ABU SIMBEL - ANSWERS
A. Vocabulary: Match these words from the passage with the meanings on the right (verbs have been changed into their base form)
construct 
20




1. almost too late
challenge
16




2. a group of connected structures or buildings
ingenuity 
19




3. not simple, complicated
celebrated 25




4. get inside or through something
issue

18




5. put together again
while

9




6. because of
campaign
24




7. holy area within a church or temple
grandiose 
21




8. strengthened
due to
6




9. and 

sculpt
17




10. connected with designing buildings
reassemble 5 




11. making people feel lonely and hopeless
complex (adj.) 3




12. light up
punctually 14




13. something very wonderful and difficult to explain
miracle
13




14. on time
operation 
26




15. take apart
frenetic 
27




16. get someone to do something to prove their cleverness, bravery etc.
architectural 10




17. cut or carve to form a shape 
dismantle
15




18. problem that causes disagreement
reconstruction 22



19. cleverness
reinforced  8




20. build
barely in time 1




21. large and trying to seem important
penetrate  4




22. rebuilding, building again
cavern
28




23. because, since
desolating 11




24. series of actions planned to achieve one purpose
complex (noun) 2



25.well-known
sanctuary 7




26. action (usually a complicated one) 
illuminate. 12




27. (adj.) in an uncomfortable hurry
for (line 26) 23




28. large cave




B: Pronoun use: Look carefully at the pronouns underlined in the text and write down the words or words which they refer to. Remember that `it’ can refer to a clause coming later in the same sentence. For example:

It is obvious that Mo Kwai Yung will not be able to finish this project. 
In this sentence, `it’ stands for the whole clause `that Mo……..project.’  
We could also put the clause itself at the beginning:

That Mo Kwai Yung will not be able to finish the project is obvious.

However, in ordinary English we often do not like a very long clause in front of the verb so we put `it’ at the beginning and then the clause itself at the end of the sentence. 

they (line 2)

the temples                                                                       
it (line 6)


Abu Simbel                                                                   
its (line 8)


Egyptian government___________________________________________________________
them (line 15)

the temples                                                                   
itself (line 21)

`sun miracle’_________________________________________________________________

it (line 26)


that Ptah is never struck by the rays of the sun_______________________________________
C: Noun phrases (see PASSAGE ANSWERS file for answers to this section)
In very simple sentences nouns can be used just with articles or similar little words:

 The government gave its approval to the project. 

This simple pattern can be expanded by adding adjectives

 The Egyptian government gave its final approval to the project.

You can also add a phrase beginning with a preposition, or a relative clause.

The Egyptian government gave its final approval to the project to remove the mass of rock.
The Egyptian government gave its final approval to the project which would remove the mass of rock.

In formal writing like this passage, there can be very many words after the noun:

The Egyptian government gave its final approval to the project for the removal of the whole mass of rock by cutting it into blocks and reassembling it on a higher site.
It is important to decide whether words describe a noun or are an independent part of the sentence but usually it is quite easy to guess by thinking about the meaning of the words. The last sentence could also mean that the government approved the project by cutting the rock up into blocks:

The Egyptian government gave its final approval to the project for the removal of the whole mass of rock by cutting it into blocks and reassembling it on a higher site.

However, common sense tells you that this is a very unlikely meaning.

Now look at these nouns in the passage and underline both the noun and the words that go with it, as has already been done for the example sentence.

the campaign (line 5)
the 1,036 blocks (line 11)  the artificial mountain (line 14-15)
two enormous reinforced concrete domes (l.16)  the enormous caverns (line 19) 
D. `The future in the past’
When we are writing or speaking about the past we often want to refer to events that were in the future at the point in the past we are focusing on. This can be done by using was/were going to:

Many years later, the temples were going to give engineers a difficult task.

a. In the above sentence, what ONE word could replace were going to?   would_________ (see line 3)
b. What TWO WORDS could be used instead?




   were to________ (see line 17)
E. Dictogloss exercise

The teacher is now going to read you a paragraph summarizing the passage. You should listen carefully without writing and without looking at the original passage.  Then, in your groups, try to write the passage out. You do not need to use exactly the same words as the teacher but your paragraph must have the same general meaning and it must be grammatical. You should use this list of key words contained in the passage to help you. Remember that you may need to change the forms of nouns and verbs and that many verbs will need to be passive!
temple  Abu Simbel   southern Egypt   Pharao Rameses II  sculpt  sandstone cliff  statue  Queen Nefertari  Egyptian gods  Aswan dam  build  fear    temple  cover   rise    water  Lake Nasser  decide   rescue

cut  block  reassemble  higher ground   engineer  country  project   begin   complete  reach   original site new  cover   huge concrete dome    support   weight   artificial mountain    tourist    `sun miracle’   statue   illuminate   ray    sun

The two temples at Abu Simbel in southern Egypt were built by Pharaoh Rameses II. They were sculpted out of a sandstone cliff and contained huge statues of Rameses, of Queen Nefertari and of Egyptian gods. When the Aswan dam was built, it was feared that the temples would be covered by the riding water of Lake Nasser. It was decided to rescue the temples by cutting them up into blocks and reassembling them on higher ground. Engineers from many countries worked together on this project, which began in 1964 and was completed in 1968, just as the water reached the original sites. At their new sites, the temples were covered by huge concrete domes, which supported the weight of two artificial mountains. Today, thousands of tourists visit the temples every year. If they come at the right time, they can still see the `sun miracle’, when the statues inside the larger temple are illuminated for a few minutes by the rays of the sun. 
