Mountain biking down Bolivia’s `death road’
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/fast_track/9494338.stm
A report on the different attractions for visitors in the South American country of Bolivia. Beginning with the most dangerous one.
TASK 1
Without looking at the transcript, watch the video and answer the following questions

1. How many visitors does Bolivia receive each year?   800,000
2. What is the difference in height between the two ends of the road? 12,000
3. How many people are killed on the road each year? 300
4. How long does the cycle journey take? 5 hours
5. How far did the rider who came off the road fall?  30 feet
6. Is Lake Titicaca covered by ice in the winter? No
7. What percentage of Bolivia’s population has only native American ancestors? Over 60%
8. What percentage of the population is in poverty?  Over 60%
TASK 2   
Watch the video again and fil in the missing words.

Remote, multi-ethnic, loud, built on top of a mountain and certainly lacking in offering as much oxygen as I’d like, this is La Paz. a fast-paced city where I felt like I’d arrived on another planet. Thankfully, Hotel President was there to help out with the oxygen. As the world’s highest five-star hotel, but not by international standards, they’re used to visitors struggling to acclimatize.  

In spite of sitting on a wealth of natural resources, Bolivia is the poorest country in South America and its tourism industry is also gasping for air. Bolivia receives only 800,000 visitors a year and the majority of those are young, independent, adventure-travellers, drawn to this land of extremes.  Even regular tourists often unwillingly become adventure travellers in a country that frequently experiences political instability and civil disorder.

`I think the key thing to remember about Bolivia is that it doesn’t have a lot of infra-structure, so perhaps the thing that people find most frustrating is that buses are late, they break down, flights are sometimes cancelled, things like that.

One instance of poor infra-structure has become popular, though - to bike 12,000 feet down a mountain on the world’s most dangerous road. 

`Well, I’m not quite sure what the appeal of this is but being a responsible – maybe that should be irresponsible journalist – it’s time to find out. 

In the past, it’s been responsible for up to 300 deaths a year and our five-hour escapade wasn’t to pass without incident. 

`It wasn’t as painful as it probably looked, but it was scary when it happened.’
Later, we lost one of our riders, who rode off the road down a straight drop of thirty feet. Lucky for her. It could have been two thousand feet.’ 

`O.K. Well, I survived and that was a major, major adrenalin rush. But never again’
The other face of Bolivia lies at the bottom of its mountains, surrounded by Amazonian rain forests, in particular, the rapidly developing tropical city of Santa Cruz. 

Bolivia’s number-one tourist attraction is Lake Titicaca, the world’s highest navigable lake which never freezes over. This tranquil lake was the epicentre of the Inca Empire. A must-visit here is to its man-made floating islands. They’re still home to some indigenous locals, determined to hang on to their culture and traditions. Over sixty per cent of Bolivia’s population is of pure native American ancestry with their curiously adopted but rather fetching British bowler hats. 

The main problem that Bolivia has in tourists is lack of promotion.   Peru has a budget of 16 plus million dollars per year to promote its tourism. In our country, it’s six hundred thousand.’ 
Yet Bolivia has much to promote, and is very affordable for tourists. A good meal costs as little as eight dollars. 

`I think the government has not really seen the importance of tourism in all of Bolivia. The government needs to work with the private companies because that’s the only way experience can go with the money that they have.’
With over sixty per cent of the population living in poverty, promoting tourism to Bolivia’s attractions, like Tiwanaku and its pre-Inca ruins, could help erode that figure. 

TASK 3

Match the following words with the meanings:

1. remote




rioting or similar disturbances inside a country 5
2. acclimatize.  


chemical which is released when the body senses danger 12
3. gasping 



native, descended from people who have always lived in the 






country 15
4. extremes.  



example 8
5. civil disorder.


getting something known and trying to persuade people to 







use or take part in it  18
6. infra-structure


quiet and peaceful 13
7. frustrating 



being poor 19
8. instance



quality which makes something attractive
9


  

9. appeal 




conditions as different as possible from normal 4
10. escapade



begun to be used 16
11. incident. 



attractive 17
12. adrenalin



breathing with difficulty 3
13. tranquil 



buildings and equipment for basic activities, e,g, roads 6
14. epicenter



very far away 1
15. indigenous 


making people annoyed because something does not work







properly 7
16. adopted 



a risky set of actions that people chose to do 10
17. fetching 



get used to new conditions (especially to new weather) 2
18. promotion



an unusual (and normally bad) event 11
19. poverty



slowly reducing something in size 20
20. erode 



point from which something spreads out  14
TASK 4

1, Describe the TWO accidents that happened during the journalist’s bike trip (N.B. for one of them you need to remember what you saw in the film. The other is just mentioned but not shown).

A girl fell off her bike on the road. A girl or woman went right off the road and fell 30 feet.
2. Describe the hats which the Bolivian Indians wear. 

They are dome-shaped with rims.
3. Which word would be better than `tourists’ in this sentence from the passage? (The word you need is used elsewhere in the passage).:

`The main problem that Bolivia has in tourists is lack of promotion ` 

tourism  (The problem is with organizing services, not with the tourists themselves)
4. Imagine you work for the Bolivian ministry of Tourism. Design an advertisement to persuade people in Hong Kong to visit your country. You can use the facts mentioned in the passage and also any other information you can obtain from the Internet

