a bewildering set of  laws. This is India’s legal system in the 21st century, completely unable to cope. 

Back at their home, mother and son contemplate their __________.

`I just wish to see my son well settled. I have no one else other than him and we are very poor.’ ‘

The last two ___________ have been extraordinarily hard on them. Now it’s time to make up for all the lost years.

Sanjoy Majunder, BBC News, Kanpur.
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1. convicted 


under guard, imprisoned
2. bail 



employ
3.appeal 



think about
4. juvenile 


found guilty
5.engage 


    made to suffer something unpleasant
6 .condemned. 

confusing
7. isolated 


in an unusual way
8. custody



money paid to a court to guarantee that someone will return for 






trial at a later date
9. bewildering 

slow and not very active
10. contemplate 

asking a higher court to change the decision of a lower one
11. extraordinarily 

left alone
12. sluggish


juvenile
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. Has Vijay Kumar now been found not guilty of murder (think carefully!)

2. What are the problems faced by the Indian legal system?  How does the situation there correspond with the legal system in Hong Kong?

3. Explain the meaning of these words or phrases:

a) `the better part of his childhood’
b) `juvenile home’
c) `keep pace with the times’
