The American who joined China’s Communist Party

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13976596 

Sidney Rittenberg, an American who joined the CPC at the end of World War II, talks to journalist Michael Bristow. He tends to speak without properly finishing his sentences but he is quite easy to understand,
TASK 1

Listen to the video and answer the following questions without reading the transcript:

1. What had Rittenberg been before coming to China:


A. a communist


B. a student activist


C. a businessman


D. a driver

2. Underline the description(s) which were true of Mao in Rittenberg’s experience: 


a fast talker  a boring speaker  able to tell funny jokes  very friendly


3. What was Rittenberg accused of?  spying
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:
SR:
I had been in the radical student movement in America and when I came to China the 
country was in such a desperate plight and the communists were a – were the only 
group – large, organized group that were trying to get China out of that kind of poverty 
and inequality.

MB:
Now, you met Mao on many occasions over a period of years. What was he like?

SR:
He was always rather aloof. He moved slowly, he talked slowly – usually, and he would 
say a sentence or so, then he would stop and think and then say another 
sentence. 
When he was talking on a personal level he could be hilariously funny. 

MB:
Now this is a person whose policies directly led to the deaths of millions of 

people. Why are you not more critical of him?

SR:
He was a great historical leader and a great historical criminal. I mean typical 
in my 
mind of the early Mao – not that he didn’t make mistakes in his early years, he did, 
including cruelties, including unnecessary destruction of revolutionary comrades and so 
on, which he also did, but the predominant Mao in those days was an ingenious leader 
who organised and led a revolution to success.

MB:
You were accused of being a spy, you were sent to prison. Did you feel betrayed by the 
party?

SR: 
I didn’t feel betrayed, I felt just terribly hurt. It’s like that you have a 
sweetheart that 
you’ve been in love with for years, it’s been a wonderful 
relationship, all of a sudden, 
she appears in court and accuses you of rape. It was just 
that – how could this 
possibly happen? It was just that kind of feeling?

MB:
Do you think it really still is a communist party today?

SR:
Is it a communist party? Not by any definition that I know. In the old 
Communist Party 
[people] believed that they should lead a sort of communist life, a moral life in order to 
be a true communist. Whereas today, you don’t find any – you 
don’t find much 
morality. 

MB:
Do you think the Communist Party has the ability to change into a democratic party, 
standing at free elections?

SR:
I really think that it will happen, incrementally, gradually. Why?  Because it has to 
happen if the party is to survive.  Otherwise it will not survive.  It will get to a 
certain point where people will no longer be willing to have an advanced market 
economy and a backward political system.

TASK 3

Match the meanings with the following list of words from the passage:

1. radical 




in a very amusing away 4
2. plight





principal, occurring most frequently 7
3. aloof





bit by bit 11
4. hilariously 




clever 8
5. critical 




if not, 12
6. typical





very bad situation or condition 2
7. predominant




involving or wanting very great changes 1
8. ingenious 




seeming not to want to be closely involved with others3  
9. betray





pointing out faults 5
10.morality. 




of the usual sort, showing the normal pattern 6
11. incrementally



matters of right and wrong, wanting to do








   the right thing 10
12. otherwise




act against someone who you promised to help
9


TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. Why did Sidney Rittenberg join the Chinese Communist Party?
Because he thought they were the only group that could solve China’s problems of poverty and inequality.
2. Why does he think the Communist Party will have to become more democratic?
Because, if it does not, it will lose support and not be able to survive
3. Rittenberg describes Mao as `a great historical leader and a great historical criminal’. Do you agree with this? Give some examples of things you admire and things you dislike about Mao.

